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Markets hit 
by growing 
global crisis 


Mark Mllner and Mark Atkinson 


ALL STREET experienced a 
rollcr-coasler ride on Monday 
as markels reacted {o thıe political 
turmoil in Russia and concern tliat 
Latîn America could become the 
next vicilm of the deepenîng global 
crisis. In lale trading on Monday, 
however, the Dow Jones pulled 
back, closing at 8556.61, up 32.96, 
Analysts sald President Boris 
Yeltsin's decision to recall former 
prime mıiinisie’ Yiklor Cherno- 
myrdin {see slory, page 3) oflerecl 
reassurance to investors thal Russîa 
could get to grips with ils financial 
„| trisis. But the underlying mood was 
"| one of cxireıne nervousness. 

„ The big piclure is still negative. 
Everywhere you turn the news is 
bad news," said David Coûleman, 
econoniist at CIBC Wood Gundy. 

As wel as worries aboui the 
losses incurred by Western, espe- 
cially German, banks in Hiva 
where the government has impos 
„a moratorium on deht repayments, 
Santiment coutinued tu bc weighed 
down by hu: posaitilly ol uancial | 
contagion sprung 1 Uns rae 

Brazil's stock marka il inher 
3 per cent on Monday alter {he prv- 
vious Fridays 10 per ceni decline. 
Investors cautiously eyed other 
Latin American markets such as 
Venezuela, Argentina ancl Ecuador. 
e ly e: Even basically healthy countries 
E ا ا‎ | ESSAI SDNIOOIEE: such as Norway — forced to aban- 
Meeting fire with fire . . . Protesters in Karachi burn the Stars and Î don the defence of the krone amid 
Stripes at a rally to condemn the US attacks PHOTOGRAPH: AAMIR QURESHI intense speculative pressure — were 
dragged into the financial turmoil. 

Ausirla, current president of the 
European Union, urged Russia to 
agree legislation to ensure a sound 
budget and to revive Investment. 
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that had been in remlssion, involw- 
ing a sequence of such outrages and 
responses that will aerve no rational 
purpose. Indeed, as in the past with 
Ronald Reagan, such a confronta- 


unprovable, but it seeıns unlikely 
that the East African attacks would 
have taken place had there been the 
gort of new dispensation in the Mid- 
dle East that seemed possible in the 


aftermath of the Gulf war. Even | tion could take the place of gen- Martin Watker, page 6 . . . 
without a Middle East peace, the | ulnely exible policy-making and : 
attacks may not have taken place had | further polarise the Middle East. EE 
Clinton not seemed, 2 î ert an كھ‎ e ele e ی‎ ‘Angolan troops ' 4 
irrevocably weakened president. ng out before the news of the mis- ا‎ : 
What president has now done | sile attacks, it matters less whether join Congo fray 
could make things worse. Revenge |' any particular show of strength by. : 
is not e the 2 پا ا‎ 2 ٤ is a gles Gadafy faces 9 
from: Martha's Vineyard to obliter- | tract attention from the preslaent e 
Î ate camps i Khost and a factory İn | problems at home than that It will court challenge 
Khartoum because the US gen- | inevitably be seen as such. 
uinely’ believed this tobe the best Even İf his relations with Levin’ | [fe In Britain 13 
` way to prevent new terrorist at ` gky had remained, as they should 
tacke? Or did it gû out because | have, a personal matter between the after Dilana : 
little کت ا 1 ا‎ a ا‎ 1 
' the US government showed citizens ' | y a leader ¥ a [ 
would ellah quick retalialon? . appointed. Or perhaps it would he Feminists reject ٤ 23 
' Crossing ‘International frontiers’ | fairer to say that he ‘had already the Clinton rap 
unilaterally’ to inflict’ gime failed ا 0 ا‎ 
' should not be done lightly, espe- |. transcend the West's parochialism, 
cially at atime ّ o ا ا‎ go e easy و و ا جانا‎ 24 
riot have thë standirig It 'once had.'If |: about peace, dernocracy, .economlC. | yyy cal tragGe 
: if cah ‘be justifled; as it hag been in '| growth, and fight against, rather.l'.__.__.: ag y 
Iraq or in former Yugoslavia; these’'| than go along. with, the tendency tO.| . . .. 1, .., ' ete" 
are exteptlons that pfovê'the rùlë.' -Î' see polley aş a commodity. deyise ت ا 0 ابا‎ 
' ` The’ US’ attacks, dissuming 7 to gratify the publlo rather, than af Î ‘Danmark DK7 N E 
` werte aimed at the right targets, wil | instrument to serve It. Finlend FM 10 Parga 
riot remove the capacity for fresh | ~ جب‎ Franca FF 14 Seudi Arebla SR 4.50 
outrages’ against US or other West- | Khartoum fury, page 6 ۰. : ma a i". 0 
' ern installations and people.’ They ' Comment, page 12 Tay O L350 ۰1. د‎ E 
: could slgnal the resumption of a war ` Washington Postjpage 15: | 0:“ ا‎ E 
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eclares war on terrorism 


at training camps n: 

controlled by the ا‎ 
millionaire Osama bin Laden 
and at a pharmaceutical factory 
in Sudan. The ralds were ıa re. 
taliation for the recent bombii 
of US embassies in East Africa, 
which killed at least 263 people, 
among them 12 Americans, 

The US won unqualifled sup- 
port from Britain’s Tony Blair, 
but the Arab world erupted in 
fury, and Sudan denied that 
chemical weapons were being 
made at the Khartoum factory 
destroyed in the attack. 
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HE United States last week - | 
launched two suddrn and 
' simultaneous cruise miasile 

ttacks against targets in 

Afghanistan and Sudan, an 

opening salvo in what President 

Bill CHnton called a long war 

ngalnst terrorism. 

"Our target was terror, Our 
mission was cleat,” he said ftom 
the Oval Office. “The countries 
that persistently host terrorlam 
have no right to he safe havens." 


| Behveen 75 and 100 Toma- 
; hawk missiles were fired from 
; lx US warships and a submarine 


Missiles expose 


Clinton’s failings 


ihe Balkans, or in the Middle East 
wotltld be to exaggerale the extent 
to which lıumanity, even Anıerican 
humanity, is in control of its affairs. 
But a more consistent, more reflec- 
tive and tougher president than 
Clinton has been would undoubt- 
edly have made a difference. 

For all his undoubted intelligence 


and contacts with academics and 


ntellêrtııalg CHnirnn, hn 


1 یہ1 اا‎ 
y conventlonal and often shallow 
“teas foreign policy. Even on 


these terms he has subverted hls 


own purposes by his preoccupation 
with day-to-day popularity. 


Clinton could have been the 
Western leader who spotted how 
cumulatively disastrous was the im- 
pact on Russia of the economic 
changes urged by the West He 
could have been tlıe leader who saw 
that there were more problems to 
the Aslan economic miracle than 
that of trying to secure as Jarge a 
piece of the trade action for the US 
as possible. He might, if he had had 
nıore success İn disarmament, have 
headed off India's and Pakistan's 
testing of nuclear’ weapons. He 
could also have been the president 
who used the US's once large capi- 
tal of influence in the Middle East to 


push through a peace settlement be- 


tween Israelis and the Palestinians, 
instead of letting Binyamin Netan- 
yahu's obstructlonism 1 


Salaam ' did not come out of 
nowhere; Terrorism is not a fixed, 


demonic force that always exists 


and always strives to do evil, which 
iş how it so often figures İn political 
rhetoric and: how It flgured in 
Çlintoni's explanatioii of the missile 
attacks, Men seeking change by 
violent means respond to thé cohèêr- 


ence of the policies of the governr’ 


ments they 'oppose. They retreat, 
they. change, they accommodate 


' themselves to success, ‘even to the! '|- 


point of embracing pêacèful'nieans. 


That, we hope, ii the story of North-' 
,ernÎreland..'" '“ i te’ 
Equally, they respond ‘to weak- 
nese, lack of coherence, ‘tHe sense 
that there is no plan or gaal. It is 


` ° The bombings of 
embassies in Nairobi and Dar es 


COMMENT 
Martin Woollacott 


Clinton presidency began 
during his first term. In 
dmestic and foreign policy alike, a 


! mbining a readiness to retreat 
der pressure with ar_exçessively 


e easy way out, proceeding by a 
#rie3 of short-term solutions to the 
problems of the week, the day and 
even {he hour. But what makes a 
Fresident look good on a Monday 
May make him look bad by Friday, 
anda fool, or worse, half a year later, 
The events of the past week, the 
public confession and the misslle 
attacks, are related because both 
0 from this same pattern of 
haviour, The double crisis of Clin- 
ا‎ life as a private person and his 
¢ 88 the chief executive of the 
United States arise from a habit of 
lon-making fixated on imnmedi- 
advantage and on the postpone- 
Tent of hard choices, a-fixation that 
emoted all other considerations, 
including telllnig the truth; 
Clinton is right to argue that the 
office of Special Prosecutor is 
0 pawerful, too'intrusive, and too 
to partisan manipulation: Yet 
o most important truth about 
Mon is that he has displayed’the 
nr faults in the Monica Lew- 
n aflair as he often has in mint 
Ts Of public policy, Prevarication, 
Procrastination and a failure to think 
i through — a schoolmasters 
schoolboy vices, of which few 
entirely free, But, in a president, 
5 2 have global consequences. 
ب‎ 0 the US ought now to be, 
dering, along with'the rest of 
3, İS the broad failure of forelgn 
and international management 
ا‎ he state of' the World now’ 
Ce 8. To lqad on the shoulders of 
ton alone, or on the US govern- 
: e the responsibility for 
Asin, i gone wrong in. Russia, in 
, in the Indian subcontinent, in 


US 


1 HE slow shipwreck of the 


. i haracteristic pattern emerged, 


; edient attention to public opinion. 
و‎ 1S, it has b 1 
nS, IC ha 1 1 
testa last week in Jerez we werê h ah 
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Motor Racing‏ 


Schumacher 
stops thrice 
to conquer 


Alan Henry In Budapest 


ICHAEL Schumacher’e fifth 

victory of the season owed 
as much to quick thinking by the 
Ferrari team as to quick driving 
by the German in the Hungarian 
Grand Prix on a twisty circuit 
where the lack of overtaking 
opportunities meant making the 
most of a clever refuelling strat 
egy. 

Ferrari correctly judged that a 
three-stop strategy running on 
the harder of Goodyear’s two 
available tyre compounds would 
be the quickest route to com- 
plete the gruelling 77-lap race. 
This proved accurate and, wlıen 
Schumacher emerged froin his 
third pit visit five seconds ahead 
of David Coulthard’s McLaren- 
Mercedes, he was able to cruise 
to victory ahead of lhe Scot. 

“It was very much a race run ., 
at qunlifying speed throughout 
for me,” said Schuınacher, | 
whose team clid nol make the de- ! 
cislon to chinge Irom a two-slop : 
strategy until he hid refuclled 
for the first time on lap 25. : 

Schumacher’s only slip came | 
when he slid on (he grass at lhe ' 
last curner on lap 52 but he re- ı 
covered with such aplontb thal | 
the excursion barely regislered . 
on the timing screets. | 

Coulthard, who had run se | 
ond in the opening stages, WAS : 
clearly disappointed that he had 
not been able to get onı terns 
with Schumacher after his 

McLaren team-mate Mika 
Hakkinen faded because of har 
dling problems. “Based on our 


confident that the tyre we were 
to use in qualifjing would also 
be quick in the race,” he said. 

“But we seemed to hit a bit of 


brick wall in terms of perfor 
mance when I didn't seem to : 
able to go as quick after nıy 1€” 
ond stop as before.” 
Schumacher’s win narrowed 
Hakkinen's world championstiP 
lead from 16 to seven points, 
with four races left and 40 points 
to race for. This dramatic 
in fortunes came aa the Finn ¥5 
poised to take the title beyond the 
reach of his German rival. 
Hakkinen qualified superbly 
on pole for the eighth dme this 
season, but dire handling pro" 
lems blunted his pace midway 
through the race, leaving ! 
Coulthard to take up the chase 
of Schumacher, 
Subsequent examination of 
Hakkinen’a McLaren indica 
that the problem was probabl 
broken ahock absorber in | 
front suspension, rendering! 
car virtually undriveable a8 e 
slipped back to sixth place 
hind Villeneuve, Damon ek 
Jordan-Mugen-Honda anl 
Williams of Heinz-Harald flor 
Frentzen, who had heen 8 


e ep wie will eventually ané 
onthe podium,” he sald. 8 


PHOTC, RAHA ZHADWGF. 


cause he was pushed up alongside 
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Pivotal role: Ince congratulates Owen on his goal‏ 


Hughes, whicl is hardly his natura 


he migll have 


role. 
Nevertheless 


saved the malch [or Sauthaumptont iif 
the last when the Liverpool defence 
allowed a dropping ball to reach him 
in the penally area, unly for him to 
drag his shot wide. 

Liverpiüol's managers alter wards 
beamed twin sımiles, with Evans 
stressing the importance of charac 
ter and Houllier talking about the 


desire to win. 


from the teenager's cross the lining 
of Riedle's leap lel Ricbiud Dryden 
earthbound as the German nodded 
the equaliser. 

Dave Joues lad pointedly started 
the ganıe witlı Matthew Le Tissler 
on the beuch, aud aftcrwarcls the 
manager said be would be williug to 
listen to offers for the player. For 
more than an hour it appeared that 
Le Tissier would miss the whole 
game. When he did replace Osten- 
stad for the last 23 nıinutes it was to 
little immediate effect, partly be- 
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Football Premiership: Southampton 1 Liverpool 2 


Owen gives Reds 
the perfect start 


anount of effort Southampton put 
into the game should have earned 
them a point. They stlll have not 
won on the opening day since the 
1988-89 season, but on this occasion 
they did not really deserve to lose. 

Liverpool's was a mixed perfor- 
mance. The arrival of Houllier’ has 
coincided with an even more posi- 
tlve approach, to judge from the 
initial line-up, which had Ince, Jason 
McAteer, Steve McManaman and 
Patrick Berger’ frequently pushing 
forward 1o0 support Owen and Kart 
heinz Rielle. 

They also look stronger on tlie 
flanks now that Staunton has bec 
broughl back to Anfield after a 
seven-year absence. The threat of 
Staunton on the left was comple- 
mented by the attacking inclinations 
on the right of Yegard Heggem, 
who increasingly turned Soutlhanıp” 
tou's defence the louger the ıuatch 
progressed. 

When Southampton took thc lead 
in the 36th minute, however, the 
goal followed one of Stuart Ripley's 
crosses from fhe right. After taking 
a ricochel off Staunton thc hall 
looped Iinlo the middle wherc¢ Egil 
Ostenstad's head glanced ll down 
into the far corner of the net, touch- 
ing Ince on the way. 

The swiftness of Liverpool's re- 
sponse was encouraging for those 
who feel this may be Anfield’s sea- 
son to make a serlous title clıal- 
lenge. Within two minutes McAteer 
had found Owen on the left, and 


Dayvld Lacey 


OINT management would ap- 

pear to suit Liverpool, judging 

from last Sunday's result at 
the Dell, Tlıen again it was their 
fourth win at Southampton in five 
visits; more a case, perhaps, of 
harses for courses thaur two Jıeads 
being better tharı one, 

In fncl from A praclical polnl of 
view Liverpool owecdl [heir victory 
less to Ciérartl Houlller's appuint- 
ımenl as an extra pair of hands te 
work witll Roy Evans than 
Souihamplon's loss of a clefentlcr at 
a crucial ınoıment late in (he game. 

[n the 74th minute Jason Dodd, 
heir caplain and right-back, had 
been hurt lıelping to break up a 
Liverpvol attack ancl weut behind 
lhe goal Lo finish receiving treat 
ımenl. In the meantime Liverpool 
won a throw-in ûn the left. 

Dorld {rierl to re-enler tlıe field 
belorc ît was laken but was waved 
back by the referee, Paul Alcock, 
anıl remuitined a frustrated spectator’ 
ts Paul Ince headed on Steve 
Slaınton's long throw. Paul Jones 
could only palm luıce's effort down 
for Michael Owen to score one of 
his sinıplest goals. The referee was 
currecl but it was slill a hard way for 
Southampton to lose. 

Although Liverpool generally 
passed the ball more imaginatively 
and at times looked like winning the 
game through their consistent 
width aud attacking mobility, the 


ı Football results 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: 

Arşanal 2, Nohirngham Forest 1; Blackbum 
Rovers O, Derby County Û; Goveniry Clty 2, 
Chalaea 1:; Everlon Û, Aston Villa O; 
Manchasler Unıled 2, Lelzester City 2: 
Mıddlasbre O, Leeds Unltad O, Hewcastla 


.„ Sheff Wednesday Û, 


Soulhamptan 1, Liverpool 


United Û, Chariton O 


Weat Har United 1; 


2: Wimbledon 3. Totlenham 1. 
NATIONWIDE LEAQUE: 


Divislon Ona: 


Bimıngharn 3, Cryatal Palaca 1; Oxford Ld Û, 
Welvas 2: OFR 1, Brıstol Clty 1; Stockport O, 
Nanmch 2; Swindon 1, Sunderland 1: 
Trarımera 1, Porlsmiouih 1: Walford 1, 
Bradford C O; West Brom 4, Sheff Uid 1. 


kponl 3, Oldham 2; Bristol Furs 4. Reading 


Divislon Twoı 
Blac 


1, Gheslterld 1, Burnley Û; Lricoln 1, Wigan Û; 
Lulan 1, Preslûn 1; Millwall ã, Wycanba 1; 
Nûtts Co 1, BurnarnGuth ã, Stoka 2, 
Macclasflald û: Wasall O, Northampton O; 
Wraxham 2, Cokchester 4; York Clty 1, 


2; Brighion 2, Chester 2: 
Cardiff 1 


Gillingham 1. 


Divislon Threa: 
Barrıel û, Harllaponal 


Gamb U 7, Šwanaga 2; 


Patarborough 3; Exaler 1, Scarborough O; 
Halla 1, Brentford û; Hull 1. Darlingtbn 2; 
L Oriani 1, Rotherham 4; Mansfield 2, 
Ptyrmauth O; Rochdale O, Torquay 2; 
Scunthorpe 3, Carlisle Utd 1; Southend 2, 


Shrewsbury 1. 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE: 


Pramler League: 


Apþerdeen 3, Celtic 2; Dundee Uid O, Haaris Û; 


Dunfrmin, 2, Oundas O; Rangers 2, Matherwell 


1, St Johnsin 0, Kilmarnock û, 


Firat Dlvlslon: 


Ayr 1, Gr Morton O; Ciydebank O, Falkirk 1; 


; Hibernian 1, Stranraar 2; 


Hamilton 1, Arînê 1 


St Mirren 2, Rallh 1. 


Ssoond Dlivlslon!ı 


Eas1 Flfe 2, AJloa 2; Forfar O, Partick 1; . 


0, Dum- 1 
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Inverness CT 2, Uvingaton 1; dusan Sth Û, 
Arbroath O: String 1, Cyde 2. ' 


Third Dlvlslon: 


Albion O, Rosa County 8; E String 1, Brechin 1: 
Montrose i, Berwick 1; Queen's 
Sienhousermiir 1. Cowdenbeath 2 2 


barton 1: 


US president (7) 

5 Do fix your hair for making an 
entrance {7) 

8 Master criminal wants holiday — 
France? (4,5) 

7 Lament for something terrible 
outside Gateshead (5) 

šã Villaln of glen suffers 26... 
(7.2.4 

9 ... İf extreme, 1 (4,4,5) 

15 Make a new picture and put in 
name for merchantman (3,6} 

17 Con man could be a cert wlih a 
skirt (9) 

19 Underground development is 
excesslvely promoted in fashion 
(7) 

20 Lawman's wine sournıds very 
loud (7) 

22 Laughter should tidy up the 
hospltal {5) 

23 Sat of rules for church made by 
bishop, for example (5) 


Last week's solutlon 
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Cryptic CrFOSSWOrd by Araucaria 


‘mora cheerful disposition? {7) 

21 Fish and frull only {5-4) 

23 Dog's eaten nothing for tea (5) 

24 What the foreman says hasn't 
caught the composer {5) 

25 Supplyirg food to let animal 
develop (9) 

286 Decision after all not to kill 
reireating enemy —~ he's in 
iransport (6,2,5) 


Down 


2 Having finished a game they 
shouîd go to school (4,5) 

3 Creep into a dying mood (5) 

4 Crazy Indlviduel takes lasue wlth 
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SN ¥ 
IEEE 
Across . 


1 Topsy-lurvy, arsy-varsy legend 
in pub and hospilal? {6,7} 
10 Great king and queen follow a 
classical law (9) 
11 River 1o enter hole and divide (5) 
12 Look! Feet — yards — high! (5) 
13 Cook fowts and dine where it's 
always cold (9) 
14 Much love of money among 
Poles produces cooked lamb (7) 
16 Cocktail takes little Hime and lot 
of nalse (7) 1 : 
18 Pub drink raparted: that's no 
way io tracdiel (7) 
20 Musllm hesitantly acquiring 
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ANADA'S federal govern- 

ment scored a major victory 
when the Supreme Court de- 
cided in an historic ruling that 
the province of Quebec cannot 
secede without first getting the 
governmenîas consent, 

Washington Post, pags 16 


HE remains of 21 bodies 

were unearthed from uaulti- 
ple graves by Indonesian human 
rights commiasloners in the 
north Sumatran province of 
Aceh. The discovery reinforces 
locals’ claims that atrocitiea 
were committed by the army 
during the regime of General 
Suharto. 

Meanwhile the army sacked 
Lieutennnt-General Prabovyu 
Subianto, a son-in-law of 
Suharto, following investigatlons 
into the abduction of political 
nctivists. 


HOOLAN Devi, a bundit 

leader turned poliücian, was 
in idîing after police ln the 
Indiiın state of Tnr Praclesh 
tried to arrest her on charges of 
mass murder, abducüurn anci 
robbery. 


ING Hussein of Jordan ap- 

pointed his leading courtier, 
Fayez Tarawneh, to fori a DEW 
government after the cabinet 
offered its resignation amid a 
growing scandal over contami- 
nated drinking waler. 


LEADING Italian insurance 

company, Assicurazioni 
Generali, has agreed to pay 
8100 million to honour thou- 
sands of pre-war policies taken 
out by people later victimised by 
the Nazis. 


N INCREASING number 

of middle-aged women are 
smoking, a World Health Organi- 
satlon conference in Vleanra 
heard. In Asla and Russia, the 
number of women smokers las 
risen fastest. 


HE New Zealand govern- 

ment announced new gun 
cont’ol measures but stopped 
short of banning miltary-style 
semi-automatic weapons despite 
widespread public support for 
such acdon. 


ROSTITUTION in Southeast 

Asla İş one of the region’ big 
employers and earners, an Inter- 
natlonal Labour Organiaation re- 


: port said. It accourıts for between 


2 per cent and 14 per cent of 


, GDP ln Indoneala, Malaysia, thie 


Philippines and Thailand. 


N ORWEGIAN police arrested 
three Greenpeace activints 
after a 48-hour accupatlon of the 
Deepsea Bergen rig in the . 
Norwegian Sea, 


: . ¥ OEL Barr, the American . 
defector who hecamée one of 
` the most Important flgur'es in 
the modernisaton of the Söoviet | 
, Union’s elaborate alr defence | 
network, has died in St Peters- 


, burg at the age of 82. . 


died, and with the high water 
expected to remain until mid- 
Seplember when the rainy sea- 
gon enda, the prospect ia that 
many more will die. 

The 1988 floods, the worst in 
recent memory, killed more than 
5,000 peaple. 

Many’ farmers have been un- 
able to plant thelr crops on time, 
and wells have been contami- 
nated. The government estimates 
damage so far at $230 mlllion. 

PHOTOGRAPH: RAFIOUIR RAHMAN 


ATER invades the Bangla- 

deshi port of Narayanganj, 
cutting rail and ferry links with 
the rest of the country. The worat 
flooding in Bangladesh for 10 
years has left millions of people 
marooned and clinging to their 
swamped homes. 

The floods have engulfed two- 
thirds of the deflta country for 
more than six weeks, arid digs- 
rupted the lives and work of 
25 millon people. 

More than 550 people have 


Suu Kyi ends road protest 


A government statement said the 
ailments Ms Suu Kyi was conıplain- 
ing of were “common ailnıents that 
arè easily treatable". 

Her protest followed a similar 
standoff last month, which the mili- 
tary forcibly ended and after which 
she had to rest due to dehydration. 

. Shortly before Ms Suu Kyl re- 
turned home, more than 100 shı- 
dents staged a protest in support of 
the NLD's demand for a parliament 
to be assembled. The sit down 
protest, which was broken up by riot 
police, was the firat of its kind since 
December 1996, when the authori 
tleg closecl the country’s universşitles 
to prevent skudent demonstrations. 

„One Rangoonr-based diplomat, 
contacted by telephone from 
Bangkok, quoted witnesses as say- 
ing that rlot police took away two 
truckloads of protesters, Police 
cloged off roads around the univer 
sity after the proteat. 0 

. Rangoon university was a hotbed 
of anti-government protest in 1988, 
when the military a student. 
led uprising for democracy. Diplo- 
mats said the protesters had begen 
wearing red headbands like. those 


. that became popular during the up- 
fek...  .,. . : 
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Reuters In Rangoon 


HE Burmese opposition leader, 

Ãung San Suu Kyi, returned 
home in an ambulance on Monday, 
ending a 13-day protest against the 
military government's restrictions 
on her movements. 

She and three supporters had 
refused to leave their minivan just 
outside the capital Rangoon since 
August 12, when their route west 
wag blocked. 

Hours before her protest ended, 
her National League for Democracy 
party issued a statement saying that 
senior party meribers had begged 
her to call it off pecause of her “eriti- 
cal health conditlon”. ا‎ 

Last Sunday the NLD warned 
that she was dehydrated, suffering 


' from conştipation and “might go 


into shock any time”. E 

, Tt aaid she was willing to end the 
protest only if the authorities freed 
97 of her supporterş held since 
May. There is no indication that the 
government has nıet this demand, 
a8 that Ms Suu Kyi was “very 
poorly”. He said the authorities had 


sgt up heavily guarded road blpcks 
` around the gates to her compound, 


Yeltsin redraws 
the political map 


Lebed, Russia's chief foreign loan 
envoy Anatoly Chubais, and the 
man Mr Chernomyrdin replaced, 
Sergei Kiriyenko, all urged the 
lower house, the State Duma, to 
approve the nominee's candidacy. 

But Boris Nemtsov, a senior 
minister İn the outgoing cabinet and 
once seen as Mir Yeltain’s natural 
heir, spoke out against the appoint- 
ment, Declaring that he would not 
serve in Mr Chernomyrdin's gov- 
ernment if asked, the liberal seen as 
the archetypal young reformer said 
nolhing would change in Russia 
until its oligarchic imitation of a 
market economy was done away 
with. Mr Chernonıyrdin has been 
brought in with the oligarchs’ 
backing. 

“Either the president's decisions 
are right, or they are not discussed,” 
he said acidly. "Palace intrigues 
played a role in what happened." 

Aware of how severely Mir Yeltsin 
has been weakened by the events of 
Ihe pist few days and that Mr Cher- 
noımyrdin has been brought in ta 
builkl a new political coalition, Duma 
representatives on Monday (lw 
mamled fundaincnial changes to 
lhe way that Russia is governed in 
exchange for supporting tlie prime 
ministeı*designate. 

Gennady Seleznyov, the moder- 
qite Conımunist who chairs the 
lıwer house, sald Mr Cherno- 
myrdin had agreed ta form a coali- 
tion government that included 
noınineeSs from a spectrum of politi- 
cal parties. He said government offi 
cials and representatives fron the 
two houses of parliament would 
meet this week o draw up an eco- 
noanıic crisiş programme. 

Mir Seleznyov, hoping to realise a 
long-cherished dream of limiting 
the vast powers given to the presi 
dent by the 1993 constitution, said 
the Duma would enshrine in law a 
presidential pledge not to interfere 
in the government's work. 

Golng further, the three nıain 
left-patriotic blocs in parliament, led 
by the Communist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov, demanded a complete 
change of economic course in ex- 
change for considering Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin's candidacy. 

They called for nationalisation of 
industry, protectionism, the resig- 
nation of Mr Yeltsin and a re- 
designed constitution that would 
mıake Russia a parliamentary state. 

“In the face of tle disaster threat- 
ening our fatherland, the time has 
come to consolidate all sound forces 
in Russian society,” they sald. 

"This decision lacks any logic,” 
aaid parliamentary leftist Nikolai 
Ryzhkovy. “When Yeltsin sacked 
Chernomyrdin five months ago, he 
sacked him for a reason.” 

Mr Kiriyenko, a 36-year-old 
banker fom Nizhny Novgorod, 
never had a political base in parlia- 
ment, which disliked his political 
liberalism, and was regarded with 


` suspicion by the powerful buysiness- 


men and regional leaderş who 
control much , of Rugsia's wealth. 
They. feared he might implement 
laws that forced them to pay tax or 


. go baqkrupL : 
The, catalyst for. Mr Kiriyenko’s 


downfall was last week's devaluation 
of the roublê and the debt default, 
which occurred deapite his success 
in July in pérsuading the IMF to 
grant Russia an emergency loan. 


` Financê, pêgê 14... 


road support for parlia- 
ng : 


agreement 


James Meek In Moscow 


RESIDENT Boris Yeltsin 

sacked his entire govern- 

ment for the second time in 
fre months and brought back the 
nan he fired, Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
zs prime minister. 

Russia's political map was torn up 
and redrawn last Sunday as Mr 
Yellsln unambiguously named Mr 
Chernomyrdin as his preferred suc- 
cessor, and parliament moved to 


' daip radically enlarged sovereign 
| Powers. 

' [n a humbling nıoment that may 
, mark the start of a gradual with- 
' drawal from tle helm of state, Mr 
. Teltsin appeared on national tele- 


vision to heap praise on Mr Cherno- 
nyrdin, whom he abruptly sackecl 
35 prime minister five months ago 
and has been forced to reinsiate, 

“No one expected that the world 
nancial crisis would hurt Russia so 
tyr” he said. “lu {hese vircum- 
stances fhe niain priûrity is not to 
alloy ourselves to slip backwards, 
and to ensure stability. What we 
need today is heavyweights, I De- 
leve Chernomyrclin's weighl1 aud 
perience is what is callecl for," 

For the first time the president, 
iged 60, who has tipped nııny suc- 
isos in al kthe-cuff remarks and 


| ermormyrdin: back inı charge 


„ ™S hought to be seeking a consti- 
yl loophole to run for a third 
hy 2000, told the country that 
ا‎ back his new prime minis- 

0 effect putting a time limit on 

. MOM turbulent political career. 
ا‎ my proposal lies another 

te t Consideration: to ensure 
3j o eelon of power in the year 

5 he said. “Chernomyrdin's 

ities are decency, honesty‏ ا 

e th ‘roughness, 1 think these will 

¢ deciding arguments in the 


; lia] election. Neither 
polled ki E E out of power, have 


e Will be scepticism that Mr 
! aj ê Sincere, but the political 
ji, , SINeSS coalition that hacked 
bellevea he is unelec- 
and looks ta Mr Cherno- 


1 to 
Rin 1o, protect its interests. 


Ment anprovi 9 
inca] jg YS continuing 


° rouble fell ' 13 kopecka 
, „ kapeck 
| ue: bl dollar, 2 per cent of Ita 
: nour hor... ere still refusing to 
| Ure ûusehold depositors’ hard 
iı ceountê; and a meetirıg Of 
tug Officials with Western cred- 
Ao Cd to reach 
Rt rescheduling, 
ential hopeful Alexander 


ı1ı 
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Briefly 


HOSE who fear tlıe political cog: 

secuences in Russia have forgot 
ten one thing: any successor 1û 
Yeltsin would be faced wilh the 
same economic problems (Augusl 
16). The government can't pay ils 
existing state employeés, so Imag 
ine the implications of putting lhe 
whole nation back on the giyernr 
meni payroll by restoring the can 
mand economy. That would be 
dangerous for the hardline commie 
nists — they would certainly avec io 
take advice from the Chinese gov- 
erıment on “market socialism", As 
for Ihe extreme right, repression , 
would only acld fuel to {lıe fire. 

The days nf Russia as a single ; 
slate could be numbered if tlıere fs : 
total economic collupse, Whal Ile | 
West should be worriecl ahout is ! 
that Ruşsia's nukes coukl fall info ' 
the hands of local rulers. 1 
Clare Hartiey, | 
London 1 

| 


S$ A survivor of the Gerınan | 
altempt to annihilate tle Jews of 
Europe, I cannot understand wh} 
our prinne minisler's office and “the 
international Jewish community’ ! 
object to the cross at Auschwitz 
(August 1B). : 
The perseculion and killing ul 
Jews las becn lhe praclice of lhe 
Church since ils Inception. 1 ound 
its culmination in the ınass Iurler 
perpulrated by a Clristinn ıalion. 
which orıly follswud a long estar 
lisherl tradition. The eross is (hur 
fore a filling symbol lo be’ 
maintained at Auschwitz, the mit 
nularious of ùl murder inslallalions. ' 
lı should serve as a reminler 
my iellow jews ihat {he cross is al 
the root of our sufferings, and thal 
Auschwitz is not a holy shrin¢. | 
David Ben-Dor, | 
Ranial-Gan, Israel | 


IONA MEEHAN, who works M , 4 


Mekelle, capital of Ethiopla’ 
Tigray pr'ivince, lalks about “ter: 
lain facts gelling lost" {August 9. 

As a foreign journalisl living Û 
Erilrea | could have written tha 
same letter, only clanging hê 
names of the countries. If you 
at the world ınıedia, where does 
the news come from? Acldis Ababe. 
tlıe Ethiopian capital, And where d0 
the facts, and actually every sensê 
of proportion, get lost? In Adds 

baba. 
Martin Stolk, 
Asmara, Eritrea 


A T THE last Lambeth Conftr 
ence, some European bishops 
wanted to discuss polygamy, bu 
were told by African bishops not ¢ 
dabble in a culture they knew nollr 
ing about (Hard line on ga¥ê wi 
help Church relations’, August 16 
(Canon) Neville Boundy, 

Bristol 
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cade ago when higher educa- 
ba و‎ e or less free lo 
students, there WAS a substantial 
proportion sflow-comnıltment, free- 
wheeling passengers Among their 
a there are none. Markel 
mechaıisns may be anathema lo 
manyın the +d ucational community, 
but fey certainly help to focus the 
stuentmind. 
David Coy, 
“versity of Waikato, 
Jamilton, New Zealand 


ETER OWENS-ia right ahout 
Pp the Unhcd States approach to 
[inıncing higher education: loacling 
u sludenl down wilh debt is a recipe 
for disaşirî WhY nol give a student 
a gıpnl, aS in the old days, İn ex- 
elxige for a permanend incone lax 

+êurclharge? Essentially have society 
make an cquily investment in him 
or her instead of debi. That way, 
since the surcharge would apply lo 
all income, the wealthy would ııot 
apply ind we woıılcl nûl even need a 
means ttsl. 

Under the new proposals Ox- 
bridge may become inaccessible to 
the "lower classes" as low-inconie 
sludenls are frightened off by the 
prospecl ol a mounlain of (lebt. 
What a legacy for New Labour. I 
reacdl a slateınend by a Tory minister’ 
not long ago, lo tht effect thal now 
that sn many local universities are 
available, impecunious students 
should live at hoımv. But J] had 
hopedl {or better from Tony Blair. 
Brian 4| Jones, 

Brooklyn, New York, USA 


Straight talk 
in German 


HE FIRST ol William Droz: 
diak's misunderstandings is his 


does not mean a forın uf geryernl 
"Teutonic resistance to clrange", but 
is a naıme lor red tape and polili- 
cians pulling off refornıs demanded 
by the penple (The Germans have a 
word for il, August 9). 

The second misconception is 
obviously caused by his ignorance 
of linguistic matters: reductions of 
spelling rules by 50 per cent (from 
212 to 112) and of comma rules by 
30 per cent (fron 53 to nine), which 
he calls “hardly revohutionary”, are 
in fact tremendous alterations by 
linguistic standards. 

Apart from that, even the most 
superficial investigation into the 
problem or even regular newspaper 
reading would have shown that 
spelling reforms were by no means 
“hailed as a major breakthrough" 
but met with harsh criticism at both 
the grassroots and expert level, 

Outstanding linguists have 
pointed out that nearly all the sinı- 
plifying effects have been lost dur- 
ing the prûcess of cobbling together 
this patchwork of compromises. 
When musing on the problem of 
language acquisition and its “tricky 
tasks" Drozdiak mentions umlauts, 
hyphens and commas. He is evi- 
dently obliviouıs of the fact that each 
of those has its equivalent In 
English. 1 

Nevertheless the last attempt at 
simplifying English spelling was 
presented to Parliament in 1949 and 
was defeated. Some background 
knowledge plus a broader perspec- 
live orı the problems related to lan. 

guage reforms might well haye 
prevented Drozdiak from alring 
such naive views. ٍ 
Franziska Kinnpp, 
Berlin, Germany | 


bours, August 16). That sets it apart 
from Uzbekistan, Tajlkistan and 
Russia. This is probably due to 
potential business deals between 
Turkmenistan and the Taliban gOV- 
ernment in Kabul. 

In 1996 a $2 billlon gas pipeline 
project to deliver Turkmen gas 
through Afglıanistan to Pakistan 
was being studied by the Saudi 
Delta Oil company aid the United 
States lInocal corporation. Had it 
not beeıı for the inconvenience of 
the Afghan civil war, Turkmenistan, 
Pakistan and the Taliban govern’ 
ment would have benefited han# 
somely fr'onı this project. 

But the project is likely to rgfiall 
a pipe-dream. Even if viclorjolis t€ 
Taliban will not bring #fuce to 
Aiglıanistan. The civil yar will not 
end until neighbouring sles cease, 
nnce antl for all, tlrelı’ interlerence 


THE EDITOR 


2 LETTERS TO 


Double standards lie on 
the road to resentment 


in the world's poorer countries. 
Ethnocentric arrogance, racist alti 
tudes and a lack of comnıon cour- 
tesy and common sensc arê too 
often standard fare from embassy 
employees. 

Tlıe destruction of the US em- 
bassles in Kast Africa is indefensi- 
ble, and I hope the culprits are soon 
discovered and brought to justice. 
Such.derisions to use violence are 
ultimatêly as arragant and lrçespon- 
sible as tlre situations tliat they 
claim to adeiress, Yet, when the 'JS 
media or individuals ln rUcenl 
wecks lıave asked, “Why ua?", I1 has 
bec ctlisturbingly casy lo imagine 


wlıere same of {he resenlmenl | and proxy wars. Pakistan's suppor 


for ihe Taliban jsan open secre 

the US adriinhtallon "tğe” onc 

“ittie to restrnlo Islamabats Iavolve- 
"nent. That ig probably 4ecausc Tal 

` ban forces are fiercely anti-lranian 
antl anii-Russiatl. 

This bizarre alignment nıakes the 
Taliban a natural ally of the US; the 
must rigidly religious group in the 
world stands in the same camp as 
the selfcleclared champion of uni- 
versal human riglıts and democracy. 
(Dr) Shahram Akbarzatich, 

La Trobe University, 
Virloria, Australia 


ICHARD GALPIN says: “Tajik- 
istan, Uzbekistan and Kazakh- 
stan — wlıiclı border Afghanistan 
. . ." Kazaklıstan cloes not borcler 
Afghanistan; but of the former 
Soviel Central Asian republics, 
Turkmenistan floes. 
Tor A Afarit, 
Trondheim, Norway 


OFT 


of learning 


ROFESSOR Peter Owens warns 
f about the downsides of adopt- 
ing a user-pay3 tuition fee system 
for universily education: huge loan 
burdens: tired students in class 
because of concurrent part-time 
jobs; and high dropout rates 
{Learning the hard way, August 16). 

New Zealand has had experience 
of a tuition (ee/loan scheme syslen 
for about five years. 

As a university lecturer my obser- 
vations of the New Zealand scheme 
support two of his negatives, Many 
students arê accumulating such 
huge debts that there are certain to 
be significant social ramifications 
down the line, such as substantially 
delaying the purchase of a house 
and the raising of a family, 

After much debate in the mid- 
1990s ihe governnıent committed 
ilself to a 25 per cent tullion fee: 
75 per cent subsidy (as ley cal! it) 
mallo lo reflect lhe supposerl pri- 
vat¢/public benefit of higher educa- 
lion. However, in the recent budget 
this policy was abandoned and tle 
subsidy was cul to 72 per cent for 
1999, Tuilion fees and student debts 
are certain to increase again next 
ycar. 

, Excessive parHime employment 
İs also a noticeable problem. The 
quanlily and quallly of study beyond 
furmal classes arıd assignments is 
climîinished and there İş a mentality 
among niany sludents of making a 
real clfort only for work that con- 
tributes to course grades. 
On the positive side, we now have 
the highest participation rate in 
higher edutcation. Also, in contrast 


arama 


againsl thc cmlzassies could caine 
fron. 

One nececls to üııly consîcler the 
people lurncil away each (lay in 
tears, not because 1lıey have bee! 
toll No, but because hey" havg} 
shabbily Irealed. For gy er 
bassy enıployece whp-ifals with the 
public ا و‎ and consider 
ately, thergscêms to be anı incon1pe- 
tent and încnnsidem=t€ counterpart. 
‘The fecenl ban ™tgEs strike me as a 
politicised back for suubbery 


and gn™rY. 


jir i 
e Morocco 


Strange aiies 
in Afafanistan 


[KKMENISTAN is one of the 

three Central Asian states that 
shares a border with Afghanistan. 
Yer, unlike its neighbours, the ROV- 
ernment of Turkmenislan has not 
macdle any_nublic displays_of anxie 
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HE appalling outrage in tlhe 

double bombing of United 
States embassies in Nairobi and 
Dar-es-Salaam deserves universal 
condemnation, as dld the earlier 
incidents in Saudi Arabia, Lockerbie 
and Beirut in which US cilizens 
were targeted {US puts $2 nuilian 
bounty on bontbers, Aılgust 16). 

Such aclions, regretlably, are 
likely to conlinuc. They represent 
the frustration of fesperate men 
who themselves arc consumed witlı 
raucour over tle aupercilious and 
arroganl manner ip which the US 
conducts its affairs agains Certain 
peuples and couulrics in this irae 
ious worl cammunity. 

The US chins thal it has (un 
spuciliel) world reapousibilillos — 
whiidever Ihıt ıncans — Dut wlno 
geve Lhem hose responsibilities 
mul why ure {hey discharged wilh 
so numy double sfamlarcs? To 
quute Suphucles: "Ugly deecls are 
tauglhıt by ugly deccls.” 

Ed Simpson, 
#lfsley, Ontario, Canad 


WAS visiting mily in lhe Unite 
Slates when the danbassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania were bonbed. 


"jhe lypiral stunned response lo | 
hese allavks was: Why us? Whar i 


thc Amrican rnbassy?" 

Part of ihe atswer ıav he AWN 
Irony David Gough's iit {Grief 
uuiles Kenya ws deatlı lull 
otis, August 441 iu which Israeli 
rset wnrkers criticise their US 

vuunterurts for focusing resclle 
èfforıs on embassy enıployees only. 
"f've rever seen Such behaviour," 
.( comments one of he lsraells. Unfor- 
uiately,, “such behaviour" is conı- 

| monpincs in many embaësles. ay 
ی‎ 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 


mrindounHEolob of 
Kont fills 


Cameroon and the Deng Deng for- 
est İn east-central Cameroon. The 
Bank says it has been given no in- 
formation on alternative routes and 
fears for the future of the rare black 
rhino in the affected forest. 


Investing in the right Unıt Trusts or Mulual Funds can brıng 
excelient advantages, but can you afford the time to research the 


by Glen Arm- 
strong, the 
manager of the 
environment dir 
vision, says the 
plan “neglects 
the Bank's pok 
icy on natural 
habitats". The r... 
policy says the @w' ûj 
Bank “will not ig 1 
pO i... ; 
jects which in- 
valve significant conversion or 
degradation of critical natural habi- 
tats, unless there are no feasible 
alternatives”. 

The pipeline is routed through 
the Mbere Rift valley in northern 


Kell want to make the right 


Investment Fund Services or 


' support 


Exxon, which heads the consor- 
tium, needs the Bank's backing to 
get $1.6 billion in loans from inter- 
national banks to finance the pro- 
jeclL It is pushing for a go-ahead 
before the end of the year. 

Korinna Horta, from the Environ- 
ment Defence Fund in Washington, 
where the World Bank is based, 
said: “Exxon is lobbying very hard 
at the Bank and has the backing of 
the traditional economic lobby who 
are prepared to overlook the very 
real environnıental dangers for the 
sake of development . . . But there İs 
resistance [at the Bank] because of 
the fate of the tribal people, who get 
no benefit." 

The World Bank team, leaded 


Investments 


21 


considered by the Bank's governors 
in October. 

The pipeline is to be built by a 
consortium of Exxon, Shell and Elf, 
and is expected to double the size of 
Chad’s economy in 10 years. The 
first of the 900 milllon barrels of ojl 
reserves is likely to reach.the coast 
by late 2001 if the plan 18: approved 
this autumn. 

Among the issues raised by the 
World Bank's environmental team's 
report, a copy of which has been 
sent to the Guardian, is the future of 
pygmy tribes in Cameroon and 
traditional pastoral people in both 
countrieg, whose lifestyle will be 
disrupted by the pipeline and the 
population influx it is Hikely to bring, 


thousands of funds on offar? 


INTRODUCING STANDARD CHARTERED INVESTMENT FUND SERVICES 
Standard Chartered Investment Fund Services can relieve you of much of the time and effort involvad in 


researching and selecting the right funds for you. 
Our Investment Fund Services team have analysed more than 7,000 Unit Trusts and Mutual Funds 


from around the world io create a short list of top-performing funds. We then use unique risk profiling 


techniques to help you select the funds that are best suited to your individual needs. 


1. Once youve made your choice, we'll help you buy and sell your investments and we'll aven hold tham 
„ İn safe cüstody on your behalf. 
.. ` ' Like all aspeats of our Investment Fund Services, these beneflts are provided absolutely free of charge, 
1 8o: we hope that, having considerèd the questlon we've posêd above, you'll want to say 1 do'. 
2 .. For more information about our Investment Fund Services - Or about our other accounts and 
. ` 1 ' ' gervices ~ please return the coupon below to: 
' Standard Chartered Bank (C} Limited, PO Box 830, St Heller, کد‎ JE4 OUF. 
Or, call Mrs Noreen Le Cornu on Jersey +44 (0). 1534 507001. Fax: +44 (0) 1534 5071 2. 


The principal place of business ofl Standard Chartered Bank 0 Limited ıa Jersey, and Ila pêd up capital and raservss exceed £48 million. Copies of 
lhe latesi audited accounts are avallable On requést. 


Daposits mate wiih tha offlos of Slandatd Chartarsd Bank {CI} Limited In Jersey are nat' ne by the Depoelt Pratectlon Schemes 
under the YK Banking Aot 1987. Jersey ıs nol parl of the UK. ر‎ 

The Issub o! Ihls adverıisanent ln ihe UK has bean approved by Slandatd Cherlered Bank, Lorldon, a e of IMRO and SFA. Plaase natal howayvar 
that business with Standerd Chartered Bank (CI) Limited and with other Standard Chartered Group affikcas oulslde tha UK 1s not anglble for {a} all or 
mas! ot-tha prolectlons provided under the UK's Financial Services Aci or {bj compensation under Ihe UK's Inveslors' Compengatlari Scheme. 


Minımum, InIllal invasimeni C5, e {or currenoy, او‎ aan ba spilt balwsen two junds Hs. . 2,600 .per lurdı Tene £2,500 lar ey 


1 


r equivalent) per fund. . 


== eal e ae e e e a a a a e e ea e a 
a ااا یا وای ا او و و و ی ی اواو و وا ی ی ی و ا ا ی ا س ا س ا ا‎ 


`... To: Mrs Noreen Lé. Comu, Standard Clıartered Bank (CI Lırnited, FO od E Sy a RH e UE Ged e 
1 "` Telaphons. Jersey +44 (Û) 1534 507001. Fax: +44 (Û) 1534 807112. 
Ê "` Doyou requlra mors information aboul Sjanderd Charlered irvesimenl Fund Services? 


. 1Do rDonth 
, IPO  IDont0 
I1 Do O", FOon" I 


0 Dd you rgqulre nore Inforrniatlon abaul our Qlher offshore accOUnls and services? 


Do'youı require or free fact shest "The Do's and Don'ts of Invesling in Collective Invesımênt Şchames"? 


, 000-10000 O .tiooooreaoip o s2s000-0.000 O oyêr £50,000, 


Standard f Chartered 


i How much capllêt ara yoy considering Invesling? . 
: : 9 e Ol ١ 


QLAROIAN WEEKLY 
Augıst 30 198 


World Bank green code blocks pipeline 


ا 
N OIL pipeline that could‏ 
tranaform the economic‏ 
future of two of Africa's poor-‏ 
eşt countries, Chad and Cameroon,‏ | 
fs belng held up by environment‏ 
slalf at the World Bank, who say it‏ 
does not conform tO the organisa-‏ 
dons newly adopted green code.‏ 

The issue is causing internal 
strife at the Bank between trad 
tonal economists, who believe that 
he benefits of mega-projects trickle 
down to the poor, and new staff who 
haye leaked thê environmental as- 


GUARDIAN WERA: 
BUS 0 i 


the opposition, Last Saturday Pred 
dent Omar el-Bashir addressed “he 
nu'ch of anger" that hiş EOVert 
ment had laid on. Thousands (i 
soldiers, schoolchildren and gu, 
ernment enıployees, trucked in for 
the occasion, paraded through 
Khartoum shouting “America mos 
be destroyed" and "Yesterday 
Nairobi, tomorrow the White 


House”, Mr Bashir told them lh 


with its raid the US had “opened the 
doors of holy war and paradise" (oa 
people familiar “with the sweetness 
of martyrdom", 

Bul his strongest rhetoric wa: 
reserved for the exile opposition, a 
coalition of Arab and other Muslin 
northerners and African southern 
ers. John Garang’s Sudan Peûple's 


find Ter ae ا‎ 


sessments to try to halt the project. 
tis kely to form a test case when 
e $2.6 billion, 1,600km pipeline is 


Liberation Army confrols large 
segments of the south; the Arab 
Musliıns have more recently seize 
border regions in the Kassala and 
Port Sudan irea of the ıurlh 
"There are lhose whu are much 
worse than Clinton," hc sail, “and 


‘20 per cent’ 
th Sud ." ther f; - 
a e 1 e te of [ndonesia 


banner lıeadlines, “who arlmitte l' 0 
urging ilıe US to slrike", They wer ا‎ 
trying t0 “cliınb ta power on Aner ans S 0 en 
can shoulcleı's". س ل ج‎ > 
This is just the kinel of deniakog: | John ÃAgllonby In Jakarta 


sald Mr Suleiman, lo which lhe rii \: IIE World Bank tried to 


wus bouncl tu give rist. “We arr Î . 
inviledl 1u find eurselves lonking ry its relations with 
he sky" — for lhe exlernal ene: | ' ean a eck hera 
— “insleicl of where lhc real prob lim internal Bank report 
lens lie, which is riglt here, on i that 20 per cent of its 
grumd, and of our gvermmen | ® velopmenil funda for Jakarta 
ki tre embezzled by corrupt 
[rdonesian officials. 
Some analysts alleged that the 
gure was a fair estimate and 
hat the Bank was not only aware 


'‘dthe corruption but did little 
„prevent İt, 

But the Bank’s director for 
hdonesia, Dernis de Tray, said 
ther meeting the country’s 

ed ny ani minister, 
(andjar Kartasasmita, that 
j here was no substance to the 
i feure quoted in the report. 
"don't deny the ااا‎ lof 
trruption] but the 20 per cent 
is anecdotal. I don’t know 
the report gets the flg- 
Ure,” he said in reference to an 
in the Asian Wall Street 
, Which printed the leak. 
World Bank report, from 

1997, sald that much of the cor- 
npton could be attributed to 

ruling Golkar party, particu- 
liy in the run-up to the general 

that May.‏ نن 

The Bank's east Asla and 

¢ director, Jean-Michel 
4 10, confirmed in 
tshington last week that the 


کے -۔- -: ¥ 4 
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Botha: faces another subpoetê 


magistrate, Victor Lugaju reat ف‎ 
verdict and delivered elen 


Mr Bo 
Mr Luugau said el, o gs | | rt exdats but said: “The 


was “not in ا‎ he disnuls [20 per cent] was only . 


TT argument that ale in a ا‎ because 
subpoena was technica Jr | | Bê substantlal, VW و ل‎ 
and ruled that, contrary ®. ıl i| | tawhether th e have no 
Botha's claim, no agreement eet; | | gur n° er this 18 a correct 
0 ا‎ chair: Hecause the Bank had no idea 
Alex Boraine, called on و وا ا‎ not try to 
his mind about Th 

He id the suspendel ens a US consul 
made any further refusal to hat the last week 
"very much more serious. f | nthe e per cent was 

“We hope that 1f the SÎ | xljeq o ê Palipark”, but . . 

e hope Bothas e E that it would be imposgi- 


committee needs Mr 1 ii 


dence he will reconsi 0 eld 2 
sely mon-, 
a churel î pervises project im 


Hementnti 
Allan Boesak, denied stepling ¢ înd ony mien , aud whenever we 


` tabi tributions fron! € 

star Paull Simon. 2 1 
.ا و‎ irse 

opened in Cape Town thls wee 1 BJ Hali oneslan pie اق‎ n 


Dr Boesak — former od f Mot out eo 
۲ Cape * oj rruption when he 
the ANC in the Western yfi Pre 
president of the World ae ا‎ Hay, ig co ent o Suharto in 


Cheep wort 


' Reformed Churches — QE. 
counts of fraud and’ theft. 


Botha fined and warned 
he could be sent to jail 


The regime, which has long occu- 
pied a prominent place on the US 
list of “terrorist states”, clearly in- 
tends to do all it car ta get the US 
for a kind of hi-tech terrorism of its 
own. lf wants the United Nations 
Security Council to debate "this 
flagrant act of criminal aggression", 
and an on-the-spot international 
investigation. 

The international inquiry is one 
part of the Sudanese government's 
atrategy. The ather, the domestic 
one, ls to exploit to the hilt the patri- 
otic indignation produced by the 
rald ancl, above all, exploit it against 


visit as part of thejr' training? The 
Americans could not have found its 
equal, for quality and sophistication, 
in all of Sudan." 

The US raid has helped the gow 
ernment a8 İt faces an ever-rising sea 
of troubles — famine in the south, 
civil war, international hostility, and 
mounting unpopularity at home. 

“The government could not be 
happier,” said a lawyer wlıo wished 
to remain anonymous. “Even if that 
factory were producing chemical 
weapons, it could have turned the 
raid to ifs advantage, but imagine 
what it can make of it if İt was not." 


4 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Factory rubble yields no sign of arms 


~— and it bad nothing to do with 
chemical weapons.” 

A leading opposition lawyer, 
Ghazi Suleiman, represents Salah 
Jdrias, the owner of the Shifa plant. 
In spite of his hostility to Sudan's 
Islamic government, Mr Suleiman 
strongly criticises the US allacks. 
“The US has the right to defend it- 
self against terrorism," he said. “But 
on behalf of my cllent . . . Î want to 
perauade the Anterîicans that they 
have made a mistake, This was ua 
chemical weapons factory: do you 
think that, if it was, all the country’s 
pharmacy students would cone tû 


David Hirat In Khartoum 


HERE was precious little 
sien of anything sinister 
when foreign journalists got 
to the controversial chemical plant 
that the American cruise missiles 
hit. No sign, anyway, that anyone 
had been trying to hide anything, or 
planned to do so. Access was easy. I 
simply said I was a journalist, and 
was invited to go around as Î 
pleased — provided [ did not clis- 
turb anything. 
Everything had to be left in place, 
just as it was alter 7.30pnı on Thurs: 


that if British interesta had been 


attacked in such a manner, the 
Labour government would retali- 
ate in the same Way — despite 
complaints from Moscow and 
the Islamic world that 
Washington should have taken 
its case to the United Nations, 

Tony Benn, the former Labour 
cabinet minister who strongly 
criticises his government's 
support for the IS attacks, said: 
“The overwhelming majority of 
evidence . . . indicates that there 
were no chemical weapons being 
made in the Sudan." 

Labour critics also claim that 
the TForcign Office waa not con- 
sulted hefore Tony Blalr gave his 
backing to President Clinton. 


Alex Duval Smith 
in Johannesburg 


HÊ war of wills between P YW 

Botha and the South African 
Truth and Reconciliaion Comnıis- 
sion is likely to continue, despile 
last week's court verdict thal the 
former apartheid president was 
guilty of ignoring İts summons. 

The court in George, Weslern 
Cape, fined Mr Botha 10,000 rand 
($1,600), with the alternative of 
12 months in jail, and imposed an 
additional 12 months" jail sentence 
suspended for five years for refus- 
ing to obey a subpoena to testify be- 
fore the commission's human riglıts 
violations comnniittee. 

Mr Botha, aged 82, who is to 
appeal, is likely to be called by the 
coınmission's arnnesty committee. 
Another refusal to testify could 
bring his suspended sentence into 
effect. 

The human rights violations com- 
mittee ended its work last month 
ancl İs due to report to President 
Nelson Mandela in October, But the 
anınesty committee — which still 
has to consider about 1,200 appeals 
for clemency from perpetrators of 
apartheid crimes — will continue 
sitting for another six months at 
least. 

The former law and order minis- 
ter Adriaan Vlok, the former police 
comnissioner Johan vah der 
Merwe, ancl the former police hit 
squad commander Eugene (le Kock 
have named Mr Botha In their 
ainnesty applications as having 
directly ordered murders, bomb- 


ings and the torture of apartheld op- j ti 


pohents. 
Mr Botha, wlo ruled’ ‘ South 


Africa for 11 yedi's until he suffered |. 


a stroke and was ûustad by ihe re- 
formist F W de Klerk in 1989, 
showed no emotion when the black 


Plant ‘was making nerve gas’ 


evidence” that Mr hin Laden was 
involved in the recent attacks o11 
US emhassies in east Africa. 

His comnıenta came as the US 
justified its bombing rald on 
Sudan — as well as that in 
Afghaniatan — by insisting the 
Shifa pharmaceutical plant in 
Khartoum had a role in produc- 


HE British government 

claimed ast Sunday it had in- 
dependent evidence that Osama 
bin Laden, the Saudi dissident 
millionaire, haa been conspiring 
to achieve a chenılcal and blolog- 
ical weapons capability ta SUB- 
tain an internatlonal campaign 
of terrorism, write Guardian 


reporters. ing chemical weapons. 
In the face of growing concern The US natlonal security ad- 
about the United States’ choice viser, Sandy Berger, said Waslıing- 


ton had “physical cvidence"" tliat 
the Shifa plant was making inı- 
gredients for VX nerve gas. 

Mir Robertson’s atance startled 
some leftwing critics. He said 


1 : 2 1 1 I ٤ 0 
Congolese rebels prepare to move towards the a ر‎ government soldiers PHOTO: CORINHNE DUFhA 


of targets for last week’"s retalia- 
tory cruise missile attack, the 
Defence Secretary, George 
Robertsan, sald Whitehall had 
also acquired “independent 


day last week when tlıe ırHssiles 
snıagshed into it witlı such deadly 
accuracy that they barely damaged 
adjoining buildings. 

In the reception area, saniples of 
ls wares were scallercl urauncl: 
Sluifatrup, SIuifauol, Shifacef, Whun 
1 ğickecl ûne up, Alamımadin Shibli, 
the export manager, carefully re- 
placecl it. Nû one, le explainerl, 
must (ouch anything before inler- 
national experts exanminerl the site. 

Dr Shibli's great hopes were 
pinned on the laboratory. The uilk 
af the plant is utterly demolishecl 
but the laborntory is the least tlaın- 
ngedl. There, amid the rubble, one 
can ınake out plıials that are still (lis. 
ceruibly inlacl. "This is wlıai we will 
show tbe liuvesllgators,” he said. "In 
those boaitles are the reagents Lhat 
will prove what we really dil here 


Angola troops pour in to bolster Kabila 


news agency Lusa reported that 
Angola now had 2,000 troops in 
Lower Congo province. 

The rebels said they lıacl {aken 
the sirategic northern town of 
Kisanganl, Congo's third largest 
town. The government denied the 
report. Arccorting to diplomats in 
Kinshasa, the military silualion 
remains confusecl and is best de- 
scribecl as fluid. 

What is without doubt is lhat the 
arrival of foreign troops has consid- 
erably boosted Presiclent Knbila, 
and the saiglıl of Zimbabwean (roops 
in Kinshasa in lorries loaded with 
ammunition has boistered his 
army's sagging morale, 

lt will also have gone a long way 

` towards reassuring the people of 
Kinshasa, who remain remarkably 
calm in the face of what seems an 
inexorable rebel advance: 


inte Cabinda since the end of last 
week, (hey sald. Ancl rebels say that 
Angolan MiG fighter planes have 
atlackecl rebel-held towns, 
Presfclenl Kabila's governnıent 
says the rebellion is being led by tle 
governınenlts ancl mililary nf Rwancla 
and Uganda, and that Congu's call 
tor help from neighbortring coun’ 
tries is a response 1D "a foreign invit- 
sion of sovereign territory”. 
ÃA lorryloadl of Zimbabwean 
troups was seen driving througlt 
Kinshasa last weekend as lınCon- 
firmed reports reached tle capital 
of a successful Angolan atlack on 
KHona on the Atlantic coast. The re- 
ports claimed that the Angolans lıad 
captured the city's airport and cul 
off the advancing rebels from their 
rear supply base. 
Quoting an unidentified Angolan 
military source, the Portuguese 


David Gough and 
agencias in Kinshasa 


NCGFOLA continucd 1t0 send 
troops into Congo this weck 
anc confirmed that If was providing 
military support to President La 
rent Kahila, Angolan slate radio 
sail: “The government of Angola is 
participaling in this effort so that we 
can find a political solution which 
will put an end to the crisis.” 
Witnesses imn Cabinda, the An- 
gulan eııclave in fornıer Zaire, saicl 
Angolan lroûps poured inlo Congo 
for Llte third day running on Mion- 
day to help fight rebels seeking to 
averthr'ow Mr Kabila, 

They said that the Angolan con- 
voys coınprîsed tanks, armoutrecl 
persontel carriers and trucks carry- 
ing Inındreds of soldiers. Military 
transport planes hal been flying 
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a country lay-by in central Italy 
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Nigerian prostitutes tout for business at 


Anti-vice drive arouses passions 


Last week brought the latest in a 
string of horror storics — {Wo 
Polish girls, hıred to Italy by their 
cousiıs witb the promise of a holi- 
day, were thên imprisoned by thenı, 
beaten, rapecl and tlıreatencd with a 
gun ln ıe temple befure being 
Laken to the slreelts against thuir 
will. Several Albanian "prostitulecs" 
bave turneel vuul ly be lhe victims of 
abductions in their own country. 

The law dealing with prostitution 
tolerantiy — or, say critics, hypovTilt- 
ically — consigns it io a limbo be. 
iwien legality and illegalily. U claies 
(run LUD. 

Initiating a lively exchanye, the 
deputy mayor of Milan, Ricard 134 
Curalao, arglled: "Since then, many 
things have changed. Prostitution is 
a vehicle for much ntore serious 
criminal activites, Behind a streelt- 

ker can lurk drug-trafficking, 
gaming, racketeering, theft and 
even kidnapping." 

Yet inı a soclety with an excess of 
laws, few of which are respected, 
the ldea of sanctioning prostitution 
has aroused deep misgivings. Last 
week, at a nightclub ip Rome, a gay 
rights group staged a mass “tart 
party” to gather funds to pay prosti- 
tutes’ fines and signatures for a peti- 
tion challenging the restrictions. 

Commentators and politicians 
also criticise the restrictions, 
though mast acknowledge the need 
for a change .in the law and some 
argue for the creation of state- 
regulated brothela, Others question 
the effectiveness of any measure 
intended to curtail the “oldest pro- 
fession”., 

. “If not even tle fear of Aids haa 
managed to put the brakes on it," 
observed one columnist, “it is 
doubtful that mere policing will 
yield better results." 


sexılal and transvestite prosiitutes 
at a linc. 

Fines on» street-walkers and/or 
kerbcrawlers have since been inlro- 
duced in Paclua, Yerora, Vicerua, 
Milan ind Triesle, Police anti- 
prostitutinn palrols have heen eslah- 
lished in Florence, while itu uearby 
Prato lhe authorities orelerecl a ınass 
impounding uf hookers' cars. New 
measures are on their way in 
Bologna and under consideration İn 
Rome anıl Cenaa. 

The drive agains vice slices 
through parly dilferences, Mr Chir- 
chi heals a centwe-lefl adininislra- 
tion. The clampdown in Mlilan was 
ordered ly the deputy miuyor ft'onı 
the furmerly neiü-fasuist National 
Alliauce. 

Some local auıthorilies have 
claimed they were notivated by no 
more than a desire to stop the traf- 
fic congestion prompted by kerb. 
crawling “johns”. In most cases the 
fines have been inıposed under by- 
laws against careless driving. 

But counclllors lave also been re- 
sponding to growing disquiet about 
an issue with implications for public 
health, law and order, and social 
morality. According to the police 
survey 12 per cent of Italy's prostl- 
tutes are HIV-positive, yet 43 per 
cent of their sexual contacis are 
without condoms. Livia ‘Turco, a 
minister in Romano Prodi’s centre- 
left cabinet, noted last week that it 
was customary for clients to offer 
double for unprotected sex. Jt was, 
she said, a particularly repellent 
practice İn view of evidence that 
mast of ltaly’s hookers were nat sex 
workers, but sex slaves. 

“Today, the market for prostitu- 
tion is 80 per cent — [ repeat, §Û per 
cent — conlpazed of girls forced to 
take to the streets," she said. 


John Hooper in Rome 


T HAS been clubbed “the summer 
ûf clean pavemens": frum Genoa 
to Trieste nnd from Rome 1o 
Milan, local authorities are ponder- 
ing or have inıposed a clampdown 
an streelwalkers and theîr clients, 

Politically, cconomically And so- 
cially the issue i» dynamile, [1 las 
already become the subject of a pas- 
sionale national debate. 

Hookers and pimps have been 
pouring İnto aly in recent years — 
drawn by û secningly prodigiuuls 
appetite for coınmercial sex among 
Italian males. A police study re- 
leasecl last week concluderl that 
here were 2500D foreign prasli- 
wtes in the counlry, 59 per cent of 
then Nigerians, On average they 
had 30 clients a week, 

lf the police estimates are accurate 
it nıeans tlıat around one in 25 of all 
Italians belweeıı the ages of 18 and 
65 has sone forın of contact with a 
prostitute every seven days. The 
visible evidence does nothing to 
contradict this. 

Not only are there inner-city 
areas dense with prostitution, but if 
las become almost Impossible to 
take a drive in the countryside with 
out passing a lay-by inhabited by 
statuesque Young women 
dressed in little nıore than lingerie. 
They cut especially incongruous fig- 
ures in areas such as Tuscany and 
Umbria, where their “pitches" are 
set up in landscapes straight from 
the background to a Renaissance 
Madonna and child. 

The council in Rimini, bent on 
cleaning up the Adriatic resort's 
seedy image, was the first to act this 
month. The mayor, Giuseppe Chic- 
chil, said one favourite gathering 
place was.drawing up to 220 trans- 
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Palestinian ‘taxmen’ put 
emphasis on extortion 


does not arrest suspected individu- 
als on the background of memos or 
complaints from the concerned tax 
departnıent. Many of the detainees 
are held İor over a year and a lıalf 
without charges, without arrest or- 
ders and without being presented 
before a court of law, The saıne 
applies to the GI and the PSS wilo, 
together with Amer, behave As tax 
collectors, judges and the law." 

Of the 36 detainees who testified 
to the PHRMG, 35 said they had 
been tortured. This month an insııı- 
ance broker, Walid al-Qawasmelı, 
was beaten to death, allegedly the 
victim of an overzealous atteınpt at 
extortion. 

Mr Shawahin escaped a beating 
during his first 11 months in jail, but 
word clearly got around that he was 
an easy target. He was arrested 
agaln by the PSS in Hebrûn in Feb- 
ruary this year and tortured until lı 
handed over 30,000 shekels. 

"The finger in my left hand was 
broken ... This caused me seêverê 
pain during the interrogation, and 
the inlerrogator refused to sencl nıe 
to a doctor for treatment. My front 
teeth were also broken, as well as 
two molars, from all the beating and 
slapping on my face," Mr Shawaliin 
said. “Î was exposed to shabeh |a 
technique involving shackling a 
prisoner in al excrucilaling posi- 
Lun] continuously in the corridor 
anl was prevented from sleeping for 
36 houu's straight" 

When Mir Shawahin went to the 
Hebron tax authorlly after lis ordeal, 
he was told his original tax eslimate 
had been inflated. He owed only 
B,500 shekels. There was no recorth 
of the 280,000 shekels he had handed 
over, He showed the taxmen a hand- 
written chit Mr Anıer had given him, 
but was told it had no legal value. 

According to the PHRMG report, 
Mr Amer, the PSS and GI have 
"callected” an estimated § million 
shekels İn the past two years which 
has yet to find its way into the Pales- 
tinian treasury. 

Bassem Eid, the PHRMG direc- 
tor, sald the finance ministry had 
launched an inquiry into what had 
happened to the money. 

Mir Amer was unavailable for 
comment. Marwan Kanafani, a4 
Palestinian parliamentarlan and one 
of Mr Arafat's medla advisers, said a 
committee had been formed to look 
into the matter. “We are investigat- 
ing it in a very responsible way. Û 
this issue is used by the security 
forces to violate the rights of the 
Palestinian people, we will find aut,” 
Mr Kanafani said. 

There has been a plethora of 
commissions of inquiry in the Pales- 
tinian Authority areas recently, but 
to little effect. 


Jullan Borger 


BRAHIM Hussein al-Shawahin 

finds it hard to talk about tax, 
partly because it is a traumatic sub- 
jecl, but mainly, he says, because 
his front teeth have been smashed 
by selfappointed taxmen in the 
Palestinian police. 

Mr Shawahin is a building con- 
trator who did a lot of work with 
Israeli companies. Like many busi 
nessııen İn the West Bank town of 
Hebron, he was known as a canny 
operator. But in late 1996 tle tax 
aulhorities began to pursue hirn (or 
unpaid VAT equivalent to $3,00Û. 

Mr Shawahin says he was un- 
aware of the outstanding bill, and 
was taken by surprise when Pales- 
tinlan security men arrested himı in 
December that year. He was taken 
to Jericho and jailed without 
charges. After a few months he 
wenl before the district prosectıtor, 
brahim Amer, who gave him a 
choice: pay 250,000 shekels (around 
$56,000) or spend 10 year's in jail. 

“f told him I didn't owe that kind 
of money, that it was an obscene 
amount,” Mr Shawahin says. But le 
«as powerless, Alter 11 months, his 
amily scraped the money together 
buy his freedoın, 

, His case is one of 36 clocumented 
Tı a report published last week by 
| he Palestinian Human Righls Muni- 
lnng Group {PHRMG), whiclı 
i uses members of the Palestinlan 
, in connivance with Mr Amer, 
af extorting money through wrong- 
. Ul imprisonment and torture under 
epretext of collecting taxes. 

, The report also accuses two of 
| Tasser Arafat's paramilitary forces 
i ~ the Preventive Security Service 

K$) and General Intelligence (GD 
' Al — of taking lead roles in the 

FNorliont, 

The PNA [Palestinian National 

lhority] ignores laws and princi- 
Pes in collecting taxes," the report 
' J8. "Ibrahin Amer for example 
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: orbtured until he paid 
over 30,000 shekels in e 
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Hon that half ite transactions are 
attibuted to a parallel black 
economy, remaining content to 
let it lurch from crlais to crlals, 
Nuzhat Ahmad, director of the 
Applled Economica Research . 
Centre at Karachi university, 
saya chronic political instablllty - 
has cdiscoıraged long-term eco- 
nomic planning, Three elected 
governments have been sacked 
in the past JÛ years, after accıt- 
satlonş of corruption andi: 
financlal incopqopetence. ٍ„. 
: Like many Pakistanis, she be- 


İievea bistory. will repeat itself: 


Mr Sharif will be forced from of- 
fice, especially if the rising cost 
.of living leada to social unrest. 


restocit Pakistanî granarles, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwalt 1 
stepped in with emergency funds. 
But for Irfan Puri, sclonı of the 
family firm which enjoys a vir- 
tual monopoly on Pakistan’a fuel 
oil Imports, it ia buginesas as 
uaual. “If we default on our for- 
eign debt, It haa nothing to do 
with the blants,” he argues, “The 
sanctions jiıst made our situa 
tion nakedly: visible, This is what: 
we are worth. THe economic slt- ١ 
uation in Paklatan today:ls dıte 


to corruption.” ° ° | 


Economist and businessmen 
argue that Pakistan's elected 
leaders have failed to ûverbaul a 


syste 8o bedevilled by corrup- ! 


Pakistan’s rich ponder economic crisis 


guilty. There was a time it didn’t 
bother us,” he admits. “But now 
even the have-nots clon't have 


anything any more.” : 


The West punished [India and 


, Pakistan with sanctions for thelr 


nuclear teats in May, cqusing 
fnanclal hardahip. But Pakistan 
is economically the weaker; and 
its grip on democratic politics — 
it returned to civil rule jugt a. . 
decade ago — is tenuous, . 

Last month Washington grew 


۰ so alarmed at the prospect of . 


economic collapse that jt al- 
towed the sale of US wheat to . 


stands on another threshold; 
this time af economic disagter. 

The rupee haa fallen by 15 per 
cent against the dollar, and with 
only $500 million in foreign cur- 
rency reserves and $600 milllon 
due to be repald next month 
on its §30 billion foreign debt, 
there aré fears that Pakistan ja 
on the verge of defaulting. 

The gloom and uncertainty, 
eapecially for the majority of the | 
140 million Pakistanis who live 
in poverty, has even reached Mr | 
Aghazadeh'a classic car club. : 

“Naw we are starting to feel ! 


Suzanne û 
ln Ka oldenberg 
ا ا‎ 
NAG EH ch 
1GHAZAD ews the 
i. inch of lıis cigar and 
cates on the row of vintage 
ا‎ President of Pakistan's 
Ccar club, he should have 
1ة‎ (o ouring this month’p 
dependence day rally 
5 Inoment of tumph. But 
lazadeh ia troubled, asa 
n r well-off Paklatania. 
months after alx test 
ear Ons made it the world’s 
št nuclear power, Paklatan ' 
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left to professionals in the field. 
Moreover the president İs not wel | 
regarded by the military or the CIA 
This is the man who opposed lhe 
Vietnam war, dorlged the draft and 
was at loggerheacls wit the Penla 
gon over gays İn the military Irom 
his first weeks In the White House. 
He is also accused uf using FBI (les 
to discredit key figures in the admin 
isLration of George Bush, a fornier 
CIA boss. What interesl would the: 
have in putting their creclibilil on 
the line to save his political bacon? 

As he took his seat in the Oval oF 
fice — site of many of his daliances 
with Lewinsky — to explain the mil 
tary action to the nation, he was lhe 
beneficiary of serenclipity, not cy 
cism. Here was the Comeback Kid, i 
in an apparently desperate situation ; 
brought about by his own reckless 1. 
ness, bout to revive his fortunes . 
playing the statesman on the inlef 
national stage. This wasn't Wag Th 
Dog, it was Groundhog Day. 


effect the IMF plan for economk , 
reform, and we expect the 
government and Duma to put thes 
reforms into force," the Commis 
slon's president, Jacques Santer, sil 
EU member states channel the 
bulk of Europes aid to Rus 
through the European 
Reconstruction and Development 
the World Bank and the IMF: Bute 
latest $22 billion IMF rescue P4 : 
age was pughed through at the md 1 
tence of the US, with Frente am 
reluctant to ا‎ 
offering Russia repeated ن‎ 
that remove much of M ا‎ 
incentive to impose the و‎ 
tax collection and better blıdget dis 
cipline, thig also means forcing 
big financial houses into 
and cleaning out the Mafiy2- os 
“All this depends on the س‎ 
caming forward with specif hiir 
quests for us to help, and 4 


the package told the Guardian: 
1 sum, the Europeang fear 
ter, both financially’ and 


readiness to take the toug" “re 
the IMF has prescribed. ai 
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at the Saudi millionaire Osama bin 
Laden, who national security circles 
suspect was the chief architect of the 
Kenya and Tanzania embassy bombs 
fron the day they went off. The 
timing was determined by intelli- 
gence reporis that a group of Bin 
Laden's allies were supposed to be at 
the canıp on Thursday last week, 

The attacks clidl indeed provide 
some respite from the legal ancl po- 
litical onslaught the president had 
faced over the past few weeks, but 
to think that he could have devised 
the attack for his own ends both 
overstates his involvement in the 
decision-making process and the 
degree to which those who carried 
it out would have been prepared to 
assist him in this regard. 

As commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces the president does 
have the final say in whether strikes 
should go ahead or nut. But the de- 
tails about whom to attack, when to 
altack and what to attack is largely 


be most exposed, On advice fron1 
Western banks, Russia then said it 
would rethink this clause, 

This is the first attempt by the 
EU, Russia's biggest trading parlner 
by far, to play a major role in eco- 
nomic diplonıacy with Moscow. The 
plan has the backing of Austria, 
Commission officials said last week, 
and reflects the growing frustration 
among European bankers and EU 
offflclals at the repeated failure of 
the Russian government to deliver 
the reforms it has promised. 

“Russia is not a protectorate, It ls 
a soverelgn government, and we 
can only do as much aş the Russians 
themselves are prepared to C2,” one 
EU official said. “But ther'e has been 
g lot of aid, a lot of credits, and un- 
less the Russians get serious about 
reform, (lonor fatigue is setting in, 

There have been sharp 
exchanges in Brussels, reflecting 
similar debates in the Clinton admin- 
istration, belween financial officials 
wlıo waııt to nıake any more ald con- 


` tingent on reform, and defence and 


foreign policy-ınakers who insist 
that any aid is cheaper than the 
implications of a total collapse in a 
country with more than 10,000 nqu- 
clear warheads. So far, the defence 
and foreign policy arguments have 
prevailed, but the outrage of US and 
European banks at the devaluation 
and debt default that penalises them 
more .than Russian. bond-holders 
may lip the balance. '. 

“We'wlll support all the efforts of 
the Russian government to put into 


Elsewhere, just as the press pack 
were waiting outside the federal 
courthouse for Lewinsky to come out 
their beepers went off wilh news of 
an imminent announcement. Within 
minutes they knew that their ftont- 
page slory was no longer secure, 

The run-up to the decision to 
bomb also raises suspicions, The 
day that Clinton met lıis foreign pol- 
icy advisers to begin planning the 
action was the day he decided he 
would have to tell the truth about 
his affair. The day he testified and 
then spoke to the nation was the day 
he reviewed the strikes with Samuel 
Berger, his national security ad- 
viser. The day he left for Martha's 
Vineyard, his public credibility in 
tatters and. his family life in crisis, 
was the day he confirmed tlıat the 
plans should be put into action. 

On paper, from the viewpoint of 
Clinton's domestic standing, it ali 
seenıs too good to be true, It is, 
There had been talk of striking back 


trike a rare chord of harmony 


Albania — agalnst buildings in 
Tirana said to be used by Islamic fun- 
damentalists fronı Egypt who were 
supposedly supporting their fellow 
Muslims in Kosovo, Nato apparently 
made it clear to Albania tlıat the price 
of ils support is eschewing such 
dangerous fundamentalist allles, 
Europe also reacted in an almost 
coherent fashion to the latest finan- 
cial disasters in Russia. The EU is to 
propose and help implement a 
tough bank restructuring plan, 
along with a new and more powerful 
regulatory authority for the finan- 
cial sector, as Js contribution to 
help solve Russia's economic crisis. 
The EU is proposing no new firan- 
cial ald, beyond the modest $260 
million a year spent on the Russian 
nuclear safety programme and the 
Tacis ald scheme, most of it di- 
rected to management training and 
econonlic reform at the micro level, 
Despite weeks of pramises ta 
utaintain the rouble's parity, and the 
disbursement of all the $5 billion 
received so far in the latest Inteı- 
national Monetary Fund package, 
Moscow devalued last week and also 
anounced a unilateral moratorium 
on repaying its foreign debt, which 
amounts to at least a temporary de- 
fault. Worse still, the initial announce- 
ment said that preference would be 
glven to domestic debt-holders over 
foreign ones. This outraged thé in- 
ternational banks, which are said to 
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Bill of 


A double 


fact and fiction 


The film they had been watching 
was Wag The Dog, the tale of a US 
presldent embroiled in a sex scandal 
Involving a young woman in a beret. 
The president's riglıt-hand man con- 
fects a confrontatlon with Albania in 
order to divert public aftentlon from 
the leader's own troubles. 

The comparison was s0 com- 
pelling that if provided one of the 
first questlons to thê defence secre- 
tary, William Cohen, at a Pentagon 
news conference: how he would 
respond to people who think that 

the sifikes were prompted by the 
same desire to keep the president's 


private life out of the news. 


“The only motivalion driving this 


action was our absolute obligation 
to protect the American people fronı 
terrorist aclivities,” said Cohen. “No 
other consideration has been in- 


volved. 
On the face of il Cohen's re- 


sponse was as unconvincing as it 
was predictable, The timing of 


êvents served Clinton. On the day 
the attacks were launched an embit- 
tered Lewinsky was testifying be- 
fore the grand jury for a second 
time, providing tlie independent 
prosecutor, Kenneth Starr, with evi- 
dence that could have bolstered his 
case for obstruction of justice, A 
backlash was growing anıong the 
president's own Democratic con- 
gressmen, against thie tone and con- 
tent of his televised confesslon to 
the nafion only days before, Par 
from putting the matter to rest, Clin- 
ton's national address appeared to 
have aggravated nıatters. 

There was even talk of him being 
subpoenaed to appear before the 
grand jury again. When the White 
House Informed television networks 
that he was about to make a speech, 
at least one correspondent asked 
1hem if he was about to resign. 


the European Union's rotating presi- 
dency, its forelgn nılnister, Wolf 
gang Schüssel, gave his count'y's 
lukewarm endorsement on the 
basis that the Americans had acted 
with sufficient evidence of gullt. 
That accounted for the troika — 
the past, current and next presidents 
of the European Council — who 
comprise the nearest Europe gets to 
an executive committee onı foreign 
policy. France also backecl the US 
action, saying that the bomb attacks 
“should nat go without an answer’. 
That support is probably rather 
more than President Clinton ex- 
pected from his chief European 
allies, In the past they lave all 
refusedl to allow thè US to use their 
air' space 10 reinforce [Israel during 
the 1973 Yom Kippur war. And in 
President Reagarts anti-terrorist alr 
sirike against Libya in 1985, only 
Britain gave support. However, as 
Uuropean Commission officials 
noted last week In their cautious, 
off-tlıe-record way, {he Council had 
already commilted itself earlier to 
the international siruggle agalnst 
terrorism. Ancl the wealthy Saudi 
exile, Osanıa biıı Laden, had made 
lille secret of his determination to 
stap al ralhing ta remove "the dan- 
ination of Islam's holy places by 
Christians and Jews for the first 


time since the days of the Prophet”. 


Less noticed was last week's move 
by Nato forcea — during exer'cises in 


WASHINGTON DIARY 
Gary Younge 


Wisconsin Avenue in January, 

shortly after the Monica Lewîn- 
sky story broke, there was a short 
preview for the film Primary Colors. 
The scene showed Emma Thomp- 
son, playing a betrayed candidate's 
wife, slapping John Travolta, the 
love-cheat and presidential hopeful, 
shortly after she learned of his latest 
sexual ion. 

"At a cinema near you,” sald the 
deen, booming voice on screen. “It's 
already here,” shouted one man in 
ihe audience, and the thealre 
erupted into laughter. 

Washington and Hollywood are in 
a constant state of symbiosis. Their 
relalionsliip does not represent a 
see-sawing tension betwee fact and 
fiction but a blurred continuum 
whcre art imilates real life and then 
rèal life catches up and, at times, 
takes over' and starts imitating art. 
This is a natiorı whose most popular 
posi-war president, Ronald Reagan, 
did not make his name in the pfi- 
maries but in celluloid, and then 
conducled foreign policy as though 
he was John Wayne. The singer Gil 
Scuil Heron referred to it as "living 
in a B movie", 

And so İt was again last week when 
reporters atl Martha's Vineyard, cov- 
ering 4 president steeped in scan- 
dal, starled watching a pay-per-view 
film when they received instructions 
lo head for Edgartown school for a 
national security announcement. 
The president informed them that 
the United States had unleashed a 
missile attack on suspected terrorist 
bases in Afghanistan and whai they 
believed to be a chenıical weapons 
factory İn Sudan. 


I N A cinema on Waslıingtan'’s 


EU members sS 


Miartin Walker 


HERE is litle point in continuing 
to bemoan the pitiful sight of Eu- 
rope trying to lve up the Amster- 
damı treaty’s abjective of “a common 
foreign and security policy". The 
world and tlıe Europeans are usecl to 
this habitual disarray by now. So it 
was a rnild surprise when ınosl Ee 
ropean countries came out with a 
morc Or less grudging approval of 
the United States’ robust response 
io tlıe bomb aitacks on its embaasics 
in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. 
Britain, predictably, gave full sup- 
port to the strlkea on alleged terror 
, ist bases iı Sudafl and Afghanistan. 
So did Germany's Helmut Kohl. As 
. for Austria, the current holder of 
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- Cl | 1 L ib Netherlands. But, as both Mir Cook 
L k ۲ !@ E < Î In Brief 
1 and Lord Hardie made clear, it is 
The Week in Britain James Lewis OC e ea U res ] yans still far from certain that Libya will 
س‎ hand over the two accused men, BC Radio 4 has suffered a 
B t h ۳ CEeNnSUr ed over Michael White After months of patient diplo- | rather than an international panel, | Abdel Baset Ali Mohamed al- 10 per cent drop in the num- 
Uu C e and Gerard Seenan macy, involving the US ancl Dutch | would try the case, was “not insur | Megrahi and al-Amin Khalifa ber of listenera during the past 
ت‎ 5 : k aur PABBICN Cana, | SOVETAmMents — but not “directly or | mountable". Fhimah, who have always denied | month. The fall follows a radical 
food PpolSoning outbrea HE FOREIGN Secretary’s indirectly the Libyans — the nıove Mir Duff said he had received a any involvement. overhaul in the apring, 
0 i Î long-awaited plan to break the delighted many of the families of | posilive response from Ibrahim Leg- After one of the biggest criminal 
hibiti but diplomatic impasse over the | the 270 victims, though others were 
Dame's 14 exhibition zones bu 


R ETIRED Ciiief Supt David 
Duckenfield and former 
Supt Bernard Murray, the offi- 
cers in charge of policing at the 
Hillsborough FA Cup semi-final 
in April 1989 which saw 96 
Liverpool fans crushed to death, 
are to face a private prosecution 
in Oetober far alleged neglect of 
public duty and unlawful killing. 


A? OVERWHELMING major- 
It of voters wants the 
Government to preas ahead with 


investigations in Scottish history, 
the pair, who were noıninally work- 
ing for Libyan Arab Airlines, were 
accused of plantiug the bontb In a 
slıltcase on the (loomed Boeing 747. 
Il blew ıuıp in the baggage hold on 
Pan Am Flight 103 on December 21, 
1988, killing all the passengers and 
11 residents of Lockerbie. 

Mr Cook called it “anı acl of prc- 
meditated mass murcler and of eyi] 
lerrorisın”. Asked whether Col 
Gadafy would use last week's US 
missile strikes against Sudan and 
Afghanistan to refuse co-operation, 
the Foreign Secretary said that was 


well, the suspects’ legal counsel in 
Tripoli. "But {here are conditions 
that lave to be ımet." said Mr Duff 
“Where are the suspects going to bê 
held in custody? Are they going to 
be guaranteed sale passage to, and 
in the event of an acquittal, from tle 
trial’ We have to be sure they are 
not going to be whiskecl away for 
tıial elsewhere,” 

Monday's statements, accoınpa- 
nied by an Anglo-Dutch text cover. 
ing details of the unprecedented 
procedure and a lellcr {o UN secre. 
tary-general, Kofî Annan, claim to 
have given all nèêcessary assurances 


Wary. 

Jinn Swire, one of the most out- 
spoken canıpaigners for justice, said 
he was “full of optimism" for a 
verdict, though only after further 
delays of perhaps two years. 

In Washington, the US secretary 
of slate, Madelelne Albright, con- 
ceded that the absence of progress 
in bringing the two suspects to trial 
meant that “the cause of justice was 
not being served”. 

The statement offered Libya both 
a carrot and a stick: the prospect of 
an early raising of extensive United 
Nations sanctions, In place since 


1988 Lockerbie bombing led to cau- 
; ious optimism on Monday that the 
[iso accused Libyans will be tried in 
' The Hague next spring, under Scot 
lish law. 

lı a move designed to make it 
harder for Colonel Muammar 
| daly to refuse extradition to a 
tnporary Scots jurisdiction on 
Dutch soil, Robin Cook challenged 
the Libyan president and his allies 
iı Africa and the Middle East to 
mke good their repeated accep- 
ance of a trial on neutral territory. 

The new proposals amount to 
"he very terms which they them- 
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Lian Kane, managing director of 
the New Millennium Experience 
Company, said the Spirit zone was 
causing nıost problems. 

The Domes many critics were 
nol surprised, having long argued 
ihat a glorified trade fair would be 
ıo place to celebrate 2,000 years of 
Christianity. And the other religions 
expected to participate — including 
Muslims, Sikhs, Jews and Hindus 
— haye rı0 particular reason to cele- 
brate the year 2000, Mr Kane said 
he had not given up hope — “] say a 
prayer every night" — of raising the 


RITAIN'S mast serious outbreak 
of food poisoning, which killed 
21 people and affected hundreds 
more, may lıave been made worse 
by the (fiahonesty of {he burlcher 
involved and the ineonıpetence of 
environmental health officers. 
These were aınong the conclu- 
sions of a fatal accident inquiry by 
Slıeriff-Principal Graham Cox. He 
found that John Barr, a bırtclıer at 
Wishaw, Lanarkshire, concealecl the 
full exten of his business from 
council offîcials, and thought that 
gix lives night have been saved If 
Mr Barr had been mûre honest 


1 ûf safe conduct. “a pretty threadbare argumen t", its pre-election pledge to legls- 
abouıt his selling of cold meats, necessary £12 million for the Spirit 0 «res have said they would accept. | 1992, if it cooperated, or the threat The Scottish Lord Advocate, Lord Mr Cook said: “For years Libya | late to dive a right to 

The outbreak of Ecol’ 0157 | zone. kile the Millennium C İnow urge Libya to respond quickly | that international support for sane. Hardie, suggested that the (ull trial | has promised that it would accept a | open moorland and mountain- 
began in November 1396, when İn- Meanwhile the Millennium Conı- 


side, according to an NOP poll 


court without jury, meeting in a 


could start by May, with the two 
prisoners being held in a “special 


tlons would be redoubled, as Mr 
Cook predicted. 


| without equivocation,” said Mr 
ا‎ whose crucial change-of- 


i; 1 . 
e 
1: 1 RE 
0 1 4 ie 2 


ınission has awarded grants of 
between £5 nıillion and £50 million 


fected stew was served at a church 


EAE: e0 third country. That way forward is conducted for the Ramblers’‏ ل 
COE, PINYSICS tart came seven years after Britain There was no immediate reaction facility" staffed by Scottish prison | now open to them. It iş a way for- | Association.‏ : ا lunch for pensioners. It continued‏ 
United States first insisted Î fronı Libya. But Alistair Duff, the | officers. It could last up to a year.‏ 2 ا for some morths and prompted a | to 27 other projects — ranging [rom E 0 i RD pl el E EE hi‏ 
programme of improved hygiene | a National Space Centre in Leices- ¥ 1‏ 


ICHARD JONES, who ad- 

mitted atealing £60,000 
fram the cvangelistic Morris 
Ceruilo foundation, was Jailcd 
for 15 months at St Alban'"s 


ward that holds out lifting the hard- 
ship of sanctions on the people of 
Libya.” 


The suspects would firsl have 
been fornıally extraclited to the 


Flower power may help clear 


suspects’ Scottish solicitor, said the 
fact that three Scottish judges, 


lut Tripoli should hand over the 
kû suspects, 


London sits near bottom 
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Leedg comprehensive student Lizzie Wharton, who now has seven As at Ã level 


Tears and cheers at A level results 


tershire to an environmental Earth 
Centre on 27 acres of reclaimed slag 
heaps near Doncaster. All are said 
to be on time and within budget. 


from farmyard to food outlets after a 
separate investigation into Ecol 
poisoning by Hugh Pennington, pro- 
fessor of bacteriology at the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen. 

The sheriff criticised training and 


Sis inerrine an - . crown court.‏ 2 ك 
fr OM nuclear age‏ أ Guardian Reporters 1 E eT a oa r a gh of national murder league the dir‏ ا supervision at Mr Barr's business; PS e‏ 
tt Harrogate; Marlin Griffiths uf About two-lhirds of {resliers’ Ur:‏ ا e‏ ا اا ا ا ا 


T RAFALGAR Square, inn the 
heart of London, is to be 

given a £50 million facelift, in- 
cluding new pavements, trecs 
and traffic-calming measures, 
such as banning vehicles from 
the north side of the square, 


nated soil had been removed, arıl 
lhe conıpany was invesligaling 
taking out ınore when BNFL's 
Berkeley labûratories asked if the 
site cauld be used as a test bed [or a 
potentially far cheaper method. 

The plants harvested las1 week 
will be taken to the laboralories in 


Paul Brown 


ا 
GETNTISTS in ratlialiûn suits‏ 
began harvesting dwarf sun-‏ 
flowers, spinach, sugar beet ind‏ 
Inclian mustard last week next to an‏ 

ageing nuclear reactor in Essex. 
It i§ part of an experiment to see 


manslaughters and infanticides 
recirtlecî in England and Wales last 
year shows that men were more 
likely to be killed with a sharp 
insirumert, such as a knife, while 
women were more likely to die by 
sirangling or suffocation. 

CGruns were used in only 8 per cent 
ûf murder cases. Suspects had been 


Nin Travis 


ج ا ت 
[Don has ûne of the lowest‏ 
mrder rates in the world —‏ 
î below such “well ùrdered"‏ 
as Geneva and Copenlıagen,‏ 5 
+Iding to a new internalional‏ 
ne lable of homicides published‏ 
ihe Home Office last week.‏ 


versily places avilable uel rl 
were allucııted within lours of 
level resulls coming ol, aud Ur 
race lo fil ihe remitining vara’ 
is procetling al iı recurıl rale. 

Eximiners snidl thie pass rate li: 
increased by 0.2 per cent to SXF: 
cenl, lhe smallesl improvement [- 
ınore than a decarle. 


Huddersfield; and Mallhew [Lloycl of 
xfurd. 

There was a siglı at Bradforıl 
Granımar School where sfudenls 
were taught the wrong English Lil- 
erature text. All passecl their exams. 

But not all studenls were popping 
chanıpagne. For some at County 
Upper School in Bury St Edmumds, 


Thursclay last week for the un- 

(loubied Brainbox of Britain, fol- 
lowed by a Chinese meal wilh her 
family to celebrate an incredible 
seven Ã levels, all grade A, 

Lizzie Wharton, 18-year-old star 
of a Leecis conıprehensive, was also 
basking in her mother Jean's heart- 
felt comment: “What we're happiest 


T WAS down to the local pub on 


the "nillenniun bug" will cenuse 
compute’ breakdowns across the 
public service in 2000. The Contr 
ımons Public Accounls Coınmillee 
was particularly critical of the 
record of the health service and its 
agencies responsible for ensuring 
its technology functions properly 
and does not put patients a1 risk. 


absencc of cleaning schedules to re- 
duce the risk of contamination; and 
the failure to separate processes, 
knives and equipment for raw and 
cooked nical. 

Mîr Barr, he said, had “pail only 
lip service" to officials. He had 
deceived then about his supplies 1o 
other shups and wholesalers belore 


: . Eligwins, lle chief esecmiv if plants that rapidly absorb radio- Gloucestershire where they will be MÎ OORFTELDS eye hospital 
ih tbreak and had therefore The Deputy Prime Minister, John | about is that Lizzie is a normal, | Suffolk, lher'e were tears. Tony Figgins, lhe ¢ Cullg. . research firmly dispels the | charged or convicted in all but activily could be used lo clear up | tested to see which variety is most İn Londorı hopes to restore 
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Blair prepares anti-terrorist package 


officer will not need a change in 
primary legislation, Downing Street 
suggested. The Northern Ireland 
Office confirmed that the Real IRA, 
a republican splinter group, was 
already such a proscribed 
organisation, 

The attack in Omagh and those 
an the US embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzani are likely to speed up 
proposals for new, permanent anti- 
terrorist legislation originally dec 


UK NEWS 1 


Labour MP Tam Daiyell asked: 
“There are terrorists in Dundalk. 
Should we bomb Dundalk, oar 
Noraid iri New York?” 
a5 Unionist MPs are suspicious of 
government rhetoric for the ûppo- 
site reason. Peter Robinson, of the 
Democratic Unionist Party, warned 
that both London and Dublin would 
miss a vital opportunity Hf they did 
not impose tougher nieasures while 
both communities were outraged by 
the Omagh bamb, “Support for 
such action will ııot be there for 
long,” he said. 

@ The Queen is to lead nıourners at 


Guardlan Reporters 
نے‎ nk _ 
T BLAIR this week an- 


woulcl prove to be the “final horrific 
event” of 29 years of the Troubles. 
But the Irish prime minister, 
Bertile Ahern, warned that such 
hopes were misplaced. He said: “I'd 
ove to say that { believe this is the 
last event, as Î would have loved to 
say İt on a nunıber of past events. 
"But 1 think there is a small 
element — and they are small — 
who do nat share that feeling. They 
helieve that they have some kind of 


decommission ils weapons, 
agreed, in the next two years. 

Mîr Ahern coupled the remark 
with a reference te the need “to talk 
about deınilitarisaton İn an overall 
senge”. This term 1s usually a coded 
phrase for withdrawal of British 
troops, and the comment alarmed 
some Unionists. 

Given his unqualified support last 
week for the United States’ bonıb- 
ing auspected terrorist targets, Mir 


nounced çcounter-terrorism 
. measures to nıatch last weeks 

® | qackdown by the Irish government. 
Senior minisfers agreed to seek a 
(woday recall of Parliament next 
geek to underline their determirıa- 
tion to match the Dublin govern- 
mens commitment to root out the 
rımp of militant Irish republicanism 


inthe wake ofthe Omagh bombing. | signed primarily to combat | a mandate from some perlod in | Blair also surprised MPs on both | a service in memory of the victlnıs 
Though Whitehall believes that | menıbers of international terrorist Î history that gives them some right | sides of the Uister debate in an j] of the bonıbîng. The Duke of Edin- 
Dublin is, for tlle most part, “catch- | groupa based in Britain, to do this. Of course they have not" | article for the Observer when lıe { burgh and the Prime Minister will 


ing up" with Britain's anti-terrorist 
kgislation, ihe Government plans tu 
torrow the Irish practice of convict- 
ng suspects of belonging to a 
tanncû organisation solely on the 
word of a senior police officer, 
Mast of the measures the Irish 
gvernment said it would introduce 
! last week are already enshrined in 
Britain's Prevention of Terrorism 
„ | hel and the 1396 PTA {Additional 
; ' Fowers Act), which gives the police 
: sideranging powers to arrest, de- 
` in, question, slop and search. 
| The power to imprison suspects 


Last weekend, a week after the 
Omagh bomb, the trish National 
Liberation Army announced lt was 
ending its 23-year’ campaign of 
violence. 

It was responsible for abou 100 
killings, including many of its menm- 
bers murdered in internal feuding. 
In 1979 the INLA assassinated Airey 
Neave, the shadow Northern Ire- 
land secretary, at Westminster, and 
just after Christmas last year shot 
dead the Loyalist Volunteer Force 
leader, Billy Wright, in Belfasts 
Maze prison. 


Mr Ahern also predicted that tlıe 
IRA would be ible to move on 
beyond “a lot of the rhetoric of tlie 
past and the harsh words", 


ruled out using the SAS to “take 
oul" terrorists, “We must win lhe 
argument by democratic means,” lıe 
ancl | explained. 


also attend the service, The date 
anû venue are yet lo be finalised. 
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ppp healthcare 


leading mathematicians. "Some or bel 2 

E E ng members of a proscribed Mr Blair, who was due to visil 
people who get TT trûrist organisation on the sworn ( Belfast this week, said that he got Mme 
promptly stop doing anything: eridence of a single senior police | hoped the 28 deaths at Onıagh 
I'l have to make an effort (o ste h Hh h 
thut doesn't happen to nıe," 

Profesanr Gowers, aged 34, ۸ t TO ug t € 
wos honoured tor "specu | ANE AS Real IRA confesses : 
applications of new conibin WOTFS momen 
ac apuicee cak probebs ‘hn Mullin | there we also a chilling signal thet 99 

the Real ÎRÃA would conüûinue with its 
a a ib TE Real IRA provoked yet more | terror campaign. It spoke of an “on- of MY life: 
the Pollah ie E Sten | ‘ET in Northern Ireland last | going" war against the British, E 
1 - 
Banach in the 1920s —area when ii finally confessed 10 The Secretary of State for North 


Omagh bombing, claiming it 


ern Ireland, Mo Mowlam, reacted 
vered three clear telephone 


series of stubborn puzzles, mos with undisguised fury. She said: “It 


of which have been solved 


mings 40 ninutes before the car | is a pathetic aftenıpt to apologise for 
be r mg 60 i eid nb exploded, killing 28, and excuse mass murder, It ig con- 
e the e hardline republican terror- | temptible and it is an insult to the 
seemingly intractable hyper H4 apologised “to the civillans” but | people of Omagh. 


The Real [RA's call was made to 
the office of the Irish News, North- 
ern Ireland's nationalist morning 
newspaper. The caller said: “Despite 
media reports, it was not our inten- 
tion at any me to kill any civilians. 
If was a commercial target, part of 


e to blame the security 

bres for the worst single atrocity 

«| BA years of the Troubles, I de 

êd that there hnd been an attempt 

the e and so cause‏ پاتا 
pread car‏ 

i The Real IRA, iıked to the 32- 


plane problem and the homo’ 
geneous spaces problem. He 
caught the eye of the Flelda 
Medal judges with a new proof 
a theorem by Endre Szeme 

a Hungarian mathematician, that 1 
a sufficiently dense set of inte" 


If you're Ill or need treatment abroad It can treatment you need, no matter where you are 


be extra worrymg. How do you know where to 1n the world. And, {imn the case of medical 


go for the necessary treatmentî... Whether It's emergencies, we have an evacuation and 


riation service to ensure you are treated 
. Canty gn mi ing war nst the Brits. rellable1... And how much will {1t cost you? repat 1 
gers must contain arithmetic l(: iT 0 Tiel We offer ry civilians," at a suitable hospital even If {t's outside your 
progressions of all lengths. Ulster Television immediately re- The'fact 1s that the availability, the standard and 


nl indicated that the Royal 
: Constabulary had failed to 
the Co Tyrone town centre de- 
, e adequate notice of where thie 
ا‎ re ا‎ i „ The target 
with the wih ercial premises. 
n ا ا‎ and helpful" hough there was an apology, 
Lord Mackay sald papers fon 
the Triparlite Gold Commission 
set up by Britain, France e ef 
United States 2 1946 to a 
Nazi gold se 
would be made تپ ا‎ the e 
few weeks. 
The conference helped to اف‎ 
the way for funds for Holo 
victims and thelr heirs 


the cost of medical care does vary tremeridously country of residence, 


from country to country. That's why our 
members, like Mr. Ryland, find the support of 
PPP healthcare so valuable. 


jected the claims about the warn- 
ings. It said that the two calls it 
received did indicate the bomb was 
outside the courthouse, and had 
made no mention of commercial 
premises. 


Find aut more about PPP healfhcare's 
Internatlonal Health Plan. 


For a no-obligation ‘quotation or’ immediate 


The’ International Héalth Plan gives you the cover, contact us now on the nuznbers below or. 


reasaurance that you'll receive the hospital çomplete and return the coupon. 


` Call +44 (0) 323 432002 
or fax the coupon below +44 (o) 1323 432785. 
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The Cambridge professors did 
their undergraduate degrees and 
graduate training at Trinity 
College, but now work in differ- 
ent branches of the university's 
pure matlıs department. 

Prof Borcherds, aged 38, was 
commended for “initlating A 
whole new field in the atudy of 
algehra, called vertex algebra". 
From his hotel room in Berlin 
last week, he explained that this 
had ailawed him “to prove the 
moonshine conjectures about 
the monster sinıple group”. 

Most people could imagine a 
cube rotating in tlıree-dimen- 
sional apace and could work oul 
that it had 24 different ways of 
rotating. Prof Borclıard said he 
worked on the rotations of a 
theoretical snowflake in 
196,883-dimensional space. 
“The total rotations are about 
eyual to the number of atoms 
making up the Earth," he said, 

Prof Borcherds said he was 
lucky to win an award that could 
have gone to 10 or 20 other 


Rlchard Norton-Taylor 


REPORT tracing the where- 

abouts of gold looted by the 
Nazis was this week halled as shin- 
ing light into dark corners, 

The 800-page report documents 
submissions to the 42-nation confer 
ence held in London last Decernber. 
The Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
said it shed *a light in corners that 
had been kept dark for too long”. 

The report's author, 
Mackay, the former ‘Tory Lord 
Chancellor and the chairman of the 
conference, described if as & 
"unique collection of information", 
His report singles out the Vatican 
for refusing ta open {ta records de 
spite repeated requests. 

*The Holy See delegation, which 
had made it clear fram the outset 
that they were attending only as 
observers, did not respond,” Lord 
Mackay says in the report. It is 
widely believed stolen gold was 
laundered by the Nazis through the 
Vatican. 
` The Holocaust Educational Trust 

sald it was hopeful there might be 
progress on the Vatican archives. A 
trustee, ‘Lord Hunt of Wirral, de- 


Borcherds (def and Gowers: ‘It ia remarkable for one country, let alone one institution, to win iwo medals' 


Double first for Cambridge 


John Carvel 


WO professors from Cam- 

bridge university were last 

week struggling to explain 
to a wider world the myateries 
of moonshine conjecture and 
Banach spaces which won them 
Fields Medals — mathematics’ 
equivalent of the Nobel Prize. 

Richard Borcherds and Tim 
Gowers were awarded two of the 
four medals at the International 
Congress of Mathematicians in 
Berlin. Only four British mathe- 
maticlans have been honoured 
since the awards were esatab- 
lished in 19386. 

The medals, which are 
awarded every four years, are 
regarded as the highest inter- 
natloual honour for mathe- 
maticians under 40 from all 
branches of the discipline. 

“With such intense comyreti- 
tion, lt is remarkable for one 
country, let alone one institution 
to win two medals,” said Prof 
John Coates, one of the judges. 


Meanwhile Jolın O'Brien, the rail 
franchise directar, whose job will 
disappear when the strategic rail 
authority is set up, has suddenly 
adopted a tougher public role under 
instructions from Mr Prescott. 

Mr O'Brien, who is supposed tO 
ensure that the train companies pro- 
vide the public with the best possi- 
ble deal, last week ordered Chiltern 
Railways to pay back £2.5 million for 
defaulting on is services. 

Other companies whose trains 
are regularly cancelled or severely 
delayed can expect similar ultima- 
tums in the next few weeks, 

Last week an Office of Passenger 
Rall Franchising survey showed 
growing consumer dissatisfaction 
with Ialling standards of service on 
the privatised rall network, and 
brought a furious reaction from Mr 
Prescott, who had increased Mr 
O'Brien's powers after last year's 
South West Trains débacle. SWT, 
owned by Stagecoach, had can- 
celled hundreds ol tralns. 

Ironically, Chiltern, owned by 
M40 Trains, a management and erm- 
ployee buy-out, is acknowledged by 
Mr O'Brien to have done. much 


Î work to improve the railway. 


10 UK NEWS 


Home Office aims 
to root out racism 


appraisal are perceived to be 
‘clouded by prejudice’. There is a 
strong perception that selection is 
based on tokenisn, nepotism, pat 
ronage, the ‘old boys network’ aud 
the Home Office version of 'who is 
seen fo fit irı",” says the internal re- 
port, Black staff complained there 
were no black civil servants in the 
higher grades, 

Sonte staff sald managers only 
paid lip service to equal opportuni- 
ties hecauşe ministers required it, 
And some managers were hostile 
when problems were rajsed. 

The inunigralion service is sin- 
gled out for particular criticism, but 
parts of the Home Office that have 
day-to-day contact with the public 
were also identified as areas of dis- 
criminalon, 

The Home Office perınanent sec- 
retary, David Omand, said that the 
report “disclosed unacceptable be- 
laviour by some employees to- 
wards ethnic minority colleagues". 
The findings show "our practice 
needs to improve considerably”, 

[n a separate Honıe Office sur- 
vey, black pcople feature dlspropor- 
tionately in arrest figures, which 
also suggests police may be more 
inclined to see black peoples 
behaviour as suspicious, 

More than lıall of all people 
urrested art unemployed and a 
similar percentage admit thelr gullt, 
according to the figures published 
last week. Around 15 per cent of 
those arrested are under 17 and 
nearly two-thirds have criminal 
convictions, 

The survey found that members 
of ethnic mmorily groups who were 
arıestecl were Jess likely to confess, 
be cautioned or’ receive bail after a 
charge than white people, 

Of those arrested in the sample of 
ıore than 4,000 in 10 police stations 
in England and Wales, 78 per cent 
were white, 13 per cent black and 
6 per cent Asian. No further action 
was taken against 31 per cent of 
Asians, 35 per cent of black people 
and 21 per cent of white people, 


deal and an improved service — 
which official statistics show they 
are not getting. But Mr Prescott has 
s0 far falled to secure a posilive 
assurance from the Prime Minister 
that a railways bill will be intro- 
duced in the new parliamentary 
session, beginning in October. 

Wir Swift has not enjoyed a cone 
fortable relationship wih Mr 
Prescott. He has the authority to be 
much tougher with Railtrack, the 
private nıongopoly responsible for 
track and sigualing which has 
quickly become one of the City’s top 
performers. But he has been criti- 
cised for not insisting that Ralltrack 
spends more on investment while 
its proflta haye risen consistently. 

Ralltrack's chairman, Sir Robert 
Horton, has batted away Mr Swift's 
threats of action by saying that it 
takes lime to adjust from a 
nalonalised industry into one free 
of public sector constraints. 

Mîr Swift has tried to endear him- 
self to Mir Préscott by fining the 25 
train operating coınpanies for run- 
mng an Inferior telephone timetable 
service, but on other issues he has 
stepped back from using his already 
considerable powers, 


Alan Travls 


HE Horne Secretary, jack 

TT Sira, is to sef ethnic 

recruitvent targets and ap- 

point harassnıent contact officers 

after a study revealed racism deeply 
entrenched in tlre Home Office. 

Ministers have ordered the 
adaptign af a 13-manth race equality 
action plan for the very government 
flepartntent that is supposed to con 
bat racism, after being shoclced by 
the results of researclı this year info 
#itltudcs of fhe 10,700 Home Office 
slaff. 

Honc Office managers, include 
ing soınz Ironı fhe immigration ser- 
vice, Said ir focus groups: “If you're 
a racist İt ia a bloody good job": 
“Nigerians are the worst ihieves in 
the world. If a Nigerian said: ‘Nice 
lay’ J'd go outside and check". ‘The 
managers are also accused of cn- 
gaging in bullying, racist banter and 
victimisation of black staff. 

Ministers have told Home Office 
top management to undergo racial 
awarenesa and equal opportunities 
1raining. An equal opportunittits 
complaints scheme is to be intro- 
tlıced and a racial harassment con- 
tnct officer scheme brought iu. 

‘The research, ıırndertlakcen by {he 
MaST Consultancy Service for the 
Home Office personnel policy unit 
in March, couclııdes that the Honıe 
Office needs to denonstrate a “top- 
level cammitment to racial equal 
ily". It reports immıense scepticism 
among block staff interviewed that 
anything would be done about the 
results of the research, Managers 
have by ûefault icensed a climate în 
which “Inappropriate behaviour 

Hourishes”, the report adds. 

Ethnic staff in the Home Office 
said Lhat although the department 
had been officially committed to 
racial equally policies tor more 
ihan a decade, the policy had yet to 
be translated into practice in any 
cansistcnt faslıion. 

“Decisions concerning pronto- 
tion, career noves, recrultntent and 


Prescott seeks scalp for failed rail privatisation | Light shone on Nazi gold | 


Kelth Harper 


HE Government may sack the 

rail regulator, John Swift, using 
him as the sacrificial lamb for a 
high-profile industry which is con- 
tinuîng fo underperform and whose 
public image is perceived to have 
worsened since privatisation. 

Government sources this week 
confirmed that ministers are still 
considering whether i0 renew Mr 
Swiit's five-year contract dte to €x- 
pire n November. The final deci- 
sion rests wlth the Deputy Prime 
Minister, John Prescott, ta wham 
Mr Swift is answerable. 

Mr Swift, a 57-year-old caompel- 
tion lawyer appointed by the Can- 
servatives, has confirmed that he is 
sill waiting for a decislon,. Mr 
Prescolt, who is under growing 
pressure to make an ا‎ of the 
railways, could enjoy a short pollli- 
cal coup by getting rid of Mr Swift. 

. Mr Prescolt would like to plough 
ahead with new legislation to cor 
trol the indusiry more effectively 
to lauuch his strategic rail 

riy to provide the vision and 
ree it, badly needş. He also 
wants -to ا ا‎ a better 
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1 say probably because the 
British state is at such a difficult, 
unpredictable pass already. Scottish 
independence, the Northern Irish 
selflement, the euro and Yolllğ 
reform are just some of the unfath- 
omabie shadows ahead. The British 
eınpire is finally dead. You'd be a 
fool today to proclaiın that any as- 
pect of the current Establishment 
was secure, So al] we can say is that 
Diana's (leath shook the monarchy, 
leaving it weaker, wilh unpre- 
dictable consequences. 

Had she lived, it is impossible to 
know wlıat effect she would have 
had. Woulcl she have been nore of a 
danger to the Establislhlmeıt, as the 
conapiracy theorists insist, denio- 
strating a sparkling daily alternative 
to Ihe flour and selFpilying Wind- 
sar'a, as she grew in conficlence ancl 
spoke out more? Would her sons 
have been ınore open? Or would a 
marriage tu Dadi have dragged hêr 
incrensiugly into the jetkset werlrl 
and flirtied bıer' saintly iınage? Her 
brother’, after all, sail she was reacly 
1n cuil Brîtiiı for guocl. 

At the time Polly Toynbee wrote 
lat “we are infanlilised by our ul» 
session with this Incaningless finl- 
iy and thir myths ... It theneans 
them, [t tlemeans us, The ingot tf 
Ihe people an he sirerts agiinsl the 
monarchy rcuay bé unlair, bul pnt 
haps il will al lal break Ib spurl 
im sal us all Hee,” 

So lar, Û lit, Jh wrighl ul 
babî hangs su very heavy. Harry 
andl William ire trealod with Ue 
SME guuey fiscinallion a» iuir lim 
piucul. The samt papers lhal 
pushexl their circulations with 
Diana, ıuingling iuUrusion dd urnC- 
luuus advice, ale googling al Ile 
princes, huvause lhalt is wha lvir 
readers wal. How many of poeple 
who were Stricken wih remorse au 
their uwn voyceurislîr hnbits and Ile 
paparazzi profits IHıerelrum, really 
(lid give up buying that daily labloid, 
or glossy magazine? Precious tew. 
Habit, again. The press code has 
been tightened but the warld feels 
siınilar. 

So where else car we look for 
signs of change, for lasting slgnifi- 
cance? The clearest example of po- 
litical legacy is the early passage of 
the bill ratifying the anti-landnmine 
Ottawa Convention, which passed 
through the Commons last ınonth, 
after a campaign to get the job done 
before the first anniversary of 
Diana's death. But the treaty was 
the achievement of the United Na 
tlona, the Red Cross, the Canadian 
government and. the International 
Campaign to Ban Land-minea, 
which won the Nobel Peace Prize 
last October, Diana was an invalu- 
able publicist for the campaign. 

I look around for hard examples 
of Britain 4D {after Diana) and 
they are elusive. The greater amo- 
tonal openness and American or 
even Catholic demanstrativeness 
that anyone must notice, has its 
roots in cultural, media and saciat 
clranges aver many years. The 
greater selfconfidence and un- 
abashed nıaterial ambition of many 
Young women is also the product of 
far' vaster forces than a discarded 
princess, But the shift of tone i 
here for good. د‎ 

„, Her death provided the shock, 
the disruption to the everyday, 
which allowed for communal self- 
recoguition m~ that moment when 
we stared at the crowds and bou- 
quets, stared. at ourselves, and 
thought, bloody hell, so that's what 
we're like. It offered, in the proper 
sense, a moment of nafional reflec 
tion. And becausg to know oneself is 
to change, then a year on, yes, İt is 
safe. lO say that Dlana's death 
changed the country... 
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the painting by Eugéne Delacroix 


listory. Sle knows it has bcenı a bad 
passage for the Fîrnı. She under 
stands, at some level, that the chilly 
formality that is their emblJenı now 
repels ınany people. But she is also 
aware that the monarchy has been 
unpopular before — Queen Victoria 
went through a bad patch, and the 
1930s Abdivcation crisis led to pre- 
dictions as dooıny as (lose of 1997 
— bul has always bouncèd back. 

In this case, she listened to the 
urgent messages Irom No 10, offer- 
ing her the publicity antennae and 
smoothness of the Blair operatlon, 
and whatever she thought privately, 
she made public obeisance to the 
Diana cult. The lonely walk of the 
young princes behind the coffin 
ınade thenı untoııchable in the pub- 
lic affection, and they are now the 
monarchy’s trump cards. The Civil 
List restrictions are a good example 
of strategic retreat. 

But it is too early to be conclu- 
sive. Charles is liked less and 
blamed more (as in the recent book 
by Julie Burchill, panned by the crit- 
les but a rompingly enjoyable 
polemic against Charles and his rel- 
atives). He proclaims himself mod- 
erm He says interesting things 
about the environment. But he 
looks ıo more llke a manarch ag he 
ages. His sorrow has not made him 
more dignified. ا‎ 

There is stlll heavy public hostil- 
ity to Camilla Parker Bowles; that 
same Mori poll. reported that half 
the reapondents thought he 
shouldn't become king if he rnar- 
ried her, He {4 famously a dltherer 
and he may well shrink from doing 
the decent thing. But as a visceral 
republiçan, I think there is probably 
enough residue of ' exasperated 
affection for him to make it to .the 
throne, even with Camilla at his 
side. The opinion polls are turning 
slowly but clearly his way. 1 
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TROD ter 
uew Brilain ınitkes it 1 happier plat 
to lve iı. 

Let ıne repeat: Diana didn't caııse 
this. She was a force of nature, but 
hardly El Nifio, She was only a syın- 
bol of social changes Happening 
already, a political symbol because 
of her royal fate and her choice of 
charities, Iriends, words and ges- 
tures. With her emotlonal fragility 
ard selfrevelation, her baseball 
caps, natural lack of deference, 
hedonistic enjoyment of material 
thinge and heı’ complicated sex life, 
she was representative of the new, 
emerging Britain just as surely as 
Charles and hls mother represent 
an old nation. 

That meant the anger al royal 
coldness, or the reactive disdain for 


Had she lived would a 
marriage to Dodi have 
dragged Princess 
Diana into the Jetset 
world and dirtied her 
saintly image? 


Diana "hysteria". felt by milllons, 
was also an argument between the 
generatlons, a debate not simply 
about a single troubled familly but 
the country. Not that the British 
monarchy ls about ta collapse. A 
recent Guardian poll. shows 28 per 
cent of people thinking Britain 
would be better off without tlıe 
monarchy, and 52 per cent the oPpPOo- 
site — hardly overwhelming enthu- 
siaam for the Inatitution. 

Yet the Queen, whose own ap- 
proval rating still beats those of 
Tony Blalr and Prince Charles, is.a 
tough woman with a strong sense of 
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One year on, has Britain cha 
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general eleclion a few monlhs tar=‏ 
lier, İt was İn that overworked‏ 
plırase, a moment of trutlı.‏ 

And the (ruth is? What is real is 
that, with Diana's death, Britain sudl- 
deınly stared at itself in tlıe mirror 
and didn’t quite recogniee the (ace 
looking back. No longer was the ex- 
pression tight-lipped, white, and 
drawn wilh reticence. Diaııa was the 
queen of another country, a nuulti- 
cultural, more liberal and emotijon- 
ally open Britain, the patron saint of 
the pierced people who are all 
around us. it took the shock of 
death to give her that iconic status 
for good, safe from the corrosion of 
events. Thats what sudden death 
calı do {imagine the glow in which 
Tony Blalr would be remembered 
had he collapsed, heroically, in 
Downing Street an May 1 last year). 

So, if you seek her monument, 
look around. Dianaland ia real 
enough. On the down side, it is a 
populist, schmaltzy, credulous 
place, with little sense, of history. 
More Oprah than opera, 

The old Roman virtues. of en 
durance, deference, understatement 
and dignity in public are, dying out. 
Many people, particularly older pea- 
ple, mourn them, Tle stiff upper lip, 
the phlegmatic belief in coping, the 
buttoned-up stolciam, all the things 
Prince Charles exemplifies, were 
once not the outdated fashion of the 
ruling class, or only male virtues, 
but a visible part of the national 
character. But that's gone. It is dls- 
appearing, along with the coldness 
and hypocrisy for which the English 
were famous. ا‎ 

It isn't just the British weather 
that's getting warmer and wilder. 
We are becoming less Victorian, 
and more like the insubordinate, 
flashy, demonstrative, people. of a1 
earller Britain, except that the toler 
ance, openness and diversity of the 
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Whan Princess Diana 
died last summer, Britain 
woked in the mirror and 
was startled by what it 
saw, By Andrew Marr 


impure, the dispersal Ineffecike 
and only 12 people died, although 
5,000 were affected. There be! 
been similar “failures” with other 


recent Incidents. In December 19% HE DIED. It was an accident. 
an Air France Airbus was hijackel $ Half the nation went, tem- 
by a militant Algerian group Inte porarily, a little mad, But was 


ing to crash the plane on Park 
killing themselves, the passengers 
and many people on the grou 


jl really that banal? Think back to 
hal latesummer convulsion when 
he starkness of Diana's death 


They failed because a French cor | fokled into scenes of spontaneous 
mando unit stormed the plane zl || nassmourning on the hat streets of 
Marseille and killed the hijackers. Û london, accompanied by equally 

Perhaps the most indicative irr Î | healed debates about the future of 
dent of all wag the New York Word j | he monarchy and the true nature of 


Trade Centre bombing in 1993. Si 
people died and more than 10% 
were injured, but this waş again iı 
attack that failed in ita real aim. Te 
bomb was placed in an unde 
ground car park and was intend 
to collapse the 110-storey Norh 
Tower over ihe Vista Hotel and ini 
the South Tower. If it had sue 
ceeded the death toll would Hatt 
been more than 30,(K0, the worst 
single attack since the bombing 
Nagasaki nearly 30 years earlier. 

‘These examples show thal thtte 
are circumstances in which mas 
killing is the specific aim. The fî 
that they (lid not achieve their i 
tended resırits should nol disguis 
the risks now becoming apparenl 

The real change in all of ihis û 
still to conıe — the likely devel 
ment and use of biological weap: 
by paramilitary groups. Iraq's ft 
markable ability to develop and r 
ploy several different kinds ¢ 
biological weapon in the late 1%: 
demonstrates that this is a tec 
logy that has already proliferated * 
some stage, and probably qw 
soon, it Is likely to be used. 


US military strategist, Rofê 
Barnett, hag commented 
one of the main [hreals F 


dhe Britislı people, Looking back, do 
e rrtoRnise ourselves? Are we, on 
rfection, Just a lille embarrassed? 
The hyperbolic predictions of a cri- 
i sin the statê, .. already, it seenıs 
ı gminy, time-lapsed, ıot quite real: 
tgnelles from Bonkersville-ûn- 
ThamtSs, 
, There has heen nothing stranger 
ln mur lifetimes. The unforgettable 
sll of millions of Mowers rotting 
i telaphane. The wobbliness uf a 
ugh female reporter coniing back 
vb her office lo êxplain that many 
'apKrently saueê peuple were seeing 
a Yison of Dina n i purlrait o 
Charles 1 at Sl James's Palace. Tle 
Ink shriues uf candles ind hand- 
mde cards anl icclely hears, mak- 
E he avenuvs uf tle old imperinl 
Hilal suddenly fel like Naples ur 
bares, Cily lypes weeping in Lube 
i. Middle-aged liıdies in Marks 
pencer jackets spi ting their cune 
I for the Huuse of Windsor. 

Îr, what abut this: at the service 
‘testminster Abbey, watching tlie 
amg mass of lilies on the coffin, 
my officers in spurs (rying to de 

_ he right expression to wear 
le listening to Elton John 
| ng “Candle in the Wind"; that 
| ning noise when the coffin had 
1 ‘Ft Kensington Palace; the hail 
Western power 1s “the impatl 4| "rm of bouquets from motorway 
high-technology weapons ` lges as the hearse accelerated 
weapons of mass destruction on i rth. 

ability — and thus the willingness” | Tis wasn'l simply a little ocld. 
of the weak to take up arms aga : šalvador Dali, Derek Jarman 
the strong”. If he is right, then # | | Cecil B De Mille on ncict and set 
as the US and its allies believe Û | | Mm to work with a Spielberg-sizecl 
they have become the domi | ; dgel, and they wouldn't have 
players in international e lp with anything as weird as 
they may actually be losing control, f! ‘frents of a year ago. 

Even 80, Western responses ‘st things first. It wasn't “gat 

typically to protect the mast imp | I bythe press, It was real, and un- 


tant targets and destroy the : Mreugraphed, including the anger 
itary groups responsible. Whetrt |" out the Foyal family's apparent İni- 
this is in any sense possible 1 ines, their refusal ta partici 
to be seen, though the e he Û rite, The evidence sits there, on 
certainly give plenty of work to ا‎ 2 in diarles and fanıily 


plethora of terrorism experls 8 
cutrently grace our airwaves, )ا‎ ' Put e was it fully a national 
: e3 


! ent, 

Perhaps a better course 0 1 . the whole country 
would be to begin to pay attention | “4ched the funeral on television — 
the root causes of insecurily i Î te PE cent claimed to have 
conditlons of society, EP uy | gj, SCCOrdlng to one poll. So 
deepening wealth-povery Û’ bt ا‎ swathe of the planet. 
which are di ing ll '| jie Special feeling of the crowd, 
people and inciting some to e 1s mingling of grief and sub- 
and devastating action. ات‎ , Anger, belonged to London. 

The اوو‎ bomb aro giÎ te ا‎ Revolution, this 
the specific circumatarnce : ial to the capital 
tions of sectarian divislon, ا‎ uch Of the rest of the 0 
where in the world, political syle ; Mil o understand it. 
is massively encoursged oY Oma if eran ® OF people outside the 
atic marginalisallon. ا ا‎ tad thy lis ked at the TY news or 
bomb ls ultimately a esl gf laq Papers and felt strangers 
ure to heal the divi the mu fF: * 0m country, remote ob- 


Pers of 


Northern: Ireland, then : mass hysteria. TI 
larger risks we face fron world &| fers) delleve it, eal to the 
tary action in the e f qy ng them so, 
will stem mainly (ron I the Were wrong, and people 


1 ا‎ were right. Some- 


< n E f 

:'B' anged in the country, 
Paul Rogers ls professor of p2 ‘| inai Acton to Diana’ death 
studles af Brat ord ا‎ d IL More 8O thaı the 


The stakes keep rising 
in the war on terrorism 


Paul Rogers 


N ALL the 30 years of violence in 
| Norern Ireland the deliberate 

mass killing of civilians has been 
relatively rare. Before the Omagh 
bomb there were some exceptions, 
notably the loyalist bambs in Dublin 
and Monaghan in 1974, which killed 
30 peaple, and the Birmingham pub 
bombings later that year, There 
have alga been many instances uf 
random shootings, and innumerable 
examples of people being caught up 
in attacks intended for othera. 

Mass murder has rarely served 
the political purposes of Northern 
{Ireland paramilitaries, proving all 
toa often to be counter-productive to 
their political aims. I it is proved 
that the Omagh massacre had this 
aim, it would plumb new depths in 
the conflict. It would also be a rare 
example of such an attack in the 
wider world, where political violence 
1a once again developing as a major 
force in international relations. 

‘The death toll in the Nairobi and 
Dar es Salaam bombings were di- 
rected specifically at United States 
interests, aa have been many At- 
tacks througliout the Middle East, 
notably in Lebanon in the 1980s and 
mare recently in Saudi Arabia. 

Most non-state paraınilitaries 
have specific strategies and tactics, 
and are frequently conservative in 
their methods, concentrating on 
particular actions, whether these be 
bombing, shooting, assassination, 
kidnapping or even knee-capping. 

Even so, there are two trends in 
political violence that are becoming 
clear, and they do have major impli- 
cations for the future. The first is 
economic targeting — the use of 
bombs and other weapons to attack 
the weak points in a modern indus- 
trial state so as to maximise the eco- 
nomic damage. 

The most sustained example of 
this was the Provisional IRA cam- 
paign in Britain, both before and 
after the 1994 ceasefire, Two bombs 
in the City of London, repeated diB- 
ruption of road and rail services, and 
attacks on electricity and gas sup 
plies were early examples, followed 
later by Canary Wharf, Manchester 
and further motorway and rail dis- 
ruption during the 1997 general elec- 
tion campaign. The London 
bombings, in particular, caused 
huge concern İn financial and politi 
cal circles, besides costing about 
$3 billion. They, and the other 
economic targeting, undoubtedly 
prompted the Major government to 
search harder for a peace settlement. 

Economic targeting is likely to be 
an increasingly used tool of paramil- 
itary groups, but the other trend is 
even more ominous — the willing- 
ness of some groups to attempt 
systematically to cause huge loss of 
life. Sometimes the two alms coln- 
cide: the Tamil Tiger attack on the 
Sri Lanka Central Bank in Colombo 
in January 1996 was intended to 
destroy the commercial heart of the 
city, but it also killed nearly 100 peo- 
ple and injured 1,400. Similarly, the 
Aum Shinrikyo nerve gas attack on 
the Tokyo subway system a.few 
months earlier aimed to kill thou- 
sands of people and scare the popu- 


lation away from the mass: transit د‎ ric injustice: 


system, with potentially devastating 
economic consequences.’ : 

The Tokyo attack failed in its 
maln aid — the nerve agènt was 


Trimble — has left the splinter group’s leaders 
running for cover in the face of hoatility and rage 
from both the republican mainstream and the 
wider nationalist population. 

It was difflcult to discern much hope amid the 
migery of the burials of the Omagh innocents last 
week. Buıt the plea from Archbishop Sean Bradley, 
leader of the Catholic Church in Ireland, that the 
victims of the Omagh slaughter should not be 
allowed to have died in vain may turn out to be 
more than the wishful thinking it might have been 
in earller years. 

The Northern Ireland Secretary, Mo Mowlam, 
inevitably poured acorn on the Real IRA's hurried 
announcement of a “suspension of ntilitary opera- 
tons", But the facton’s chaotic U-turn ia an un- 
mistakable sign of the sea-change in the politics of 
the North wrought by the Good Friday agreement, 

There is no doubt that republican leaders bave 
put intenae pressure on the breakaway group —- 
the Sinn Fein chairman, Mitchel McLaughlin, 
admitted in a cautious statement that there had 
been “contact” through intermediarleg — iı an 
effort to bring the rtecalcitrants to heel, The same 
arm-twisting now needs to be applied to the other 
rejectoniat factions. But just aa important has 
been what David Ervine, leader of the Progresaive 
Unionist party, called the “deafening” popular con- 
demnation and revulsion across Ireland. 

The combination of the two isa what haa driven 
Michael MicKevitt of the 32 County Sovereignty 
Movement (directly inked to the Real IRA) and his 
partner, Bernadette Sands-McKevitt — sinter of 
the legendary republican hunger-striker, Bobby 
Sanda — to flee their home in Dundalk and escape 
the fury of their own people, During three decades 
of conflict nelther republican nor loyalist paramıili- 
tary leaders have ever had to face the indignity of 
the threats and home protests being visited on the 
McKevitta. 

That is a measure of both the atrength of CrOSB- 
community support for the Good Friday agreement 
and the political and military weakness of the oppo- 
sillon groups, ımmasked by the unprecedented scale 
and horror of the Auguat 15 bombing. That does 
not mean there will be an end to the outrages. But 
the republican movement, bolstered by ita carefully 
nurtured democratic mandate, shows no signs of 

aplitting, as it did so fatefully in the early 1920s 
and 1970s. Paradoxically, the worst carnage of 
Northern Ireland's troubles has only served to 
emphasise the solid foundations of the political 
process constructed to bring them to an end. 


War on the poor 


EBT cripples, debt kills, debt destroys lives 

and places, and debt denies hope of better 
tomorrows, We can only conclude from observing 
world leaders in the past three months that the 
Internationa! Monetary Fund, other banks and 
national politicians actively want to continue the 
mindless exploitation of the world’s most vulnera- 
جا‎ ente and further a scandal that now heggara 
belief. 

Since the Guardian joined Jubilee 2000 in May 
to press for faster and deeper debt cancellation in 
the most impoverished countries hy 2000, the 
debt burden has continued to grow, and the poor- 
eat countries now owe the richeat a mind-numbing 
$2 billion. It is modern slavery. 

In the paat year $45 billlou has been found to 
bail out private corporations and governments 
caught up in the Southeaat Aala criaia, yet next to 
nothing has gone to help the people whio most 
need health care and education, Japan, Germany 
and Italy have actually tried to obfuscate the 
iaaues, opposed proposals to provide earlier and 
deeper rellef, and preased for the latest possible 
dates to write off debt. They may well, as Oxfam 
aceugsed them last week, be guilty of violalng 
United Nationa commitments to children. Only 
Norway has had the courage to act unilaterally. It 
1s not good enough. If ending this outrage means 
breaking ranks with economic allies, then go be it. 

There are 500 days to go to the new nillennium. 
History will record that Britain and the richest 
countries declared war on the poorest people in 
the world in the late 20th century and then, know- 
ing the impact, stood by as millions died and suf- 
fered for their greed, The next chance to put debt 
onı the agenda ia in Washington next moni at the 
IMF/Worldl Bank annual meetings. Both the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brawn, aud the International 
Development Secretary, Clare Short, are expected 
to be there. They should bang heads together and, 
if that falls, aigral that Britain will act with moral 
authority and go it alone. 


12 COMMENT 


Vengeance is 
not the answer 


NSWERING bombs with bomba is a luxury 
only the world's sole superpower can afford. 

Even so it may came at a high price, as is rapidly 
becoming clear in the wake of last week's cruise 
miaalle raids in Afghanistan and Sudan. Part of 
thin price is that such acts of retaliation are 
counter-producdve, immediately so for hapleas 
foreigners who may be kidnapped or shot at, and 
potentally so in provoking mare terrorist attacks. 
More serioua alll, such acta undermine the con- 
sensus for a global rule of law which the United 
States asserts directly end through the United 
Nationa. They also put great strain an the collective 
authority of the world’s largest nations acting 
through the UN Security Council. These are famil- 
iar objecliona, though they do not carry leaa weight 
for being a0, The question is whether Washington's 
case İs go overwhelming in this ingatance as to out- 
weigh thcse strong argumenta against. 

Let ua discount, at least for the sake of argu- 
ment, the Mionîca factor, The US secretary of state, 
Madeleine Albright, had already warned after the 
Nairobi embassy bombing, in unusually strong 
terma, that the US would respond at a time and 
place of ita choosing, Intelligence gathering and 
planning were well under way before Mr Clinton 
testified to the grand jury ast week, It doea not 
help, of course, that the action he authorlaed can 
be seen as an attempt to reatore presidential gravi- 
tas — and will be pililforled as such by saatirists 
around the world. But Washington has acted 
unilaterally before, and will do so again. 

The ralds are justifed by the US frat on legal 
grounds of “self-defence”, Certainly the UN char- 
ter grants nations that right in the event of an 
“armed attack”, But Article 51 waa intended for 
situations where the state in question is in immi- 
nent danger, and where the Security Council has 
uot yet had time to act. If every country claimed 
the right to hit back when terrorists strike in a 
third country, the world would soon descend into 


1Y 

„, The second justification is more pragmalc — 
that the US counter~raide willl deter terroriats from 
further acon. This is far from evident, If a high- 
level conclave of international terrorists was about 
to take place at Osama bin Laden’s Afghan hide- 
out, would it not have been more productive ta 
monitor it for intelligence purposes rather than 
frighten them away? Potential terrorists are more 
likely to be goaded than deterred by auch attacks: 
significanlly, US officials did not deny that their 
cllzena are now at higher risk around the world as 
a result of the atrikes, 

The bin Laden network is now portrayed as 
Terrorist Threat No I — a position variously occu- 
piel in the past by Syria, Iran, Libya and North 
Korea. There will be new candidatea inı the future. 
Never mind that bin Lader himself emerged from 
the Afghan fundamentalist hotpot which the US 
stirred up ir its covert war against the Soviet 
Union there, We are accuatomed by now to such 
historical ironies, The point is that nominating a 
Terrorist of the Year is no solution. Terrorism has 
to be fought by a variety of means, including some 
that are covert, but thease will never aucceed unı- 
less accompanied by a palltical strategy addressing 
the causes of terrorism. These have much more to 
do with poverty, unemployment, Injustice and the 
deprivation af righta than with a fundamentallat 
enmity for the Great Satan. Real statesmanahip fof 
Mir Clinton (and a real escape from domeatlc trou- 
bles) should lle in tackling tlıese problema, and 
ntaat of all in the Middle East. 


From horror to 
hope in Ireland 


OR the second time in as many months an 
atrocly deslgned to drive a stake through the 
heart of the Irish peace process appeara to have 
achieved exactly the opposite result, Last month 
the loyalists who burned three children to death in 
Ballymoney created such a wave of revulsion 
among ordinary unlonists that they broke the back 
of the Drumcree protcats and decisively Isolated 
the most backward wing of Orangeism. Now the 
massacre perpetrated by the Real IRA in Omagh — 
a bombing intended to cut the politcal ground 
from beneath both Gerry Adana and David 
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14 FINANGE ava 
Victim of free-market Bolsheviks merif | 


RITISH Airways broke the |١ 
The shock treatment that B mould by signing a deal 1 b H t 3 1 و‎ 
was meant to save Russia | ES 0 Ea ۰ ny e ay rk Ta IDan I'IOSTIS I@€e Exercis Inğ 
has brought it to death's | E I iT i: r, ا‎ Industrie, the European manu. 0 The Ri ht tO 
. N e e, N 1 د‎ E facturer, which fought off com: 8 
door, writes Larry Elilott `. . r: 1 E petition from Boeing, ita إ‎ 0 a OWY IğUrT € f : 
American rival and BA's usunl Self-Defence 
T collapse of the Soviet suppller, to secure the contract |_1 e 
n was a sweet moment Constable in Quetta they are Arabs toa." The militiaman, 
for the Weat, All those years O EER EE who gave his name as Abdulquibir, EDITORIAL 
of the cold war, of beng worried GROUP of war-torn African SAMA BIN LADEN, the j wore a long black beard and flowing 
about the Red Army goose-stepping countries is to be offered Saudtborn Islamic militant | green robes, and a healing bullet HE United States wns ecor- 
into West Germany were auddenly an 11th-hour chance to joln a whose terrorist network was | wound was visible on one of his rect tO Send its nıilitary 
and spectacularly over. Like all special debt-relief programme, j | lhe target of U.S. military strikes | legs. Asked his oplnion of bin forces inte action against terror- 
victors İn wars, the West had the under a provision to be tabled j j ksi week in central Afghanistan, j| Laden, Abdulquibir grinned and lsat bases in Afghanistan and 
chance to be generous or vindictive. by the World Bank at its annual | | has spent the past 15 months living | said only, “He is our guest so we Sudan last week. The bombing 
And like nearly ali victors, it made meeting next month, about 200 niles south of the site of Û must protect him. But he has come two weeks ago of eınbassies in 
the wrong choice. lhe attncks, using as his base a fortl- | as a refugee this ime. What can he Kenya and Tanzanian that killed 
At the end of A People's Tragedy, fed antl heavily guarded hilltop | do for us?" mare than 250 people and in- 


his monumental study of the Russ- 
ian Revolution, historian Orlando 
Tiges warned that "it is by no means 
a foregone conucluslor that the 
emerging civil societies of the for- 
mer Soviet bloc will seek ta emulate 
the democratic model, This is no 
time for the sort of liberal democra- 


HINA is to slash coal pr | lvomıpound outside the city uf Bin Laden, wlıom U.S. officials 

duction by 200 millon ' Kandahar, implicated in the embassy bomb- 
tonnes in response to the glohal | Aspokesman for the Taliban, the | ings earlier this month in Kenya and 
economic crisis. The move wil | !lmdamentalist Islanic movement j Tanzania that killed nearly 250 peo- 
throw tens of thousands of work | ' hal now controls virtually all of | ple, incluling 13 Americans, has 
ers on to the country's swollen | | Ahanistan, said that bin Laden | long been considered a lending 
dole queue or a subslatence ex | | as not injured in the U.S. military | sponsor of terrorism directed 
istence on the land. , Sirike, The spokesman did not say | against U.S. interests. Dedllcaled to 


juured thousands more was anı act 
of war, It is not the kind of war 
many Americans grew up with, 
in which one country invades 
another, but it is war nonethe- 
less, The United States has not 
only a right but, as Defense 
Secretary William Cohen saidl, 


tic triumphalism with which the cok | shere bin Laden was during the | a purist vision of Islan and a cam- an obligation to fight back. 
lapse of the Soviet Union was met in ١ e i N ا‎ id, only thal he "is safe and no | paign to rid Islam's holy sites of In fashioning a response to 
many quarters in the West." 0 E o r a: r an. n TE, NTEL, the world's largest ; mage has been done to any of his | Israeli, U.S. and other western influ- terrorlanı, which by definition is 
Sadly, that is precisely wlıat las | Crisis? What crisis? . . . Bo the manufacturer of electronic | !‘mpanions.” ences, bin Laden is believed to have conducted from the shaclows, 
happened — an altenpt to trans- | devalued, causing mayhem irı the Russian economy and on international markets chips, is to make a belated entry | ı As recently as Friday last week, | at least 3,000 followers throughout the llnited States always will face 
form a command economy into a into the low-end personalcom Î in Laden reporledly appearecl at a | (he Arab world, many of whonı lı: the question uf what threslıokl of 
pure market economy overnight. Russia, including the financier | long-term economic reforms even | speculators of the air they neecl to | puter market with a range of mosque in Juwntown Kandalıar for | mel and trained during his lime in evidence must be crossed lu jus- 
But this, remember, was the end Î George Soros, argue that the | more difficult. breathe. The Russian goverımenl | circuits for PCs that cont less prayer services, Two Taliban militin | Afghanislan a decade ago. tify qı counternltnck. Americans 
of the 1980s. Mirs Thatcher was in | process has been far too fast. He Taced with the choice between | has clearly distinguished the ueeds | than $1,000. members encounléred on Lhe He inherited a fortune eslinıaterl above all must take cure not l0 
ler pomp, the economies of the | says lt was obvious from the start | the domestic economy and defend- | of tlıe real econonıy from that of the reets of Quetta — 120 miles fron | al up lo $300 million fron his late lash out without cause. Yet it will 
West were enjoying a boom, the | that there needed to be something | ing the currency, the Yeltsin gov- | paper econonıy. It has exercised ils Kandahar iı eastrcentral Pakistan | father, a Saudi construction mag- nut always be possible to huild i | 
docirines of Milton Friedman were | akin to a Marshall plan for Russia to | ernment chose the former, as did | right as û sovereign power to make HYTOPHARM, a small ¬lold a repurler they hacl "prayed | nate. While relatives say he no foolproof and public case, When |} 
being followed everywhere. embed the reform process, aud that | John Major on Black Wednesday. | the rules of tlie game.” Cambridge drug company | Yeelher" with bin Laden on Friclay, | longer has anything to do with ihe the evidence is compelling and 


As such, the Lenins of laissez | capital mobility and free trade were | This was sensible, even though If this İs so, it may prove to be a | which creates drugs from plant | ily after returning from fighting | family firm, he is known to control 
faire believed that they could short | likely to be self-defeating for an | there ate those who say that the | decisive moment. The Russians | extracts, signed a multi-millior air Taliban lorces in norlhern | businesses of his own. 1 : ah > 
circuit the historical process, They | economy as weak and vulnerable as Î hard-earned gains in the battle to j seem to have stunıbled upon a basic | dollar deal with Pfizer, the Aghanistan. Bin Laden was stîipped uf his | Bin Laden . . . directa his operations from a heavily guarded hilltop 


the inıminent threat t60 Amceri- 
cana real, as Cohen said it was 
in this case, terrorists HmIust 


were wrong, Tree-market Bolshe- | Russia's. bring down inflation have heen | premise of the Bretton Woods | maker of Viagra, to develop 8 But in general, they added, he | audi citizenship in 1994, after crit | compound outside the Afghan city of Kandahar know they have no sancluary. 
vîism has taken Russia to the edge of Soros argues, rightly, that West- | tossed away, Given the disinflation- | system — namely that if you have a | product to treat obesity. his foreign disciples rarely min- | cizing the regime there, and noverl Congress will have a role to play 
the abyss. ern assistance to Russia has gone | ary forces at play, both in the | pegged exchange rate and tatal # with Afghans in Kandahar. Bin | lo Sudan — the other larget ul the | remote mountaintip cave filled wilh | har and Quetta, cyinions ûf bin | in checking and weighing the 

Since 1990 the Russian economy | through three phases, “In the first | Russian ahd the global economy, | capital mobility, you have effectively laden spent tinıe in Afghanistan in j U.S. rails. Following the triunıph of | high-ireh commuunicalions equip” | Ladeu gathered were largely nege | administration's case, in seerct if 
has shrunk by more than 40 per | phase, we should have offered assis- | this looks as dubious a proposition | ceded control of your economy ta HE Japanese goverument | | he 19803, helping irain and orga- | {he Taliban, whose leaders had {| nıent. There, it was sald, he lived a | tive. One former resistance fighter | necegaary. But already Speaker 
cent as most of the countrys | tance, but we didn't. In the second | as it was in Britain in September | the speculators abroad and the denied reports that itwoul  Il#Arabs who ıacl volunteered to | been comrades from the years of | Spartan life and slept with a Kalash- | called hinı “an enemy of humanity." | Newt Gingich has said that, 
woefully inefficient industry has | phase, we promised it, but we didn't | 1992. mafia bosses at home, use public funda to rescue lor { ' ft alongside the Afghan Islamic | struggle against the Soviets, he | nikov rifle next to his bed. Bul in | But while expressing outrage at | having been well briefed during 
been wiped out by foreign competi | deliver it, In the third phase, we The speculators say that Russia ls One way out of the crisis would | dering merger talks between i errillas against Soviet invaders, | shifted to Afghanistan. Aprll 1997 his operations were | the idea that bin Laden might be | the past two .weeks, he believes 
tion. Output of lorriea, for example, | delivered, butit didn't work.” heading up a blind alley and may he | be a currency board, under which a Î Sumitomo Trust arid the Long | . later, he developed clase ties with | "I never met him, but I know he | moved to the Kandahar region. fomenting terrorist attacks from the | the attack was “the right thing to 
is down by more than §0 per cent, And so, for all the clalms from the | cutting itself off from foreign invest- | country effectively stops having its | Term Credit Bank of Japan. . Be Taliban; now he is once again | helpecl the mujabeddin a lot during Since then, while the secretive | region, many Afghans also said they | do at the right time,” 


„ bradquartered in Afghanistan, this | the war. And he was nat the only | Saudi millionaire lias rarely been | blaıned Pakistaıı and the United 
ne as the Taliban's honorecl | one. There were many others (rom | seen in the city, he has made his | States for helping radical Islamic 
; Be, Arab countries who supplied us | presence felt, Visitors from Kanda | groups to flourish during the 
|. last week, as rumors swept Pak- | with [nancial and military ald,” sald | har interviewed in Quetta said bin | resistance to Soviet rule, and then 
| and Afghanistan that an Ameri- | Abdul Manan, 28, a former resi | Laden had commissioned a new | washing their hands of the con- 
j ™ military assault against bin | tance fighter and devout Muslim | mosque to be built on the site of a Î sequences. 
' len was imminent, Taliban off | who now ceoks in an Alghan restau [| defunct cinema — now hanned by “if radical terrorism has found a 
dials were quoted in the Pakislani j rant in Quetta. “They came to help | the Tallban. They also said he and | breeding ground in Afghanistan, it is 
| ress aã saying bin Laden had | us liberate our country, and many | Saudi assoclates had invested in | becauge af autside forces," sald 


Certainly, Osama bin Laden 
has made no secret of his gonls 
and methods. He has openly de- 
clared war on Americans and orı 
Jews. “We do nat diatinguiah 
between those dresaed in mili- 
tary uniforms and civillana," 

A few Republicans questioned 
whether President Clinton had 


that of fridges and freezers by mare {| disciples of pure laissez-faire that | meqt. But what Investment? Accord- | own autonomous monetary policy 
than 70 per cent. The Great Leap | the shock treatment was paying off, Î ing to the OECD, Investment is |j and instead adopts that of another 
Forward fo a market economy has Î the Russîan government was faced | running at 25 per cent of its 1990 Î nation. To the extent that it would 0 a three-month | 
put the state finances under ex- | earlier this month with a situation in | level and the average age of plant | make economic policy more trans- strike at Korea's largest ¢ 
treme pressure. The [allure to pay | which grass domestic product had Î and machinery is more than | parent, a currency board would help Î maker, Hyundai, ended with 
wages has become so acute that Î resumed its decllne, with lower oll | 14 years, compared wlth 9.5 years in | to rebuild the power and integrily of | agreement to axe tire jobs of 21 
teachers have gone on strike and | prices and the global slowdown | 1980, Indeed, Moscow would be Î the state. factory workers, ory one الجا‎ 
the country has lapsed back into a j emanating from Asia leading to a | well advised to treat the advice of But Russia's real need is not a | of the staff originally er 
barter economy, making it difficult | contraction in both May and June. foreign investors with caution. Î stable currency, but a growing eco- j for redundancy. 


© 


fo collect taxes — even for the base- Weak growth plus high debt | Altruism is not readily associated | nomy. Given its vulnerability to : pled the security forces arourtl | gave their lives for the glory of | some new apartments and commer- | Hamid Karzai, a former. Afghan | ordered the attack to distract 
ballbat wielding, balaclavaclad heay | servicing costs threatened the | with speculators, and they seem a | commodity prices, it would be bet- j dı wound and was sleeping İn a | Islam.” cial projects. IAI diplomat who lives in Quetta, He | from his personal arıd legal trou- 
ies sent in by the government to Î authoritles with a potentially calanı- | bit miffed that the Russian authori- Î ter off with a fixed but adjustable ex- HE UK government Was : ferent lacation every two nights. At first, bin Laden settled near Among Afghans in this region, | said he had repeatedly warned | bles. But there is no posaibility 
persuade those in arrears fo pay Up. | tous explosion in external debt, | Hes have wearied of being taken for j change rate coupled with controls celebrating as inflaton Tal has his own people," said a | the eastern Afghan city of Jalalabad, | where cross-border trade and travel | American officlalg that there was | that 'Coheu or Gen. Henry 

For those visitors taking snaps of | while the austere monetary and fls- | a ride. on capital, perhaps along the lines of Î edged back towards its target 1 0 militiaman in Quetta. “He | where he waş described in some | is common despite the rugged | *trenıendous outside support for the | Shelton, chairman of the Joint 


Chiefs af Staff, would order U.S. 
| forces into action if they were not 
convinced of the necesalty, As 


St Basll's Cathedral, this gloomy | cal measures required to underpin As one analyst put it last week: Î those in Chile, where long-term | after the firat drop in the prices QÛ ts 1,500 personal guards; | press reports as operating out of a { mountain road that divides Kanda- ( Taliban, but no one listened ta us.” 
picture may seem at odds with the | the rouble simply added to rum- | “The measures announced [last | direct investmeııt is welcomed, but | of high street goocdis for more ا‎ : 


outward signs Of Western prosper i bling social unrest, thereby making | week] have effectively robbed the j short-term flows are penalised. This j than 25 years. 


ity. But as the Organisation for runs the risk of making the current HT E . HH 1 attempted to cover up wrongdoing, | Sen. Jesse Helma,. Republican 
Economic Co-operation and Devel epidemic of OP UT even worse, İ FOREIGN EXCHANGES | Clinton Still Riding High IN Polls e more than half ~~ 52 percent — of | chalrman of the Senate Armed 
opment (OECD) admits: “The B Cl ا‎ d f hn but this Is not a situatlon in which r aa rata arn ا‎ 1 0 hz : E Americans say he «should be im- | Services Cammittee, sald, 
vitality displayed in .. . Moscow City ONQAS pDrOVI e safe haven there are cost-free options. August 24 Aut: | ld Bradar Three in four approved of the way. | Clinton In 1996 but also elected a | peached. . , | “Sooner. or later, terrorists will 
has certainly nurtured some casual There will be those who'say that س سے‎ f | Rlohard Marin he ig handling.the economy, his best | Republican House member. A separate survey of 416 adults | realize that Amerlca's differ- 
travellers' impressions that Russia | ] NVESTORS, panicked by falling j Though bond ylelda rose on there is nothing wrong with Russia j Awira | 2.5250-2828 get 1 Û pI n performance on this key measure of, “ voted for him," said Robert Î was conducted after the United | ences end at the water’ edge, 
as a whole must have done likewise, | Î stock markets and currency Monday as equity markets ral- that more free trade, greater capital | Austra 20.71-20.73 کا‎ ê ` A {ERICANS «continue to see | his presidency, Seven in 10 Ameri- | Hutchason, 45, a salesman for a soft- | States bombed suspected terrorist | and that the United States’ politi 
So far, however, the areas enjoying Î devaluatione, are piling into the | lied, the auccessiorı of crises mobility and even more financial | Bm 80.87-00.72 yt E haj ent Clinton as a strong j cans surveyed think he is doing a | drink company, "but { probably j sites in Afghanistan and Sudan. cal leadership always has, and 
a sustained upswing are best Î world’s top bond markets, seck- | that have racked financial mar- orthodoxy cannot put right. Russia, | C2#s 2.33-22 10 ese r İn touch with thelr problema | good job directing.the nation's for 1. should have gone the other way. By 3 to l1, Amerlcans approved of Î always will, stand united in the 
described gs growth islands." ing safety, not high returns, keta — from Asia last year to the j so the orthodoxy goes, has to seize | Dak 120-1122 g42 | erie û growing majority express | elgn policy, also a record high. - He's done a good job as president, j Clinton's decislon. More than alx in Î face of imternationaf terrorist." 
At tlte same time as the country | torltes Mark Milner. mast recent crisis in Ruaala — is Î the moment, even if the objective |j ® 0a8? و أ | و2‎ \S about his honesty, integrity | At the same time, 28 percent say ÎÛ but he's been a Ilar from the start. 10 of those surveyed believed Clin So Clinton has'taken the right 
is suffering fronı levelş of economic German bunds, United States | likely to keep invèators keen on j conditions for a market revolutlon | %™™™™ a a22 ا‎ character, according to a, | he is honest and trustworthy, whitle Î He's let the country down. I don't | ton ordered the ‘attacks to punish | step. Experience has ahown that 
deprivation that would be deemed | treasuries and British gllts are the big bond markets, are not absolutely in place. ' oa korg 1a7ao1.1768 |1182 1 | sr ashington Post-ABC .News | 19 percent say he has high moral | think it wlil help to Impeach him. It | terrorists and disrupt thelr plans. | the risks .of such retallation are 
intolerable in the West, an attempt | among the top tar geta for in- Safe haven status is not their Meanwhile, during the transitlon u 2900-2005 | 2882# | 1 ` Î and.ethical standards — both new | would just be a waste of ntoney. Only one in four, or 27 percent, said | more Searable ` than. the rlsks 
is being made to Implant deme- | veators looking for “safe havens” | only attraction, however. perlod, there will be a dictatorship | ane, 2256320503 | 22591 i | ee Poll describes a public that | lows in PostABC surveys. Four in |: The PosteABC poll found that 62 | the president launched the raids | Involved in doling nothing to de- 
cracy. from the storms that have been | Inflation, the bêfe rrotre of bond | of the bond dealers. This approach Û einoiands | 3.318333218 7 1 very different Bill Clin- | 10 said he probabiy did something | percent say the president should | malnly to divert attention away from | fend Americn’s interesta, But the 
The iwo —~ breakneck economic | sweeping the international finan- | market investors, ls relatively has been tried once in Russla, wlth Î gw Zsaana | 3.327939345 | 3 La 1p € president whose steward- | illegal in connection with bis affair Û not resign or be forced from office | the Lewineky investigation. risks are real, and they mean 
transition and democracy — are in- | clal markets, low in the economies with attrac- | welldocumented results, It Is in the | Norway 12.82-12.83 2 | ge, he natlon’s econony. and | with former White, House intern, | for lying about his relationship with Î Many Americans alao questioned | that the United . States . cart 
compatible, ever though this seems “Investors are minimising tive bond markets, ' | West's own interests to' cut Russld | porujs | 301.93301.65 ا‎ il oni, 3 Î" foreign affairs they | Monica S. Lewinsky. And half said' | Lewinsky. Just over half — 54 per- | whether Clinton can devote suff expect one battle to end this Wait. 
to have escaped those in the West | risks rather than maximising re- But some analysts are con- some slack, to recognise that | span 249.81-260.03 ا‎ 2 | hose lo applaud, and the man. | he was not completely truthful | ‘cent ~~ gay he should not be im- | ciënt attention to the country’s prob’ | “This ia an organization dedld- 
who are now accusing Moscow of | turna,” said Alison Cottrell at cerned that if the safety-first Moscow needs lime ‘to “muddle | Sweden 4-1 | | & y,. 3Ndakplagued personal life! | about their. relatlonship..when he peached even if he encouraged her whilê dealing with his .own.. | cated to killing . Americans,” 
bringing the crisis on itself. In the | London's PaineWebber. mentalliy takes too atrong a grip | through for a bit. For as traders Ii | Swtzenand | 2.424018 1 el gill en Û with increased ' disgust, | testifled to a grand jury last week. i to lie about Ît under oath. : ore: than six in i0 believed the ı: Gingrich. .sald.: “We have an 
same way, presumably, as a labora- As a reault yields -— the return | on Investors, it may become dealing rooms last week could teg- | usa 1.0380-1.6328 0 1 Ni tament anû even sadness, : | .. These sentiments.were ‘reflected | : However, if independent counsel | scandal is interfering with hls “abl Î obllgatlon to bit them, and tf 
tory rat brings cancer upon itself by | on bonds —~ have fallen to near- | more difficult ahd more expen- Î tify, the Russlan menace still threat- اا ا ی م‎ end of last week, Clinton's: | in interviews. with voters in an | Kenneth W. Starr turns over evi ity to deal effectively with Interha. | neceasary, to keep hiting tiem, 
inhaling cigarette smoke. record lows as demand outstrips | sive for lesa-favoured borrowera | ens the West, even if the Red Army | Fanuoo anara inanzup saa atoma, ® el PTûval rating stood at 66 per- | Illinois congresslonal district south- | dence to Congress of a pattern 'ofin- | tional terrorism and other problems until they lose all of their ability 


arely below its alltime high, to hurt Americans,” 


Critics of the Wests approach to Î supply. to tap the marketa. > . ` Î does not: U Î amma eogao. o 2 west of Chicago, which..supported | stances iı which the presldent has | around the worid.”. 
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utes af very low doses. The agent 
sarin was used in the Ãunı Suprenıe 
Truth cul's 1995 terrorist attack on 
the Tokyo subway systenı, which 
killed 12 people and injured 5,500. 

At Leonidovka alore, [here ig 
more than enough nerve gas, lf dis- 
tributed by Individual doses, ta wipe 
out every hunıan on Earth. 

Residents are uneasy, "People 
feel concerned, there is no denying 
f," said Irina Molchanova, 33, a 
deputy school principal. She asked a 
visitor, “Do you think we are living : 
on ã powtlêr' keg?" 

Russia has promised to liquidate 
the declared arsenal of 40,000 tons 
of chemical weapons. It signed the 
Chemical Weapons Convention in 
1993 and ratifled it in 1996. The 
treaty, which taok effect last year, 
calls for abolishing the develop- 
ment, production, stockpiling and 
transfer of chemical weapons and 
outlaws their use. Most experts 
agree that Russia's aging stocks 
have outlived any military utility. 
Under the treaty, Russia and other 
nations agreed to destroy the 
weapons over 10 to 15 years. The 
United States already has beguuı de- 
stroying tts stockpile of 33,000 {ons 
of chemical weapons al lwo sites 
and is expected to finish by 2004 al 
a cost of about $13 billiunı. 


UT Russia's government is 

chronically short ûf cash, anl 

the militiry establishınent is 
collapsing for Jack of monty. Gen. 
Stanislav Petrov, commander of 
Russia's radiation, chemical and bio- 
logical defense troops, said in an in- 
terview that Russia needs $5.5 
billion to Uquidate ihe chemical 
weapons. Bul in the last (wo years, 
he said, the government delivereti 
only 2 or 3 percent of what was bud- 
geted for the program, which 1s 
falling behind schedule. 

While publicly declaring the size 
of the stockpile, Russia and the So- 
viet Unlon have never accounted for 
bombs that were secretly dumped 
and destroyed in earlier years, 
many of which are decaying in un- 
marked graveyards llke the one in 
the woode outside Leomdovka. 

Lev Fedorov, an activist who 1s 
president of the Union of Chemical 
Safety, a cllizens' network, has esti- 
mated that the Soviet authorities 
dumped half a million tons of chemi- 
cal weapons in three periods be- 
tween the end of Warld War I and 
the late 1980s. 

Many were sunk at seg in 12 loça- 
tions in the Baltic Sea, the Kara Sea 
and the Sea of Japan. Tene of thou 
sandls of fonê also were buried in un- 
marked and sll undisclosed 
#raveyards around the Soviet 
Union, according to Fedorov. 
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Vladimir r Pankratov, a ` Ruslan asar a ar fı a 
chemicals-weapons bomb buried near Leonidoyvka PHOTO. OAD HOFFMAR! 


the 1991 collapse of the Soviel 
Union, tons of chemical weapons 
were discarded by the military and 
forgotten, and they are now an eco- 
logical threat, No one Knows where 
they are, or how much of the deadly 
poisons are leaching into the air, 
water and soil. 

Leonidovka is near one of the 
uncharted chemical weapons durnpa, 
hidden in the nearby forest. The vil 
lage also sits next to a walled mili- 
tary base that ls arı official depot for 
thousands of tons of the still-aclve 
chemical bombs. 

Russia has formally declared it 
holds about 40,000 tons of chemical 
weapons. The stockpile consists of 
32,200 tons of nervê gasea — sarin, 
soman and YX — and 7,700 tons of 
lewîsite, mustard gas and their mix- 
tıres. They are stored in seven de- 
pots, including Leonidovka. 

Behind the argsenal's high walls 
here are 15 millon pounds of YX, 
sarin and soman gases packed into 
aviation bombs, 

These are known as nerve agents 
because they attack the nervous sys- 
tem after inhalation or contact with 
the skin. They can KI within mir- 


try. The pollution is a potential 
health time bomb, causing an in- 
creased incidence of cancer and diş 
ease for which no one wants to take 
responsibility, especially the belea- 
guered Russian military. 

After an initial surge of citizen 
activism at the end of the Soviet 
period, Russians today are more 
focused on economic survival, 
sometimes desperately. 

"People are indifferent,” said 
Viadimir Verzhbovsky, a journalist 
in Penza. “Those who try and arouse 
public opinion are treated as clowns 
and not taken seriously. Life is B0 
hard. Salaries haven't been paid, in 
some cases for years, An people 
think, how are they going to feed the 
children? People are aware they are 
living on a powder keg. But their 
current interests are different.” 

The small rural village of 
Leonidovka sits at a crossroads of 
twa huge prablems, hoth inherited 
from the Soviet era. 

One is that Russia has the world's 
largest suppiy of chemical weapons, 
which it promised by treaty to qui: 
date but now cannot afford to 
destroy. The other ia that, before 
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Russia lacks money to clear dumps of rotting chemical 
weapons. David Hoffman reports from Leonidovka 


A Cold War Curse 


Arsenic is extremely toxic. In 
acute poisoning, vlolent stomach 
and intestinal inflammation and 
bleeding lead to massive lasses of 
fluid and bodily salts, causing col- 
lapse, shock and death. Long-term 


low-level exposure can lead to other 


aliments, including cancer, 


Not on any’ map, protectêëd only 8 
` by one'diBtant sign warning people 


to keep out, the chemical weapons 
graveyard igs a small glimpse of what 
1s becoming a painful torment for 
Russia — the legacy of chemical 
and nuclear weapans production 
during the Cold War. 

Across Russia's vast steppes and 
Siberian taiga, and into the seas from 
the Baltic to the Pacific, the Soviet 
Union anfl later Russia have dumped, 
buried, spilled and exploded chenıi- 
cal and nuclear substances that had 
only one purpose — to kill people. 
They were the ingredients or 
byproducts of weapons of mass 
destruction. They were the wastes 
of the Cold War. Now, they continue 
to damage the land and people. 

Although the Soviet Union has 
collapsed, a full accounting of the 
contamination it loosed on the envi- 
ronment has never been made. For 
most of the Cold War, the Soviet 
Union kept the sources of this pollu- 
tion — the arsenals and bomb facto- 
riee — shielded by the strictest 
secrecy. Little is known even now 
about the clandestine dumping and 
destruction of chemical weapons 
and radioactive materials, More- 
over, litle is being done about it, 
despite the health risks. In some 
cases, Russjan authorities simply 
deny a threat exists and continue fo 
stamp the files “top secret.” 

"This place has been abandoned,” 
said Pankratov, surveying the 
chemical weapons graveyard, which 
lies less than a mile from one of the 
declared depots where nerve gas l5 
stored, “No one iş responsible for It. 
This information about old destruc- 
tion sites hasn't been opened, it's 
still classifed, and we are talking 
about it now bêècausê we have to 
face the obvious — we are talking 
about a dangerous contaminatlon of 
the soll.” 

The contamination may become 
an enormous économic burden to a 
country already flat on its back. Rus 
sia simply carnot afford to clean up 
the polsons left beliind by 59 years 
of dumpling and discharge by the 
military and its bombmaking İindus- 


sprinkled with birch trees, the 
lush growth suddenly diş- 
appears. Underbrush gives way to a 
black ulcer on the earth. In the 
clearing nothing grows, not geyen 


ErASS. 
Vladimir Pankratov, a gray-haired 
former Soviet military man who is 


1 Ã verdant pine forest here, 


mow an environmentaliat, kicked at ' 


the ground ofı the edge of thé dark 
clëaring in the woods. He kicked 
agin and again. He poked a stick 
inlo the sojl — and pried up the 
nose cone of an aerial bamb, 

This hole in the middle of a Russ- 
ian forest ia an uncharted chemical 
weapons graveyard. Buried here are 
vintage World War II aerial bombs, 
filled with a mixture of deadly 
ewigite, a blistering poison gas, and 
yperite, a sulfur mustard gas. 

These abandoned bombs are a 
visible symbol of Russia's chemical 
weapons nightmare: Jt has ınore 
chemical bambs than any cauntry, 
and it cannot get rid of them, or 
even find them all. Forty thousand 
lons of chenılcal weapons are stored 
inoificially declared military depots. 
But thousands of other bombs Hie in 
abandoned and uncharted weapons 
dumps, like this one. The Russian 
military, which created these un- 
declared dumps decades ago, still 
denies they exist, 

Entombed in the forest here by 
viet soldiers in the early 1960s 
aad then forgotten, the bombs are 

ıoming back to haunt the environ- 
ment of today's Russia. Preliminary 
by a team of experts working 
Wh Pankratov have found heavy 
tukentrations of arsenic İn the soll. 
ite 1s 36 percent arsenic. The 
sandy scars on the forest floor 

#reoffa powerful metallic odor. 

Moreaver, the polson is spread: 

an area where hundreds of 
hoısands of people Hve. Water and 
ul lests by Pankratov’s team show 
hit arsenic 1s turning up in higher 
tuncentrations than normal 2¥ miles 
away in bottom sediments of trlbu- 
tries to the Sursk Reservoir. The 

Teservoir provides drinking water to 

ı the nearby provincial capltal, 

With a population of 530,000. 
ا‎ 350 miles southeast of 
re is located in the rich black- 
bl farming belt of southern 
ehle of the Volga River basin, 

o th Î 1tself was home to much 

(le Soe chemical warfare ine 


` tary analyet at thêè conservative 
, National Defense Council ' . 
Foundadan. 


Several higli- profile cases İin- 
voKing abuses by government 
security forces, most of hem In 
conjungçtlon with’ paramilitary 
groups, have surfaced recently, 

Last on, , the prosecutor 
general ce sald bvo 
fron the 4th Army len rr 
been linked toa massacre a 


' about 3Û peoplê were killed: 
Late last month, tien و‎ 
Ernêsto Sai per apologized for 
five masšacrens that were corimit- 
ted by state security forces bé: 
tween 1991 and 1993 in whlch 


49 people died, , And four months. 


„20th Intell; 
' prosecutors hadl ip 
Killings of 


e, which 
td i 
` several . 


‘mand and retire other senior i 
‘officers was an important step 
weakening the tle Detween the i 


"armed forces and paramilitary 
'gfbups. ' 


„, The new prêésidént tookthe . 
unüsual of reaching beyond! 
higher ranking generale to name ! 
the ıew coiamanders of the army,’ 
navy and air force, passing over : 
aefiior officers and forcing sev- 
eral genèrals with known tiea to ! 

tary orgaulzationg to 1 
retire. Tio re of those pra’ 

| moted wete reviewed by both , . 

“Colombian and U.S: intelligence | 
to make şure they were riot tled 
to drûg trafficking oF human 


ng 
.Hghtd abusës, the officials sald. 


*Thls crop of recently har 
, Vested generals and admirals 


a long-atanding tradition 


of ‘seniority firat in selecting 
'gérvice chlefs iû thé military,” 


sald F. Any Mêsainig Jr., a mili- 


Colombia’s President Shakes Up Army 


night of May 16 anl unleashed | the United States is conditioning 
a campaign of terror for several its support for the Colombiail 
"hours withûut encountering | military on fta willingness to 
reslatante from ã aiigle soldier ' |' break its des with thé paramili- 
or police officer. The masked ' tary forces, which have been 
gunmen killêd severi people and | opetating here for more than 
kidnapped'25 others, In Jihe, ` 30 yearn. 
thëè assallants declared that they! | ` Ata time when Colombla's two 
' | bad killed all the hostages and : | rmairi guerrilla groups have dealt 
' burned the bodlea gfter deter- ! | fhe armed forces devastating 
mining that this captives had ' ‘defeats, the military — which | 
links to the guerrillas, ' reçelves Û.S, training and ald . 
‘Government invéstigators said | .osténalbly to fight drug traffiek. 
` pıirie doldlerg from the New . . har strengthengtl ila dês . 
Graiada' Battalion waved for - tary fronts to bolster 1 
vehicles carrying the paraimili- 2 batile'akainst thg estimated ' ; 
` tary troops ‘through an army ' ` ' | 20,000 Marxist inaurgenta, 
checkpoint before and after the : | U.S. and Colombian rnilitary ; 
attack arid at least one soldier sources sald this month's 
' par lcipated 10i thé killings. . | decision of the new president, 
The attack aiid subaéeqierit '. i | Andres Pastrana, to apruptly. 
` | atrocities highlight the reaşon dismiss the entire high coh” 


ncabêrmèja that has : 


[Oge F, Kovalesk 
Trancabermeja 


8 April and early May, . 
a Colombian army battallon 
mn thls oll‘refining town 

urgent commu” 

"ques from 

leg intellgence the country’s lead: 


+ tet rlene ving paramilitary 


ng to n might be prepiar- 


rr ay stated that the 


e might take place in a nelgh-' 
called the Twentieth of 
Sh a community 1h north- 


ا 
e . ret onghold ol of support for,‏ 
debplta the alerta, dozens‏ 0 أ 


fi êd paramiiitary 
pe led into towrioni the ` 


ora mla—n 


0 


logy doa nol! « 
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New Tobacco 
Hazard 
For Babies 


John Schwartz 


aR EPPS 
OMEN who smoke whlle 
pregnant appear to pass 4 pe 
tent carcinogeıı to the bables deve! 
aping in their warubs, researchers 
reported last Sunday. 

“These results demonstrale a &ig 
nificant potential risk to the ا‎ 
child of a woman who amokes,” said 
Stephen S. Hecht of the Universly 
of Minnesota Cancer Center, wilo 
led the research, 

Hecht analyzed the first urine 
کا‎ collected from 4f bables of 
smokers and nonsmokers in Ger 
many. He looked for NNK, a, 
carcinogen found only in tobacto: 
products, and for byproducls of 
NNK after lt had been processed by 
the body — NNAL and NNALGluc. 

“We found that tle positive san 
ples were only from fhe newborns 
of mothers who smoked," Hechl 
sald. Of the 31 samples [rom moll 
ers who smoked during preguant. 
22 contained NNK, NNAL or NNAL 
Gluc. Babies of nonsmokers hu 
none of those substances İn (heir 
urine, Hechi said. 

NNK, wlıich is from lhe family o 
cancer-causing substances krom 
as nitrosamines, is not the only caf 
cinogen in tobacco smoke bul it li 
especially powerful. It can cauš# 
adenocarcinonıia, a kind of lung caf 
cer found largely in smokers. 
ies have also shown that the lox 
can be passed from mother to off 
spring in animals. 

The new findings provide Yt 
another reason why preguint 
women should not smoke, Hec 
said. Only 39 percent of smokes . 
qult when they become pregnenl.: 
according to a 1990 study in fk 
American Journal of Public Health. 

Previous studles have sho 
increases in respiratory ailment 
among the children of smokers, 4 
well as other health problem 
Smoking during pregnancy 250 : 
been linked to low birth welat: 
other conditions. And smoking iS 
has long been known (o ا‎ 
health problems. 

The levels of NNK and the f 
lated chemicals found in bables n. 
the new study was about 10 percent 
of the amount of those subs 
found in smokers. | 

It remains ا‎ nomen) 
whether babies porn 
mothers have an increased risk of 
developing cancer. 
son it n difflcult to study i 
question is that parents tend to 
tinue to amoke throughout f 
child's lives, and many of lhe ¢ 
dren exposed in the ا‎ 
grow up to be smokers thems 

“he epidemio twee | 
show a clear relationehlp e, b 
exposure İn utero aI 
1 life,” Hecht sald. “This ا‎ 
aıı exposure cannot be 
can only be bad" 

reported the nding‏ ا 
the annual meeting of the Ar" The‏ 
Chemical Society in aed 0‏ 
research has not heen Bub)‏ 


| 
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r: review, ‘the ‘ust 
E for: published stu tudes | 
rarely a part of presentations at st lif 
entifle meetings. ' 

A representative of the Tobacco 
‘Institute, the: industry’: 1 ie 


and policy arm: او ا‎ nonë 
spokespersons for th 


anı 
had seen the Hecht | 


«could not cornment: on 1 


cally, 


Guy Bertrand outside the 


“What the court said today is that 
secesslan 18 possible, but it will have 
to be accomplished through a long 
and difficult negotiation process,” 
said Christopher Manfredi, a consti- 
tutional scholar at McGill University 
in Montreal. “It igs not going to be as 
simple as holding a referendum.” 

“As we say in French, thls deci- 
sion cuta the pear in half," said 
Jacques Yvan Morin, a professor of 
public law at the University of Mon- 
treal, “Ite a very subtle, very intelli- 
gent decision.” 


16 be Washington Post /NORTH AMERICA 
Court Sets Rules for Quebec Secession 


Winning smile . . . Federalist lawyer 
Supreme Court in Ottowa after the historic decision PHOTO: TOM HANSON 


Last week's decision had been 
heralded as the most important ever 
to be made by the high court, which 
maintains a much lower profile here 
than the U.S, Supreme Court, Its 50 
page opinion amounted to anı essay 
on democracy, federallem, human 
fights and 'the rule of law. And its 
importance was underscored not 
only by the fact that the opinion was 
issued in the name of the entire 
court, but also by the fact that it was 
issued during the normally sacro- 
sanct political! summer holiday here. 


pravince under the Constitution 
could not be achieved . . „, without 
principled negotiation yıith other 
participants” in the Canadian con- 
federalion. 

At a minimum, the court sald that 
Quebec's secession would require 
the acquiescence not only ofthe fed- 
eral Parlfament but also of seven of 
the country’s 10 provinces — the 
normal requirements for amending 
the Canadian constitution. Several 
previous attempts to amend the 
Canadian constitution to accomnıo- 
date Quebec's urges for greater 
independence have foundered. 

Both separatists and federalists 
qulckly found reason to declare vİc- 
tory, reflecting the careful political 
balancing act on the part of the nine- 
member caurt. Chrellen said that 
the court had "well served all Cana- 
dians by bringing clarity to certain 
fundamental rules" and rejecting 
the hard-line secesslonist argu 
menls of Quebec Premier Lıurclen 
Bouchard. Chretien sald he hoped 
the court’s opinion would now be an 
occasion for Quebecers to “put 
aslcle" the secession question. 

And in Quebec City, Jacques 
Brassard, the pgravince’s combative 
minister of intergovernmental 
affairs, hailed the opinion for its “un- 
compromising reaffirmation” of the 
right of Quebecers to self-determi- 
nation. Quebec declined to partici- 
pate in the case, arguing it did not 
recognize the authority of the fed: 
eral court. 

The tension between Canada's 
French and English communities is 
as old as the country itself. Ever 
since British Redcoats defeated 
French troops on the Plains of Abra- 
ham outside Montreal in 1759, 
French Canadians have complained 
of a second-class status in Canada. 
[ronically, the independence move- 
ment has gained momentum only in 
recent years, just as Quebec gained 
a greater measure of soclal, eco- 
nomic and political power. 


Steven Peartsteir In Toronto 


EIGHING in on the 
country’s longest-running 
pollüical feud, Canada's 


Supreme Court dleclared unani- 
mously last week that the French- 
speaking province of Quebec does 
not have the right to unilaterally 
declare ifs independence from the 
rest of Canada. 

At the same lime, the nine jus- 
tHces sald that if Quebec voters 
embrace secesslon, the Canadian 
consHtulon and International law 
would both require the federal gov- 


ernment and the other provinces t0 - 


negotiate in good falth to--bring 
about tte country's breakup. 

“The continued existence and 
operation of the Canadian constitu 
Honal order cannot remain un- 
affected by the unambiguous 
expression of a clear majority of 
Quebecers that they no longer. wish ` 
to remain İn Canada;” said the court. 

The long-awaited decision was a 
legal victory for the government of 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien, 
which requested the advisory opin- 
ion in an effort to cool secessionist 
sentiment in a province that is lome 
to one in four Canadians, including 
the prime minister himself. Quebec 
voters narrowly defeated a seces- 
sion referendum İn 1995, and the 
ruling Parti Quebecois has vowel to 
hold arıother referendum if it holds 
onto its majority in the provincial 
assernbly in the next election. 

Even if Quebec voters opt clearly 
for secesslon, however, the 
Supreme Court sald, that would 
only begin a long and difficult 
proccss of amending the count'y’s 
basic governing charter. 

“Democracy meana more than 
simple majority rule,” sald the 
court, noting that the demands of 
demacracy must be balanced with 
the requirements of a federal sya- 
tem and the interests of various 
minority groups. “Secession of a 


Unabom Task Force agents 
involved in the manhunt said 
they may never have found the 
reclusive, 55-year-old former 
mathematics professor without 
the help provided by hia 
brother, 

in the rambling 
document delusional themes he 
had heard or read 1n letters over 
a lifetime, particularly after his 
brother quit his tenured profes- 
sorahip at the University of 
Californla-Berkeley, David 
Kaczynaki approached FBI 
agents through an intermediary 
and told them about his fears. 
Even then, David said in an in- 
terview after his brother had 
pleaded guilty, he was not con- 


‘vinced Theodore was the Una- 


bomber, 


“I had never seen him violent, 1 


not toward me, not d any- 
one, I tended to see his anger 
turned inward,” he sald. 

Even though lead Unabom 
prosecutor Robert J, Cleary 
called him a “true American’ 
hero,” David Kaczynski said he 
did not conalder himself a hero 
for ending the bombings that 


killed three people and injured 


29 others between 1978 and 

1995, ' 

` But he sald he did believe that 
good had resulted 


from his act: the public was'safe 


from more bombings and bis 


brother was safe in prison —~ i . 
PHOTO: RICH PEDRONCELI | from others and from himaelf. 


Unabomber’s Brother Gets $1m Reward 


apokesman, John Russell, said ended last January in a plea 
the $1 million FBI check that agreement in which the govern- 
was delivered to Biaceglte was ment, citing his mental illness, 
one of the biggest rewards ever agreed not to seek the death 
paid in a domestic terrorism penalty. 
cage. Although the FBI amassed 
Bisceglie said he forwarded thousands of leads over 18 years 
the check to Kaczynski and his while futilely tracking the Una- 
wife, Linda Patrik, but he noted | bomber, agents did not have a 
that rewarda of that size are clue to Theodore Kaczynski’s 
taxed at the highest bracket even Î identity until his younger brother, 
if the money is given to vicina’ at hia wife's urging, read a 
families. Placing the money in 35,000-word anti-technology 
trust could lessen the federal manifesto that the serial bomber 
and state levles, lıe sald. had prevailed upon The Wash- 
Theodore J. Kaczynski’s trial ington Post and The New York 
Times to publish. 


on first-degree murder charges 


David Kaczynski: eleva brothers themes 


William Clalbarne 


HE FBI, which for nearly two 

decades mounted the moat 
iutensiye manhunt in bureau 
hlatory but sill falled to cateh 
the serial terrorist known as the 
Urabomber, gave a $1 million 
reward to Davîd Kaczynski last 
week for turning in hia brother 
Theodore. 

David Kaczyneki, a 47-year- 
old Schenectady, New York, 
youth shelter social worker, 
publicly anguished aver tipping 
federal authorities to his older 
brother’a presetce in a remote, 
hermif’s shack in Montana in 
April 1995. He has said repeat - 
edly that, rather than keep lt 
himself, he will use most of the 
reward to ease the grlef of fami- 
liea viciimized by his brother's 
bomba, 

The Kaczynski family feela . 
giving most of the money to the 
victims “might help us resolve 


' our grief over what happened,” 


he said. 

“That certalnly still ia hig in- 
tent,” sald the Kaczynski family 
attorney, Anthony Biaceglie, 

Kaczynski also sald he needa 
to use some of the reward money 


pay off the family’s legal bills‏ ا" 
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Standing by your man in Russia again 


Kohl, have always made a point 
of protecting Yeltsin. He js 
regarded as a guarantee of 
atability. 

Washington has tot forgotten, 
eithcr, that Russia has nuclear 
weapons, a8 well as a seat on the 
United Nations Security Council. 
Bonn is perfectly aware that 
Russia's collapse would proba- 
bly cost Europe more than all 
the aid that ia now going lb 
Yeltsin. 

Usually a monetary crisis is 
merely the symptom of another 
kind of crisis — one of confi 
dence. lt can often be salutary in 
that it precipitates much-needed 
changes., This has been demon- 
strated more than once in Ãala, 
where monetary devaluatians 
have brought down outdateddl, 
corrupt and inefficient regimes. 

WII] Russia prave aı excep- 
tlon to the rule? Will it he able to 
make do much longer with mere 
cabinet reshuffles while allowing 
the president to hang on? The 
paience of the Russian people 
may turn out nat to be inex- 
haustible. That ie something that 


Western governments should 


alao keep in mind. 
(August 19) 


net reshuffle, also marks the 
devaluation of Boria Yeltsin. 

It is a development that 
prompts questions about the 
future of the president himsclf. 
No one can deny that thia former 
member of the Communist party’ 
ia committed to reform, In- 
herfing a system that had been 
rocked to its foundations by the 
"Gorbachev revolution”, he 
quickly liberalised the economy 
and democratised the country, 

But he failed to establish the 
rule of law and to impose him- 
self polltically on a powerful par- 
liament He allowed organised 
crime to extend ita hold over the 
country and allowed the salaries 
of too many civil servants to go 
unpaid. 

The reason why ald jis going to 
Russia — an umpteenth plan, to 
the tune of 822 billion, was 
cobhled together with the 
Internatonal Monetary Fund on 
July 20 — is not purely eco- 
nomic. 

It is algo geen as a way of 
propping up Yeltein himself, 
President Clinton, who ia due to 
meet his Russlan counterpart ln 
Moscow next month, and the 
German chancellor, Helmut 


EDITORIAL 
HE Russian president, 
Roris Yeltsin, has made 


more than one U-turn in his 
political career, Ever since he 
came to powcr sever years Aag0, 
we have become accustomed i0 
Yeltsin's habit of chopping and 
changing. 

On August 14 he stated loud 
and clear that he would never 
devalue the rouble and that 
Russia would never suspend 
repayment of lts foreign debt, 
Three days later, the same 
Yeltsin announced a devaluation 
of the currency and a 90-day 


moratorium on the repayment of 


foreign loans, 

The possibility’ of a devalua- 
tion has to be denied right up to 
the last moment so A8 to prevent 
apeculators from cashing İn, But 
Yeltsin's latest change of course 
is more than a mere awitch of 
tactics, Carried out under pres- 
sure from powerful financial and 
induatrial lobbies — and algo, to 
a leaser extent, nudged by the 
apeculator George Soroa — the 
devaluation of the rouble, ac- 
companied hy yet anather cabi- 


people -— at the shareholders" meet 
ing in 1986. 1 
In 1982 a change in commercial 
law made it illegal for companies to 
remunerate sokalya. But the reform 
faîled to. eradicate them. Indeed, 
sgkalya activities became increag- 


` ingly criminal. 


‘The sokaiya began to play a dou- 
ble game. While ostensibly acting as 
guard dogs. for direçtars, they also 
became blackmailera who threatened 
corporate reputalons. In most cases 


, firms preferred to pay up and keep 


the sokalya quiet rather than de- 
nounıce their blackmael! to the police, 

. Racketeers thys became a mech- 
anjam that was part and parcel of 
corporate , llfe, ..The finance. and 


ı service sectors werg the firat to be 


e ed; then 0 turn of inı- 
ustrlal çompanlgs. The group of. 
sokaiya involved with .JAL. also 
worked for Toyqta and Nissan. . 

. The speculative, “bubble” of the 
late eighties not oily generated a 
huge. volume of bad debts; it also 
reinforced .the collusion between 
‘organised’ crime and apparenly |; 
respectable businessmen. ` 
. . < «f(Augusti9) 


JAL in blooming scandal 


eteers the airline had dealings with 
have connections with Sumiyoshi- 
kal, one of the two main crime syn- 
dicates in the Tokyo region. 

Sokaiya are a peculiarly japanese 
unofficial management tool that 
have existed since shares were first 
ilşted on the stock exchange at the 
turn of the century. They are men 
who hold a amall number of shares 
in many different companies, This 


' entitlea them to attend sharehold- 
erg’ meetings and, when hecegsary, 
protect board members from being. 
, Put on the spot by awkward ques 
` tlona from thé 
:laing the speaking time alotted to 


flqor by monopoal 


shareholders. 


` The Chiso company used the tad 


tlc, ii the 1970s to fend off share 
holders’ questiona , gbout. .the 
catastrophic pollution its, factory 
iad caused in Minamata Bay. ... . 

Another  sokcaiya, - whose. nane 
features on JALs list of VIP share 
holders, . managed to silence. the 


tş of one of the victims of the. 


1985 air crash — which killed. 540 


Philippe Pons In Tokyo 


OST Japanese have been only 
a little surprised to learn that 


Japan Airlines, the country’s leading |' 


carrier, has had links with organ- 
ised crime. JAl's presldent, Jsao 


. Kaneko, admitted as much onı 


August 17. The police have arrested 
three, professlonal racketeers, and 
suspéct that JAL made payments to 
them of 80 millon yen ($550,000) 


between 1990 and 1968 in order to |' 
. eridure 0 shareholders’ meetinge 
ı Werê NOt 


Iaruptèd. 

The şcandal confirm§ that large 
Japanese companles have. close ties 
with organised crime. In JALg de- 


, fente İt could be argued that the 


amgunt of Its payoffs to thé ratke- 
teera — which were disgulsed as pãy- 


ment fof thé hire of potted plants — 


wag modest conıpared witlı the biF 


lions of yen shelled out ini ihe past 
' by DarIchi Kangyo Bank and Japan's 
! leading securities firm, Nomyfa.  . 
„| However JALs case haş been 
aggravated by the fact that the rack- 


victory to be burned lie oH 


thelr influ: 


Congo rebels “plan to 
restore democracy’ 


The movement İs now led by a vir- 
tual unknown, Ernest Wamba dia 
Wamha. However, Ngoma still 
appears to be leading the political 
wing of the rebellion. 

“We didn’t want to use the Kabila 
method; we didn't want to rely on a 
warlord,” Ngoma says. “The term 
‘chief of the rebelllon’ didn't suit me, 
as it has too many unpleasant over- 
tones in thİs country. 

"Sa we farmed a praviaianal calle- 
gial leadership, rather than a gov- 
ernmental structure that would 
have excluded those Congolese 
democrats who have not yet been 
abfe lo join us. Everyone is welcome 
here ,.. We shall together draw up 
the rules for a transition from tlie 
Kabila dictatorship to democracy." 

Despite ita fragility, the rebellion 
seems İncreasingly less isolated. 
Ngouma says he feels “encouraged” 
by the fact that several African coun- 
tries lıave senl envoys to meel lim. 
“You have to be courageous lu SUL- 
part a rebellion. Yet people are 
doing precisely that, both in Africa 
ancl in Europe.” 

Asked about reports in the 
French press that he may have been 
in contact with the French presi- 
dency’ when preparing the uprising, 
Ngonia smiles and says: “A politi- 
cian needs contacts. France is a 
country that has understood the 
purpose of our action.” 


N AUGUST 12 the political 
O of the rebellion pub- 

lished a scathing indict 
ment of Kabila's record after 15 
months in power: “Corruption, 
nepotism, patronage, arbitrary rule, 
an economy ir ruins, a steady 
impoverishment of the population, 
the plundering of public funds, an 
inabilly on the part of the govern- 
ment to restore peace, security and 
unity, a manifest desire to split the 
national army, a massive return to 
repreasljve meaşutes, collective 
massacres, murders and political 
imprisonment, Incitement to vic 
lence, halted and manipulalon of 
ethnic feelings.” 

it is still too soon to tell whether 
the men of Goma will end up on the 
top of the heap İf Kinshasa falls. An- 
alyats point to the very close links 
between Karaha and the Kigali 
regime, while othera are convinced 
that Ngoma has been nominated 
*chief of the rebellion" by President 
Yowerl Museveni of Uganda. 

It will be interesting to see how re- 
lations between .Ngoma and Karaha 
devêlop, Karaha took part in Kabila's 
rebellion last year, and condoned the 
massacre of Hutu refugees that took 


. place during the course of İt, whilé 


Ngoma ` has . always denounced 


crimes committed at thaf fime by the 


. rebels and their Rwûndai| allles.. 


Ngoma digmisses te possibility 
of. Uganda and Rwyandd taking con- 
tro] of Congo, and ‘says that “the 
Congolese Will be absolutely frée to 


define how ‘they, nove. forward tq, 


dem , and vill tot allow 


by any other couhtry”. 


Thé key to the immediate future, 
hawevet, N politicians. 
f hğpi 


bit wlth p hapdlfil ‘of diilitary off 
ence throlighout the country. 
(Aguat 19) . 


Il. We want to show how different 


poy eke ‘surprised that 
ad not heen; included in it. 


Rémy Ourdan im Goma 


LL was qulet last week in 

Goma, the headquarters of 

the rebel forces in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. The 
region is controlled by Rwanda- 
supported Banyamulenge (Con- 
golese Tutsi) forces, who have been 
jlned by some members of the 
Congolese regular army, Since the 
teglaning of the uprising on August 
2. they have speedily seized three 
key cities in the tyo Kivu provinces 
— Goma, Bukavu and Uvira, 

The rebels' military commander, 
JearrPierre Ondekane, directs oper- 
alions Ironı the headquarters of the 
former Congolese Armed Forces 
(FAO), airlifing men and weapons 
at night to the various fronts, 

tt is in Goma that the rebel forces, 


| ahctermgeneous bunch despite their 


strong Rwandan Tutsi element, have 
| been striving to set up the political 
Î machinery that will enable Lhem to 
lake over from President Laurent- 
Uésiré Kabila if he loses {le wa. 

Politicians fron varlouıs back- 
grounds havc set up a Congolese 
Bly for Democracy (RDC) iı Goma. 
| hey include long-standing opposi- 
n figures such as Arthur Z'Ahidi 
goma, who was recently pro- 
,daimed “chief of the rebellion", and 
,frwhile comrades of Kabila, among 
“em his former foreign minister, 
bizima Karaha, as well as one or 
Wufûrmer supporters of the ousted 
fresident, Mobutu Sese Seko. 

The“presidential villa", a sumpiu- 
ûs residence on Lake Kivu that 
™s built by Mobutu and subse- 
quenlly used by Kabiln, has been 

scene of much debate between 
rebel leaders about the still uncer 
n future of their movement. 

"We want to give our movement a 
Fanlng,” Ngoma told Le Monde. 
‘herwige it would be iantamount 
military coup. Our aim, apart 

mı kicking Kabila out, is to 
* T€ demoac in Congo." 

Sina, who fled to Paris last May 

Spending six months in jail in 

£ Congolese capital, Kinshasa, 

Fina in Goma ori August 1, the 
before the firat rebel attack. 

a pacifist, he has come 

und to the idea of supporting the 

esent military operation, which is 

E backed Uganda and 

da, despite official denlals 

۹ pala and Kigali. 

TT a to build 
finocracy go.” Ngomag says. 
ا‎ Mobutu's 32-year dictatorship, 
jy try was cheated ofits liber 


FÊ are. Wé respect hı rights 
Qir soldiers ا ن‎ 


P Termaln 
RD 5 unstable. When the 
th inouncéd o August 10 that 
le Up an, executive commit- 


Moma 


~~ 
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baboons. They stared at the truck 
for a few seconds witlı their sad, 
then an old mak 
barked a command and the troop: 
scrambled through the broken 
walis of the huts,” 
Without overwriting, Lee ean ' 
convey the sprinting pace of 3 
brush fire, the horror of an el 


phant slaughter, the hairtrigger 1 


tenseness of a military checkpoinl 
it's not surprising, really, that his 
book has been optioned for the 
movies. He has already done much 
of the screenwriter's work, right ' 
down to the action sequences. | 


— 


AÃııd maybe sonıe compelling ead 
aclor can make up for the books 
major deficiency, which is its dis 
mayingly blancl Ahab figure. Mes 
sîanic charisma is a difficult qusliy | 
to convey in print (right up illere 
with charn), but David Mather just | 
doesn't have the visionary glean i! 
would take to leatl people into hell. 

Furget the Lost Tribes, then. | 
What inıpresses in Lee's book is the 
found Africa — the pufly while 
color of burning catile dung: a 
drooping sign on au abandoned 
hotel; Docks of birds hovering over 
a fire, feeding on Lhe insecls thal g0 
flushecl ou. These tire (he montents 
when yuu can almost believe Ben’ 
mani “You have tu lake the 
juurney, Take thé jourııey and yuu 
nig understand," 


doglike faces, 


LLUSTRATION: JLL FARLA SCHWARZ 


the accretions of Western civiliza- 
tian. It's fortunate, then, that Lee, a 
former journalist who covered 
Uganda's civil war, is able to ground 
his Africa in vivid, econonıically 
wrought pictures. 

“We passed a village that was 
overgrowu with sunflowers, and an- 
ather village that was the home of 
an enormous flock of green parrots 
that screeched and swirled through 
the air. One of the larger towns lad 
been conquered by a troop uf 


from their tongues, Our pil- 
grims, though, stay the course, "If [ 
quit at this point and walked away,” 
Ben explains, “İl would be accepting 
a lifetime of hesltationı.” 

Or yoır'd just be a sensible fella. 
But as anyone steeped in Conrad 
and Graham Greene knows, narra 
tars can't, mustn't turn back. In- 
deed, one sometimes wonders if 
Africa has any value to Anglo writ 
ers except as a forced metaphorical 
march — a way of stripping away 


18 Ube Vasbington Jost / BOOKS 


organization into sponsoring a4 
water-drilling expeditian into the 


remote Northern District. Mather 


has one overriding missiort: to make 
coniact with the MIaji, mysterious 
nomadic people who just might be 
the only living remnants of the Lost 
‘Tribes of Israel, 
Never mind that the Lost Tribes 

were last seen being hauled away by 
Assyrians in the Book of Kings, In 
Mather's eyes, they "come from an 
age when God walked on the earth 
and spoke to mankind. Worshiping 
with them and studying thelr scrip 
ture, we would share their vision, 
Like new apostles, we would re- 
turn to the world to teach and 
write and speak of what we haye 
seen.” 

Ben is sold. So is the rest of the 
biblically named crew, including 
Thomas, a doubting anthropologist, 
and his wife, Rachel, and pretty 
soon it's all aboard for the heart of 
darkness. Convoying in Tyo irucks 
and a Land Rover, tlıe pilgrims eı 
counter starving guerrillas, rebel 
lious government soldiers, and 
half-crazed French colonials. And 
the farther they go, the more they 
hear of Maji atrocities, which re- 
porterlly extend to separalng men 


Hellbound Safari 


Louis Bayard 


THE LOST TRIBE 
By Mark Lee 
St. Martin's. 278 pp. $22 


ARK LEE'S Iaut adventure, 
The Lost Tribe, has one of 
the year's peachier open- 
mg Hanes: "On the morning of nıy ex- 
ecution, I woke up lale and found ã 
maraboıe stork tapping on the win 
dow of my Lıotel roonı.” All riglık, 
One Hundred Years Of Solitude 
stinfted with an execution, too, but 
give Lee credit: One sentence, and 
he's lwaterl us in existential apacé. 
Thut ol' marabou stork is not toting 
welcome trinkets, and the narrator, 
tt burned-out AJnerican journalist 
named Benjaınin Chase, has a 
shadow of death trailiag hlm like 4 
hangaver. 

Stranded in war-ravaged central 
Africa, Ben spends lıis days drink- 
ing and listening to gunfire Îr'onı the 
bed of his blackedout hotel roonı. 
"Like ınany expatriates iı Africa,” 
he says, “T had lost faith İn every- 
thing but the hope that something 
would happen lf I remained." 

Enter David Mather. o former 
missionary who has guilled a relief 


Young and Restless 


Nut ınerely thal, bul Crane dun 
ducted am aniatory lif that aroused 
intense scrutiny in his uwn lime and 
continues lo invite it in ours. 
tensely, incurably ronuanlk, he 
forined numerous romanlic atlavl™ 
ments, the uqasl celebrated, or nol 
rious, of which was wilh Cord 
Taylor, a prostilute who became H5 
cummon-law wife and accompanied 
him to England; there, in the 
years of his life, he and she parr 
pated iıı literary and social affalts 
with the likes of Joseph Conrad and 
Henry James, relationships lê 
added still further to the glow 
legend and romance with which, II 
scents, Crane will forever be su 
rounded. 


Linda Davis cuits through hê . 
legend arıd ronıance witl) what ãP ' 


pears to be a sharp, clean sea 


Without denying Crane any of hi 
glanıour or drama, she gives & co | 
of a man whû, | 


vincing portrait 
raised in a word-haunted, perî 


vidly religious household, made م‎ | 


and faith — or the absence 
faltlt — the touchstones of DiS ril 
ing life. She describes with d 
tall the sordid city streets to ¥ 1 
the youthful Crane was drawn a 
out of which emerged his first 
terpiece, Maggle: A Girl Of ' 2 
Streets. She gives as well a e 
ing account of how The Red B 


Of Courage came into being, bor" 


dur 


(er Kinshasa, no one will be 
significant and lasting one. j del ~. we want to bring people 
followed and expanded upon ™ , | | | her, rebuild Congolese national 
ample of his friends a 7 j democratise public life,” 
Hamlin Garland and Willan , o TA says he has already been 
Howells, bringing American | | act with “all the democratic 
out of Victorian gentility aN û malt |: yj the country, including those 
ripe prose, paring it down 5 i i ei been stuck in Kinshasa or 
ing it far more “Amerlcar example lif | e abroad”, with a view to prepar- 
had been. In time his O e mer (if i Period of transition that 
became far greater e eolegeS | Bı, OW fhe ousting'of Kabila. 
tors’ had been, and he had Pf f ani the rebellion’s political lead- 


o numerous to count; 
E not his influence, .thet 
commands our attention. 
Davis kias done. it, and 
loolks to be ful} juste: , _ı 


Jonathan Yardley 


BADGE OF COURAGE 

The Life of Stephan Crane 

By Linda H, Davis 

Houghton Mifflin. 414 pp. $35 


TEPHEN CRANE died on June 

5, 1900, at the age of 28, hiş 
career a§ a published writer having 
lasted only four years. Yet in ihat 
brief time he produced, accorcling 
to his most recent — and best — 
biographer, "five novela, two vol- 
umes of poetry, three big story col- 
lections, two books af war stories, 
and countless works of short fiction 
and reporing.” He also producetl 
one of the enduring legends of 
American literature, “long . . . 
slırouded in myth and rumor, in {lıe 
fantastic tales that began to fornı 
around hinı when he becaıme world- 
famous at the age of 25." 

The Crane legend has been fed 
aver the years by his biographers, 
the first and most influential of 
whom, the gifted journalist Thomas 
Beer, wrote almost as much fiction 
about Crane as Crane had written 
about his own invented characters. 
Ãs Linda Davis notes, Beer “appar- 
ently fabricated letters of Crane's 
and even invented stories and 
romances —~ including one with A 
woman named Helen Trent — 
which were for years picked up as 
fact by subsequent scholars, writers 
and biographers.” The result has 
been a life's story so lost in fantasy 
ae to bear no real relatlonship — 
except, perhaps, mefaphorlc ~— to 


. the actual Stephen Crane. 


Not merely did he write what re: 
mains, a century after its publica 
tion, the greatest of American war 
novele, The Red Badge Of Courage, 
but he was our first great war corte- 
spondent, Utterly untrained in mili 
tary skills or discipline, slight of 
build and unprepossessing of man- 
ner, he nonetheless took his note- 
books into battle with a, disregard 
for his own safety that made him, 
“depending upon the observer . . . 
either the bravest man one had ever 
seen under flre or the miost reck- 
lesa,” . 


Serving Up Kosher Food for Thought 


Potok has made the latter plot his 
stock in trade, oflering up a world of 
study, commandment and obser- 
vance thal his more sersitive char- 
acters melodramatically reject. Here 
Goodman strikes ne as both wiser" 
and maré truthful. When the old 
Kirshner rebbe feels his life slipping 
away, he must choose which of his 
two sons will replace hin: One is 
uncompromisingly pious, the other 
more brilliant but also more worldly. 
At first glance, the scenario sounds 
for all the world like a recycling of 
Potok's The Chosen, but in the final 
analysis it is dot, For what Goodman 
means to explore is the emolions 
that churn beneath the surface and 
that give her characlera fully 
rounded dimensions. Rav Kirshner, 
for example, is “no nıystic, He is a 
ratlonalist, interested in law, not 
myth," and his leadership consists 
in a deep-seated belief that his disci 
ples’ way is already “laid out for 
thent; they must seek guidance by 
learning halachah Jewish law].” 
Still, he agonizes, as does Elizabeth 
and, indeed, most of the other fami- 
lles Goodman assenıbles each sıuun- 
mer at Kaaterskill Falls. What is not 
in doubt, however, is the ultra- 
Orthodoxy that defines them simul- 
taneously as a community and as 
individual selves, 

Sometimes, Goodman's descrip- 
tions are packed with gentle 
ironies, as when one character's 
parents are described this way: “An- 
diras’s parents taught him that if you 
are going to be religious, you have 
to do it all, observing every holiday 
and law. They believed that when It 
comes to God, you can't do things 
by halves — which was why they 
did nothing.” 

A final polnt: Jewiah-ÃAmerilcan lİt- 
erature is filled with scenes, usually 
comic, that take place around the 
{amily dinner table or at a local deli- 
çatessen; but none can match what 
Goodman gives us in the texture 


- and smell of kosher cooking. Few 


putatively “Jewish novels” manage 
the tricky buainess of giving equal 
welgbt to substance and style. 
Kaaterskilll Falls does — and does 


so brilliantly... 


but, equally impressive, she creates 
a world that gives the natural 
woıider of Kaaterskill Falls its full 
due. Occasioııs to alimijre the shape 
and ring of her sentences abound. 
But what will strike most readers 
ts the way Goodman's novel males 
the ultra-Orthodox look simultan- 
cously exotic and familiar. With the 
pnssible exceptions of Chaim Potok 
and Nessa Rapoport, I cannot think 
of a single Jewish-American novelist 
who sets scene after scene in a synia- 
gogue or who can describe the 
religious sensibilities of the ullra- 
Qrthodox in such concrete, uon- 
treacly detail, Here, for example, is 
Goodman's initial description of 
Elizabeth Schulman, a character 
who will ultinıately loom very large 
in daily life as Kirshner’ Hasidlim live 
itr “Tor her religion is a habit, ritual 
so commonplace, that she takes it 


Goodman makes 
the ultra-Orthodox 
look simultaneously 
exotic and famlilar 


for granted. She worships God 
three times a day in her roonı, and 
while she would never say she felt a 
familiarity with her Creator, the 
prayers are familiar, and she's used 
ta approaching him. The sacred 
isn't mysterious to her, and go she 
ronianticizes the secular." 

It is hardly, surprising that Eliza 
beth later fixes on a project to open 
a small general store that will pro- 
vide kosher food for sunmer resi- 
dents, for she ji8 a restless spirit. 
However, where Goodman's ac- 
count differs from previous fiction is 
that Elizabeth remains part of the 
Kirshner community even after the 


olcl rebbe dies and his stickier son’ 


yanks her license. For Goodman, 4 
character living within limitations 
— and disappolntment —+ is at least 
a8 interesting a flctlonal possibility 
as a protagonist who leaves a strict 
religious . tadition for the secular 
attractions of a wider world. 


Sanford Pinsker 


KAATERSKILL FALLS 
By Allegra Goodman 
Dial. 324 pp. $23.95 


ELIGIOUSLY abservant Jews 
played a role (of sorts) in 
Jewish-American fiction long before 
a precocious 21-year-old writer 
nametl Allegra Gooûman made her 
literary debut with an astonishing 
collection of atoriea entitled Sudden 
immersion {1989}. Her next book, 
The Family Markowitz {1993}, not 
only cobbled earlier storles about 
the eccentric, vividly etched 
Markowitzes with newer ones, but, 
more importanl, it gave their saga 
the lock and feel of a novel, Critics 
sûon ran out of superlalives when it 
came to describing CGooclman's 
crafted paragraphs, keen sease of 
observation, and gently satiric 
humor. For her, observant Jews 
were not automatically relegated to 
the sidelines or turned into conde- 
scending Jokes as in the bulk of 
Jewish-American fiction from Abra- 
ham Cahaa's The Rise Of David 
Levinsky (1918) onward; rather, she 
braught to Orthadax Jewish fe 
both an insider's sensibility and a 
writerly understanding of how to 
construct literary characters. 
Kaaterskil] Falls not only contin- 
ues this beat but also expands lt by 
recreating the worll of upstate 
New York bungalow colonles dur- 
ing the mid-1970s. For those who 
associate the Catskills with Borsçht 
Belt cuft-ups and secular, increas 
ingly assimilated Jews, Goodman's 
tale of the clash between Yankee 
year-rounders and ultra-Orthodox 
summer people (most of them (lisci- 
ples of Rav Elijah Kirshner) plunges 
readers into a world where fesh- 
andbiood Jewish characters can 
have deeply held religious convic- 
tions as well as vulnerable human 
dimensions, 
The result is a navel that, however 


. |. qulet, However subtly understated, 


is filed with ambition. Not only does 
Goodman include a wide array of 
; | haractera Gewlsh and non.Jewish) 
| [and thêly: respective  motlvatlons; 
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Senlor Policy Adviser/ 
Team Leader 


TRADE, [INVESTMENT & LIVELIHOODS TEAM 
Starting salary £24,594 pa Based in Oxford 


analysts. 
internitiomail social amd economic 
development issues and of internitional 
1 tracle and Finance iııstirutions is essential, inn 
policy decisions? ackliridn tn commuticntions anl 
As a Senior Policy Adviser with vision, you influencing skills and proven ability in 
will lead a small team which has iıı XeMMer analysis. 

excellent reputation for effective policy 
work on snclıl and econumic issues. Youur 
strengths will be analytical ancl ndvocac 
skills, people management :uıd research 
cardinatton, in i t4 mlvance policy 
work un issues of trade, investnerıl ard 
isttutional reform. 


Yuu will lead in dleveluoping strategic 
thinking on livelihoncls issues, ensurin 
linkages between Oxfam's micro leve 
programme experience and macıv level 


An extensive knowledge of 


Do you feel angry that the rules of 
intemational mk and investment ire 
stacked against the pourest people and 
countries? Do yuu want to influence future 


Fn further details and in appliaritm Kunin, 

0 sel a kerge SAE to International Hunuın 
courts, Oxfanı, 274 Banbury Ruud, Oxfonrrl 

OXZ 7Z, ereh tie kb tille aucl reference 

umber OSSPATILTHM/GW. 

Closing date: 24 September 1KM. 

futerviey late: 7 Cociobher HON, 

Foumwlnl in HHZ, aul works wi ir rex ı 

8 ای د اک ا ا pene‏ ا ê‏ 


3 nırinlgr 41 nı bueruutinıul Fur fiirther pifaruiapin 
lp: aurora nrg. uk 


Working for a Fairer World 


Oxlaımn UD is striving lo he an eqıal ıppertuniry empluyer 


INTERNATHONAL CENTRE FOR 


NTE 
@ PROTECTED LANDSCAPES IUCN 
The successful rnanaqemanl of rational parks and protected areas ıs becoming an 
Increasingly complez lash requlrıng a wldg range ûf hnowigdğe and new skis. FiŞINng Tha Worl Caruervatkn Unloa 
to 1hIs challgrige, the Intemational Cantra tor Pratacled Landscapes ard Iha 
University ol Walsê offar an 
M8c In PROTECTED LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT 
Integrating Conservation and Development Programmas 
By Distance Learning 
This highly vocational pıogramne Is almed in particular at professtonals wûrking in, or othgrwlaa lnterssied in protecled BfeB 
managşment. ICPL currenlly haş Over t00 s1udents In 35 countries atraurt tha work. 
Tha programme Is Intemational ln ıts approach, drawing Neaviiy on racent Idaas and axperlencas from gıound tha warki. It 
covers B6us§ Buch aS: prolecled area syatems anki iha protected landgcapa approach; lhe policy conlax1: management 
e ep: stewardship and collaborative management; communicalkon anû confikt rasolutort Bnd 
ron urlam. 


For further datails, brochure And appllcatlon Harms pleases contact: 
Tha IrternaUorial Cerıtra for Protected Landscapes 
Universlty of Walas, Unit 8E Science Park, Absryatwyth SY23 AH, Wales, UK 


Leiden University 
Faculty of Law 
International Law Programmes 


Leiden ls an historic city and a genuine university town situated ncar The A 
Hague, the Durch political and admlnlstrative centre and tlıe legal capltal of the 
world {Internatlonal Court of Justice, InternaHonal Criminal Tribupal for the 
Former ا‎ Iran-US Clalms Tribunal). For more than four centurles Lelden . 
Unlversity has been a respected, iiernatlonally oriented University of the highest standing 


Leiden Law Courses (LLC): 


More than fifty undergraduate courses in Public International Taw, Burapean Comnuunity Law, and 
Cormnparallve Law, ا‎ : 


Master of Laws: 
LL.M. in Criminology 


Core courses Include: Dutch Criminal Law and Procedure, Crîminologlcal Theories, Penola gy, 
Yialmology, Methads and Techniques in Criminolagical Research, The WODC, (Sclenifiç Research 
Institute of the Ministry of Justice), Halt-Bureau, Probation Service, Child Welfare Organisatlons, and 
Vlcim Support Organisations. . ا‎ 


LL.M. in European Community Law [ : | 

Core courses are: Basic Course in Community Law. hx Law, Intellectual Law, Cornnıerdlal Law, 
Ruropean Integration and Prlyate mternatlonal Lavy, External Relaious of the EC, Competition Law, and 
Buropean Human Rlghis Law 


LL.M ix International Business Law ا‎ 

The course includes all key features of international business trangacllans, Including Internatlonal 
Busines law I and I, Interhatlonal Banking and Finance, Inıernatlonal Ecanorulcs, International Tix 
Law, Law of the World Trade Organisation, Comparative Competlion (Anti-Trust) Law, and legal clinics 
on such loplcs as Project Finance and Banking Issues, Company and Group Relationships, Islamic 
Banking, Iuterratlonal Conımercial Arbitratlon ln Indoresla, Pelvatlsatan In Russia and Kazakstan, and 
Internationa] Mergers and Acqulsitions. E : 


LL.M. in Public International Laver | EES 

Core courses are: Public Internatlonal Law, International Economics, Internatlonal Institutional Law, 
Internatlonal Litigation, Sustainable Devcloprnent,Internatlonal Protection of Human Rights, 
International Humanitarian Law, Self-Determinalon and State Crearton, Accountability of mternatlonal 
Organisatlons, and UN Peacekeeping, : 


SKE : : 

The Ph.D Programme: 2 OIE 

A three to four year research progrannıe under the supervision of a sentor fcuhky member. 

For'further information please contact: . 2 ا‎ . 
"Office of International Law Programmes Ficulty of Law Leiden University PO. Box 9521, 2300 RA ` 
Leiden, The Netherlands" Telephone: 31 (0)7 1-527-7609/767 1 Telefax: 31 (0)7 1527-7731 
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‘ıe higluy finished appearance of 
these paintings is an illusion. Vertical] 
ancl horizontal lines are rarely verti 
cal or horizontal: they vibrate, Above 
all, as his sketches show, Albers 
tirelessly sought the right colour 


combination. He would paint an ap- 
proximately square blob on a piece 
of cardboard and draw lines round 


Marle Stopes International has been working In Slarra Leone since 1888 and `: j 
| currently opsrates 4 clinics, 2 obstetrics hospitals and community health Kk 
Î actvitlas here. We are looking for a dynamlo Country Diraotor to manage an ` 
Î ambitlous programe over ihe next two years. 


E : 
n E E 


Your regponsibiltles wil Include strategic planning, project Implementation, 
Hsison & representation; aa well as providing direction, management and 
suppart io a committed and capable senlor managemen! team. 


Educated to degree laval with a minimum of seven years Benior Management 
experience, you will be Innovative, enthuslaalic with atrong tlnanalal, ' . 
marketing and general management skills. Knowledge of reproductive ° 
healihcare is not essentiai but axperlence of Inlermatilonal work Is vital, l?, 


it. He would try out a colour, then 
paint over il. He would lıazard juxta- 
positions until the whole tlıing gelled. 

His “method” consisted basically 
of optical empiricism. What was his 
aim in all that? Certainly nat to 
exhaust the spectrunı or systenr 
atically combine complemenlary 
colours, but lo achieve the kiud of 


j lnretum wea can offer you a competitive salary package and the opportunity '." 
ko apply your energy and skılls lo achieve a &oclal goal, # 


Î you belleve that you would thrive on this challenge and have the akla and : 1 e 
Î oxperience wa need then we would llke lo hear from you. 1 


chromatic equilibrium [hat salisfics 2 
one's percepfiûn. Enso: 

Albers was an idealist tempted by TEACH ENGLISH ل‎ £::::: WORLDWIDE 
mysticism. He wanted {0 creale per: NE 2° 
fect harmony in a perfecl forum. In e> asa tans 
each painting be slruve lor a visual pectus Irom UK represeniattve 
paradise, for sheer beauly. He was TEFL COURSES gic EES office (GW), POBox 40U, 


. : Peterborough PEZ 6GD UK. 
less intereslcel in logical proof than ı Tel/FA. +44 (Û) 1733 239923 
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Tinfty Collage Certificate (4-week full-time) for those with 
no experlence of teaching English, Tinlty College Diploma 
(distance-learnlng) for experienced teachers. 


Also, courses of English for foreign studants. 
UNIVERSITY OF GLAMORGAN PRIFYSGOL MORĞGANNWG 


MSc IN ENVIRONMENTAL 


CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT 
tow sccredited to the Instltutisn of Environnıwninl Sciences, thls full/part- 
Ime scheme is offered ro gruduales from H varlety of sciertifle backgrounds. 


in pure pleasure. 
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He acbicvecl thil goal lale in Hile, , 
when he embarked on fis Homage | Advertisements 
Il I8 a ûandiltion 2l acceptance al 
advartlgarnent orders thal Ihe 
proprletora of Tha Guardlan Weakly 
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parllgular advartisemahl on a 
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not a2CepI llabilily for any IOE6 or 
damage caused by an arror or 
inaccuracy In the prlriihg Or norı- 
appesrangçe of any advèrıısamenl 
They also raserve tha nght [o classify 
correcilly any advertlament, edil or 


‘To The Square series, Before thal. 
he hal been a country sthuok 
master. Pe taugbt himsvlf how la , 
draw. Then he wenl to art schools in 
Berlin, Essen and Munich. He be , 
came inlêreslal in glass, parlicr ' 
larly stained gliss — pure cilo 
through which light is bramud. 

Iu HAN, at the age of, an adver 
tising leaflet prurupled lim to juln 
ihe Bauhuus. Fle slucliecl and lalwr 
tauglt at Lhe Bauhaus uutil MX 


Fort morte dekuls, phane 
UK ++43 171 73 9, Fox 2847 1623, 
c-Mûll oxhcfreasynet.c ok 
OXFORD HOUSE COLLEGE, 
LONDON, 3, OXFOND STREET Wi 1AF 


delete any otyjectlonabie wording o 


8 د‎ lrerested? Contact: 5e reject any Bûvertisemenl. 

when lhe arrival of the MIS : ا‎ 

oujekly fore him into exile in UW r Bob Baker, Schoo] of Applied Sciences ر ل‎ Allhaugh every advertlsemant i 
ICRI Oi ٠ luversily of Glamorgan, Pontypridd, CF37 IDL. a carefully checkad, occaslonally 
Unilecl Slates. phone: (01443) 48245 1 Fux (01443) 482285 a mistakaa do Occur. We lheretora ask 


Wuile al the Bauhaus Albers 
workerl un gliıss and in photogroph}: 
He familiarisecl himself with abstr | 
{ion and geomelry, But Jıis work did | 
not yet have any great ofiginality. U « 
pales in comparison with that of (hk! 
low Bauhaus artists such as Kandi 
aky, Paul Klee, Walter Gropils and 
Ludwig Mics van der Role. 

In 1933 Albers landed a job a 
Black Mountain College in North 
Carolina. In 1949 lıe moved to Yêle. 
He became i prolific lecturer, Hê 
could easily have lapsed into didaclF 
cisun, and endlessly rehashed the 
principles he had established. HF 
steal, at the age of 62 he eased oP€R 
a door that gave on to a paradise 
colour — and never looked back 
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sĞveriSers I3 a5sslyl ug by checkıng 
lhelr advgartıaemens carefully an? 
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arrûr ûcEur. Wea regrsl thal wa 
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ANTI-SLAVERY INTERNATIONAL 
Ghild Labour Programme Officer 
To play a key role In ASI'S work on child Bbour 
£18,800, 8 month contraol fintlally} 
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For further Infamallon ard jb desenplûn çontazt 
Anti-Slavery Internatlonal, 
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Fax: +444 -171 738 4110; e-mall:antlslavary@gn.ape,ofg 
Appicants muşt hava right lo work in LK. or E. 
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sentation. . 1 a 
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` La Danse des Kachinas, eet 


Philippe Dagen 


NE can be pretty certain of 
finding onê or two paint- 

ings by Josef Albers (1§588- 
1976) in almost all the world’s great 
collections of 20th century art, as 
well as in dictionaries and histories 
of painting. They are always pic- 
tures from his series called Homage 
To The Square, on wlıich he worked 
from 1950 until his deatlı. 

His composiliûons, then, are famil- 
lar to ınost people, They are usually 
square-shaped canvases in which 
three or four squares, each of a (lif 
ferent colour, interlock. They are 
easy to identify aıxl recognise for 
what they are — examples of geo- 
metric aqbsiraction par excellence, a 
trlunıplhı of nıetlod ancl calculation. 

At the show now on at the 
Chèteau de Plieux, in Gascony, 
there are {hree series from the 
Homage To The Square, the first 
clominated by reds, thé second by 
greys and tlıe third by yellows. 

The works are shown on their own 
merits, not as landmarks, or arche- 
types, or" even sacrerl icons of a gen- 
eral artistic evolution. And that 
unıakes a change from what one las 
come to expect of exhibition organ- 
isers. The paintings are nccompnniecl 
by preparatory sketches, clrawings 
from Albers’ youth, and photographs. 

For ihe first time in France we 
have been given suumelhiug Af 
proaching an Albers retrospective — 
his first, cven though he died 233 
years ago. People are now preparcd 
to accept 1ihat he was sontething 
more than the mere inventor of {he 
finest geontetrlcal logo of the celir 
tury, That marks a step forward. 

As a result, a number of assunıp- 
tions about Albers need to be re- 
vised, sucdlı as the notion tlrat his art 
resides in the application ûf a system. 

It could be argued that his point 
of departure — interlocking squares 
— never varies. Bult everything 
dlepends on their respective sizes, 
on how they are positioned, on the 
colours they are given. Slight differ- 
ences emerge, which can be ex- 
plained by deceptively minor details. 
Depending on how central a position 
is accupied by the smallest squate 
——-the only one to be shown in its en- 
tirety — the overall composition will 
seem to be either static or buoyant. 

Depending on the colour relation- 
ships, the eye seems to see a pro- 
tıberance or a recess, a vanishing 
perspective or the illusion of a 
bulge. The colours have a strong 
iniluence on each other. 


which is speckled with darker hues. 
Although it is now inevitably 
tinged with commercialism, the art of 
kachina dolls lives on. And it will 
continue to do so just as long as the 
nıythology on which the Hopis’ social 
and moral order is based survives, 
When he was in Arizona during 
the second world war, Breton was 
looking for "a hieroglyphic Inter- 
pretation of the world, based on the 


analogy between human passions 


and the products of the three king- 
domıs of the natural world", 

He had seen that Interpretation in 
action in the Hopi culture. Lévi 


Strauss said of the Hoples: “Every- 


thing is linked together: a social 
disorder or a domestic incident calls 


into question the system of the uni 


verse, whose levels are connected 
by a host of correspondences,” 


In Paris after the war Breton told. 


Jean Duché: “The only chance the 
20th century European artist has of 
being able to counter the shrivelling 
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Dom Mexico way ... Orson Welles and Marlene Dietrich in Touch Of Evil 
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Weaving his way through fact and fiction 


witch doctors, who wanted to put 
a curse on A critlc who had 
panned the play. Welles told 
theın to go ahead; the next day, 
he says, the critic was dead. 

To judge from the other big 
piece in the doasier, an interview 
with Dominique Antoine, who 
between 1971 and 1976 pro- 
duced F For Fake and The Other 
Side Of The Wind, Welles was 
himself the victim of several 
curses. The interview with her 
makes depressing reading, be- 
cause it puts paid to any hopes 
one had of ever being able to see 
Welles's ıınfinished fihma — Don 
Qutxote and The Deep, Even The 
Other Side Of The Wind, which 
la İn a virtually complete state, 
has become embroiled in a legal 
battle and a clash of egos. This 
means İt may never be released, 

Antoine offers us one of the 
finest portraits ever painted of 
Welles. She explains why he has 
become such an inexhaustible 
subject of speculation and ex- 
egesis: “Even he did not know 
himself, or no longer knew hima- 
self. Al the end of his life he could 
sincerely apply Arkadin's lie [in 
Confdentlal Report] to himself: 
‘I do not know who I am',” 

(Auguat 7) 


ber of the Hopi community dons a 
spirits clothes, he is invested with 
its powers, He acts as an Intermed 
ary through whom humans can 
address prayers to the gods. 

The making of a kachina doll is an 
extremely codified art. Yet there are 
conslderabie differences of treamtent 
between, say, the resolutely natural- 
istic “long-haired kachina”, and the 
simplified forms of the “hunch- 
backed flute-player”, with its phallic 
synıbollsm and erotic overtones. 

Certain styles predominate at var- 
ious periods, The oldest pieces date 
fronı the 19th century. They consist 
of roughrhewn Hittle planks covered 
with painted geometrical signs, 
where limbs are simply suggested 
by brush strokes. But the cult prob- 
ably goes back much further. 

The *“owl kachina”, from the Horst 
Antes collection, with its carefully 
arranged geometry of bright colours, 
was svulpted in about 1910, as was its 
sişter piece in the Lacan collection, 


it to Welles"s fins, including 
tho8e nat bagged on Shiuıkespeare 
~—— a3 in the fnscinating part of the 
interview devoted to Touch Of 
Evil, where the policeman played 
by Charlton Heston is referred to 
as a apeciınen of ıe “new ınan, 

a teclınocrat of the law and no 
rabble-rouser’. 

Other interesting ideas thrown 
up by the interview include the 
portrayal of Macbeth as a veak 
and stupid Christian with no 
battle skills, who is manipulated 
by his wife and the forces of evil, 
the depicton of Heury V aa a 
great Ninchinvellian prince who 
plans from the very start to 
hetray Falstaff, and the notion 
that Othello la quite sinıply 
lago’s murderous double. 

It is often hard to separate fact 
ftom fiction in what Welles says. 
Marlenstras strives, with some 
difficulty, to chart the inaccura- 
cies and untruths trotted out by 
Welles, who, for example, praises 
a producton of The Tempest by 
Max Reinhardt of which there is 
not the slightest trace. 

One is not sure, either, whether 
to believe Welles’s account of his 
1938 production of Macbeth in 
Harlem with black actors. The 
cast Included several African 


Samuel Blumenfeld 


Positif July/August 1338 
Editions Jean-Michel Placa, 
162pp 60 irancs 


N HIS introduction to Andrê 

Bazin's look on Orson Welles, 
François Truffaut wrote that the 
director of Clizen Kant was 
someone whose personality 
appeared in a constantly shifting 
light as new biographies and 
studies of his worl appeared. 
This ia amply confirmed by the 
apecial dossier on Welles in the 
lateat issue of the film magazine 
Positif 

Itcantains a long and en- 
thralling interview Welles gave to 
Richard Nlarienatras in 1974 on 
the subject of Shakespeare. lt 
was not the first intervlew that 
Welles had given on the subject 
— he already had under his belt 
guch mavles as hfacbetlhı, Othello, 
Chimes At Midnight (centred on 
Falstaff} and The Merchant Of 
Venice (a fîlm made for television 
that has vanished without trace). 

But the interview js trans- 
formed into a veritable dialogue 
by Martienstras's knowledge of 
Elizabethan theatre, the highly 
intelligent way in which he applies 


Dance of the dolls 


Jorge Camacho — or to leading 
intellectuals such as Claude Lêévl- 
Strauss, who solcl some of his dolls 
to the psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan. 

Despite constant battles with 
their Navajo neighbours, the Span- 
ish and then the Americans, the 
Hopi Indians managed ta preserve a 
uertain degree of Indepenclence 
until fhe middle of the 19th century. 

"This explains the exceptional 
state of preservation of their social 
customs and religious life," Lévi- 
Strauss wrote. "Even tiofay, consid- 
erable parts of their ritual are a 
jealously guarcledl secret . . impene- 
trable to ethnologlsts,” 

The rich and complicated Hopl 
pantheon consists of 300-400 kachi 
nas, who are personified by masked 
and costumed dancers ini each vi 
lage from the end of December to 
the end of July. The moment a mem- 


N 1936 the founder of the Surre- 

alist movement, André Breton, 
organised an exhibition of Surreal- 
ist objects in Paris. A kachina doll 
featured on the exhibition poster. A 
contemporary photograph by Man 
Ray shows how Important a place in 
the show was given to these fig- 
urines, which were much sought 
after hy almost all members of the 
Surrealist movenıent. 

The same kachima dolls, which 
represent the mythical ancestors of 
Hopi Pueblo Indians in Arizona and 
Ney Mexico, are tke subject of an 
exhibition, La Danse des Kachinas, 
at tlıe Pavillon des Halles in Paris. 

Most of the dolls on show 
belonged to writers aud artists in 
the Surreallat orbit — Max Ernst, 
Marcel Duchatıp, Roberto Matta, 
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ings, to feel they have an effect on 
the world, that they are engaged 
and powerful on the public stage, 
But at century’s end, the crushing 
force of global corsumerism has 
turned the public stage into a dis- 
play counter. And under that glass, 
girls take their shirfs off because 
they sense, rightly, that this is the 
anly Hkely way to exercise “power” 
in such ar age. İn this new market 
economy, the object of the gaze 
becomes, if not free, then at least, 
for her 30 seconds of fame, rich and 
celebrated. 


OUNE woınen only neecl 

look to Time magazine for 

confirmation of this mofleritı 
reality. The magazine olifered up 
Ally McBeal's legs for readers' 
delectation . . . while at the same 
time cancelling the contract of iheir 
one feminist columnisi, Barbara 
Ehrenreich, whose pleces probing 
deeply inlo wmiulers of sacial injus- 
tice anıl econonic inequality provecl 
too . .. well, feminist, for’ the ımaga- 
ziîne'gs censorlolıs tastes. 

The vanquisliing of Barbara 
Ehrenreich is ths real hypocrisy. 
And also an example of the real re- 
pression ~~ the kind {hit sll ar 
tual "dangers" (ar Women's 
progress, the kind that ciruld indeel 
“terrurise sole women", WANIN 
who will never gel to» gyrate under 
tlie display glass. 

Tis the medin aul popuuliurt 
urveyors stamped the label of sex- 
hobic om feminisis, then Cun 
demnerl (hem far nût living up to 
Ihe stigma. Now lhey unroll tle now 
re] carpet of consumerisın arıd In- 
vile veng women In prance (fluwn 
its lengllı in (heir undlerwear . . . then 
vnnlenm then for accepting thie invi- 
lain. Which jusl speaks to Ihr truth 
sÛ femimisnv's oldest and cleépest 
wuessage — until you sup (ulifully 
IloHowing cultural arders and Icarn 
to think for yourself, you'll never be 
nothing but somebody's girl. 


Susan Faludl is the author of 
Backlash: Tha Undeclared VYar 
Against Women 


tonin levela artficlally high and this can 
have damaging results,” saya Hobson. He 
describes an alarming and increasingly 
comman conditon, known aa REM sleep 
clisorxler, found in certain palents on 


that the executive part.of the brain -‏ ا 
Î iڱ turned off during REM sleep with La.‏ 
|..Bergé's claims’ thatyou can be conacious -‏ : 
and keep dreaming. ep . st pretty‏ 


Damned if you don’t, damned if you do 


leashed on an unsuspecting female 
public. Three days later, former 
New York Times executiveeditor- 
cumzeolumnist Abe Rosenthal 
foamed hysterically (în both senses 
of the word} against Steinem in his 
column, “We are talking about acts 
that could terrorise some women, 
and lead them to horrified flight, 
even to their death,” he thundered. 
His evidence: six decades ago, he 
wrote, his sister Bess lad run home 
after encountering a flasher and had 
died fram pneumonia shortly there- 
after. 

When Î wroale in a small ilenı in 
the Nalion that a more likely sus 
peci in Bess's death was poverly — 
Abe's sister comravtcd pneumonia 
after endless gernvfilled subway 
commutes lo andl from her cruddy, 
low-paid secretarial job — 1 
promptly becanıc tle next feminist 
“hypocrite" to be upbraiclecl by the 
niedia. Time nıagazine, aınong oth- 
ers, promptly singled out this small 
piece as proof of nıy having aban- 
(cloned feminist recliudê in ihe 
djuesl 10 "make excutses for the pres- 
ident”. 

As it happened. the winle Tinie 
pirce was an cfiort to bhesmirch feın- 
inismı un lhe sex quesiinn. The cover 
»lory, entilled hopefully "I$ Fenyi- 
nism Dcend?", Hustritel its thesis 
witlı a sel uf pictures (hat tracecl thr 
suppuserl decline of feminism Irom 
the buvaud-barnnet suffragist {0 tle 
s#lfabsaorbedl ancl sex-fantasising TY 
chracler Ally McBeal. “Win ls 
Jays of flat shaes nud [ery prolest 
behind it,” Time inioned, “feminisın 
is dearly more alraclive iu lir 
now." This, lowever, was a bad dê 
velopment, according to Time, inrdi- 
caling leminisın's detour ito a 
fitzuûid realm of Spice Girls rotatink 
their belly buttons, Bust magazine 
gals confeasing their vibrator thrills, 
and writer Elizabeth Wurtze!l shed- 
ding her shirt for the caver of her 
bwok, Bitch. 

Woınen want, as do all lunıan be- 


McNaughton first recorded those 100 
neurones while the rata were in REM 
sleep, but found no trace of the patterns. 
“That was kinda aurprlaing, but when ve 
started recording duriıug the rest of the 
night, we had an even bigger surprige.” 


of various brain chemicals between sleep-: 

Î ing and waking. One of the slgnš of sleep 
i.that the level of the neurotransmitter ' 
‘serotonin drops almost to zero. “The trou- 

ble ia that drugs like Prozac keep sero. . 


Never mind that the wonıen's move- 
menf’s concerns have always been 
with the use of sexual harassment 
to drive women out of the work- 
force, not with the private acts of 
twa causenting people. Never mind 
that feminists have never called for 
the legal or legislative regulation of 
private sexual behaviour, no maiter 
how repugnant that behavlour may 
bê to one’s own personal morallty. 

No, now feminists" sin was that 
we had not lived up to our reputa- 
tion as Victorian avengers, The epi- 
thet that was once used to discredit 
feminism now became our crown- 
ing glory, and it was our sacred duty 
to uphold it or give up the crown. 
We had failed our legacy as femi- 
nists by falling to adhere tu the 
stereotype that had been invented 
in the first place to hang us. Fenılr 
nists now found ourselves in the 
Alice in Wonderland position of hav- 
ing been found guilty twice for two 
opposite verdicts on the same 
charge: fist we were sentenced for 
having committed the crime of 
prudery, then ior having not been 
prudtsh enough. 


N THIS throughthmluoking- 
glass realm, any feminist wlio 
sacl “Wait 4 ser, Ihat's nul wliat [Î 

was Siy af all!" was inmwdiately 

grounl into mincumeal in the 
ıueflias mandibles. Wher Gloria 

Steinem wraté a conmmûnsensical 

coluınn pointing nut the differences 

beiween consensual sex and the 
legal clefinilion of sexual ltarass- 
ment on the job, the ımedia firenıen 
rang the fouralarm bells. Her 
words threatened to burn the whole 
house ûf feminism down, lhe puli- 
lils iosisterl — {hr same punclis 
who heen trying lo burn tlnl house 


down themselves for the PRS SeV- 


eral decades. 

The New York Times devoted an 
entire editorial to deploring 
Steineın's opinion plece and (le sup- 
posecl “dangers" her article had un- 
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Development Corporation arrived iıı 
Prague to see one of Wiclıterle's In Brlef 
demonstrations. 
“Î took a lens ouılt of my eye,” said OROTHY West, who has 1 
Wichterle, “threw 1t on the floor, died sged 91, was a noye. | | 3A" Faludi reflects on the Clinton S6x scandal and 
stepped 0 it, then washed it with | ist, short-story writer, editor | | wonders how feminism, once found guilty of prudery, 
my mouth and put it back in my |j and journalist whose career : i 1 
e Te lawyers were impreseed spanned elght decades, is now accused of not being prudish enough 
enough to buy the rights for $1 mil- | although for many yeara she HE Clinton sex scandal inte 
lion. In 1967 they in turn found an | was remembered mainly for 1 bitter a hl et ا وار‎ 
American buyer in the company | her links with the Harlem real scandal Is not what did | whole new, inventive way to skewer 
Bausch & Lomb, which paid $3 mil | Renaissance, the cultural awak or dldn't happen in the corridors of | feminists on the old sex-averse barb. 
ion. Soft contact lenses are now a | ening among black Americans Î | je Oyal Office but how it has been I first noticed something was up 
multi-billion dollar industry. that was at ita peak between used to justify a lot of political faol- | when 1 got a phone call from a 


ishness. Witnegs the latest misrep- 
resentation of feminism, 
When I was in college in the late 


Newsweek reporter back when the 
biggest White House sex scandal 
was the antics of President Clinton's 
adviser Dick Morris, said to be par- 


terlaring oneself a {feminist was the Î tial to sucking the toes of a prosti- 


1923 and 1929. 


ULIAN Green, who has dled : b 
aged 97, defined his e | «venlles, the primary drawback to 


According to Wichterle's grand- 
son Hynek, now studying neurobia- 
logy at Rockefeller universlty In 
New York, the inventor never got 
more than one-tenth ef 1 per cent of 


the original fee paid to the Czech | as “telling myself about myself, ‘| | gigma that came with it at the time: | tute at an okd-line Washington hotel 
government. Wichterle himself j The works ranged from novels wa 1 
took the loss philosophically: “T | and plays to an autobiography | و وار‎ e a gape pa i 
would have had problems with what | and a 15-volume Journal, which !Î | fminists celebrating sexual free | perspective", Having bought into 
to do with such an amowmt of j he maintained was hia best donı and adımiring their vaginas via | the mytlı tat feminists are the puri- 
money," he said later, work, Time ا ی‎ in its | yeculum, was something of a mys- | tanical police force of sexual nıorals, 
„ He was the author of 200 patents | trles he unflinc ا‎ try to me, As a young woman with | she expected me to express outrage 
in organic chemistry, plastics, soul, in the process winning .mwinicrest in convent living, 1 found j at the specire of infidelity. When ] 
synthetic fibres and blomedical mat- | himself a place among the great’ ' | ' ıs aspect of the feminist label irri | didn't, she was not only frustrated 
erlals. Elected head of the Czecho- | est confessional writers of all ling. But J quickly learned that it Î but a little put out at my failure to 
ag r, of ا‎ in | time. ب‎ than that, an irritant— i perform my designated feminist 
, Wichterle gained huge aca- ı ud only in theory, In the practice of | role. 

demic distinction and internationaî ا‎ life, actual شر‎ men When the Monica Lewinsky 
recognition, and in 1995 he was still HE avant-garde Senegalese | !d:alng with achıal young women | brouhaha broke, I got another call 
working on synthetic lenses to re- film-maker ar ree jst as quickly came to the obvious, | from a Newsweek reporter. This 
store sight after a cataract opera- HE eT gar a oy ad lappy, conclusion that feminist = Î guy was downright surly when i 
tion. “To have a new idea is nothing | cancer aged 53, wil tre" | gid priss was a spurious equation. | didn't enclorse burning Clinton at 
special, he once sald. “But to bring membered for his clasaic Touki While so ınany of us grew ııp per- | the s{ake, He began to shout at nw 
that idea into practice — that re- Bauki (1973). Marnbety’s sys | ually debunking the myth of the | over the phone, What kind of emi 
quires effort.” tic sophistication and ee #xphobie feıninisl in our own bec | nist was I, anyway, to "suddenly" 

for poetry, Bound and Hight made | rms, the nedia clung to that | refuse to condemn male sexual be- 
Tim Radford hin, within his generaton, marl the way an exurcist clutches | haviour? “Dou't you {ling You're 

probably his continent's م‎ tb garlic cloves and crucifix. Anti | being a hypocrite?" he hissed. 
Otto Wichterls, chemist, born unconventional and respected fminist press puntlits seized every The hypocrisy line became in- 
October 27, 1913; dled August 18, | film-maker. He is survived by portunity fo decry the woınen's | stant conventional wisdom. It went 
1998 his wife and son. mrerient as a band of vice-squad | like this: feminists eınbraced Anita 


usshudgets, Hill when sle didnt like Clarence 
When Camille Paglia came along | Thomas's sniggering about big-dick 
"sh feminism for sexual squearm- | porn stars and pubic hairs on Coke 
es, she was instantly granted | cans, but now they are discreelly 
sl Favoured Mectia Status. When | looking lhe ater way when Clinton 
; Mg author Kalie Ruiphe railed | is accused of sexual dalliances. 

pls! campus fcminists' supposed Never mind that whal feminists 
0F futon on date rape, she was iıuvme- | were calling for in Hill's case was 

anointed Soundbite Sally. not suppression of sex but the right 
Alpredictable fare, 1 suppose. Il's | of a woman not to have her voice 

going on since sulfragists | suppressed in a publlc hearing. 


All you have 
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Prozac. “Their aleep pattern İsa totally dia- 
my eeroh ie changing a 
. atart ac 
entific theorles about sleep, thought not much happened, That wasnt | outthelr dreams, 
ites Jerome Burne all. “These patterns were being run 20 to “Normally when we are in REM e ا‎ 
: 30 times faster than they bad in the day,” . |] our major muscles are paralysed, but in 
1 DFEaus are fascinating because they But ather techniques are being used tt} | these patlenta the hlock comes off and 
NEW CARS FROM- ûre ao Onal, intimate and totally explore dream secrets. The firgt PET ' they may have fights with the wardrobe or 
7 Day/24hr acceasible ko ariyone else. And yet they acans of what goes on in sleeping human | try to attack their partner.” 
ا‎ , myaterious and seemingly brains, made by Professor Alan Hobson Dr Stephen La Berge of Stanford unl-' 
4JI prices fully ! n to do with the dreamer. We still of Harvard Medical School, go some way | versity has been exploring the curious . 
Inilusite understand why we dream, but new to explain why we have the sort of dreams |) phenoménon-of Iuicid dreams. “With a bit 
BIG APPLE CAR HIRE e » Presented to the reçent. we do. “We found that one of the most . . | of training It fa possible to go to sleep, in- 
ا(‎ rence on the Scientiflc Study of active areas is the amygdala, wiich 1s in- | tending to become aware that you arte 
jel; “44 1025 015° ness at Tucson, Arizona, have volved in the emotlong,” he saya. “That's | dreaming and actually.control and 
Ii: 14 ۵25 05 3 upsetting theories. 1 why dreams are more often fearful and ` ehange the dream while remaining 
EE Txt books will tell you that sleép can anxious, Also very busy is an aren in he | asleep,” he explains. This allowa a 
a ۳ in REM ate lobe, 0 wiy Green lave ra 2] in the phir p AL bhookecî up to 
: an non-REM, or slow-wave, slee riovement, Tha 5 a | electrodes'imeas eye movements, 0 
BUDGET EON o vuthout the night, we move in and e ٠ hallucinatory quality.” signal to thie experimenter that he is con 
IN VICTOR wo types of aleep. REM is associ- LLUETRATON: Pan. scHOLRELD | But the most auırprising finding was. ` scloua,. 
Cormtort ahin DuQget ig, mek ed with it ıo qama hap- : that an area In the frontal lobes which is .. | . La Berge says: *The sort of E : 
ا ا‎ Sin non-REM, However, this may خت‎ the اا‎ goes past a yellow wall; involved in planning and self-feflectlon you cah ugeit to'angwer ig! do people - 
Basic/Ensulta rooms, ûl revised now that Jt hag been another when jt turns a corner, - was turned off. “We expected the other -.: | ‘dream in real time? You agree before the’ 
çolour TY end Baa og || j orerea at alow-wave sleep is active . But besides opening windows on the j two arens from animal studies,“ Hobson I person goes to sleep that he will sjgnal 
2 a6 Inckydes a We never dreamed af. bralrı, this new technique may be | says, “butthia wat a surprise. It makes '. | with his eyes when he starts counting to: 
E-Brenkdast and have deve developed a new way ‘of record- :| able to provide the firat glimpse of the sense of the feellug of not being inu i 10 and again when he stops, Then you 
jm he brain,” aaya Professor Bruce content of dreams from the outside. -‘' ڼ‎ in dreams, and it also helps to explain ' can check if the subjective dreaming for | 
ton of Arizona State university. Dreaming, according to the nore re¬ . ۰| why dreaıns are sû hard to remember, ` 10 And weyê f actually takes 10 seconde. 
' oy, 2 HOw measure the activity of 100 . spected theorlea, 1s part of the process of | because this-area ia linked to.memory.”:: foünd thatit does". : : 
|| ia mae ara rane around a. shunting daytine tıamories into long ‘ '‘| ‘There is alao a difference in the levels ‘Itia hard to squire Hobison’a new 
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A new way of looking at the world 


a 
Wichterle: gained litle reward 
for inventing the soft contact lena 


machine on his own kitchen table. 

In 1961 he had built the world's 
first soft contact lens. By early 1902 
he and his wife Lidia, a doctor, had 
produced 5,000 of them. Things 
looked bright — and then the future 
clouded again. He went abroad, and 
demonstrated and tested his lenses, 
although not on patients. “The reac- 
tion was unanimous,” he later told 
the Prague Post. “They were a joke, 
an Interesting subject, but without 
any wider application.” 

A man from Harrisburg, PennsyÎ- 
vania, went to Prague and bought 
the rights from the Czech govern- 
ment for $330,000. Nothing much 
happened until two US patent 
lawyers from the National Patent 
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worked for Batn Shoes before his 
imprisonment by the Gestapo dir 
ing 1942-43. 

In 1945 he returned to teaching. 
Jn 1949, a year after the Communist 
takeover, he became a professor of 
macromolecular chemistry at 
Praguc university. Then, in 1952, 
whıile on a train between Ûlomouc 
and Prague, he observed a fellow- 
passenger reading about metal im- 
plants for eyeball replacement. "It 
would be much better", Wichterle 
told the traveller, “to invent sone 
plastic for implants that would be 
coımpatible with the surrounding tis 
gue.” The fellow passenger turned 
out to be the secretary of a health 
ministry commission looking into 
the use of plastics for medicine. 

The encounter was, at first, an 
embarrassment: Wichterle had to 
tell the commission that he had no 
such material, although he was sure 
he could aynthesise some. He sug- 
gested that his department start 
laoking at a class of polymers called 
hydrophilic, or waterloving, gels. 
His institute took a dim view of thé 
research, but Wichterle found a 
partner in a small laboratory and, in 
1957, he tried a lens in his own eye. 
It felt rough, burning and unpleas- 
anf, but he saw immediately that the 
gel could be used to correct vision. 

1n 1958 he was expelled from lıis 
uuiversity İn a political purge. But it 
did not stop him pursuing his 
dream. He used his children's Mec- 
cana set and the motor fron his 
record-player to build a lens-casting 
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Otto Wichterle 


TTO Wichlerle, who has 

died aged 84, was a visionary 

scientist who literally made 
people look at the world in a differ 
ent way. He developed the hydro- 
philic or sofî contact lens, now worn 
by about 100 million people 
throughout the world. 

He was not the first to Fhink of 
canlact lenses — the great Renais- 
sance artist Leonardo da Yincî as 
usual hal the idea first. But 
Leonardo never tried to make one. 
René Descartea workecl out the 
mathematics of a rudimentary con- 
tact lens but was more interested in 
magnification. Belore the end of the 
17th century, people were propos- 
ing them as ga correction for myopia, 
and the British astronomer John 
Herschel deseribed one. The first 
such lenses were made, of blown 
glass, in 18858, but unt! 1954 there 
were none that could be worn for 
long. And tlıey were expensive. 
Wichterle changed all that. 

He was born in Prostejov, in what 
became Czechoslovakia, fhe son of 
an entrepreneur who producecl agri- 
cultural machinery. At school he 
learned Greek and Latin which, he 
said, left him with a mind “trained in 
methodological thinking", In 1935 
he began lis career at Prague's In- 
stitute of Experimental Organic 
Chemistry. The German dismem- 
berment of the country caused the 
closure of the institute in 1939. He 
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Bhopal was a bustling state capital of about 1 million 
people before its name became synonymous with the 
world's worst industrial accident. On the night of 
Decernber 2, 1984, toxic fumes leaked from a chemicals 
plant and killed, maimed or injured more than half the 
city's population. Now, at last, the official report on the 
accident's medical legacy is about to be published. 
Fred Pearce reports from Madhya Pradesh 


Corrosive legacy 
of Bhopal disaster 


NE SUNDAY aight, 14 | “Union Carbide keeps saying that 

O yYcars ago, a chokirg white | there are no long-term or delayed 

cloutl swept through the old | effects from the gas, and that only a 

quarters of Bhopal f'om the Union | few people were seriously injured. 
Carbide peslicides plant on the | My data shows they are wrong." 

city's ouiskirts. The methyl iso- Union Carbide's old pesticides 

| cyanate and hydrogen cyamide | plant is today rusting and en- 

gases in the cloud burned and | croached by weeds. The factory 

scarred ihe lungs of all who | walls are daubed with graffiti: 

breathed it. On the Monday morn- | “Bhopal = Hiroshima”, says one. Its 

ing, more than 2,000 lay dead in the | poison lingers on underground, 

streets. Tens of thousands more | Turning into an alley in the shadow 

were lefl with wrecked lungs and {| of the plant, the reek of solvent from 

eyes seared by the gas. And in the | a pump where a line of women and 

5,Û0Û days since the world's worst Î children fill buckets and kettles 
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Pride of the fleet 


HEY came in their thousands. 
An estimated 100,000 to La 
Rochelle. Another 50,000 tlie 
following day to the Mêdoc. And on 
arhassé croisê weekend as well. 
Chassé croisé is the term the 
Frenclı use to refer to the weekend 
when the jiilfetistes (those who take 
their holldays in July) cross paths 
with ibe aofttens, the August crowd. 
But the ballet coınparison stops 
there, This is no light-footed pas de 
derx. Rather a mass two-way migra 
lon, raising accident figures and 
janming ıminor roads as people 
search desperately for bison futé 
{clever bison) routes lo avoid motor- 
way congestion. 
dur local spin-off is hours of 
qucucing for the Royan-Le Verdon 
frry across the Gironde to the 
Pointe du Grave, supposedly a quick 
oul to avoid Bordeaux for those on 
helr way te the Médoc. This year, 
the extra thousands were here for' a 
different reason. They flocked to 
mire the biggest passenger slıip 
h the world, the France, Starting 
his summer, Norwegian Cruise 


ship in Quiberon Bay, off the Breton 
coast, crashecl into a plane on a reg- 
ular fight to Lorient, 

Ships leaving the docks on the 
Verclan side have to crosa the estu- 
ary İn order to follow the safe deep 
channel out to the Atlantic on tle 
Charente Maritime side. Here the 
coastal path provides kilometres of 
good viewing for the rest of us, And 
we take full advantage of it. 

The first time the liner called, iu 
July, we took the car, We missed her 
and spent two ours irr a traffic jan 
getting home. Tlıiis ime we kncw 
better: we took bikes, Last time she 
set off early. This time we did, too. 
By Spm, A ragged but ever-increns- 
ing line of people was already in- 
stalled in deckchairs or sitting on 
the parched sunıuner grasa, waiting 
for their dreamboat to get under 
way. Many came equipped: bin- 
ocularfs, cameras, tripods. All ages 
turned up: babies, grandmothers, 
adults engaged in knowledgeable 
conversation about tides, kids falling 
off bikes or peeing over the edge of 
the cliff while walting for "Le Ti- 
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The Palio is Important to the Slenese, but aninıal rights activists say the course is dangerous 


Italian 1V joins outcry against Palio cruelty 


. “ . 
n‏ - . کک 2 چ 
ست ےو ۰ ا 


“One of {he horses (hal was pul 
down was buried irmmmcctliatcly in 
quicklime which, as is well known, 
destroys amy Irace of perloriNiAUCe"- 
eohinUing Su DSIACOS." 

Siena's mayor, Ferhuigi Picci, 
accused crilics of bias against Ihe 
vily: Every year, BG horses tlie èn 
Italian race courses, wlureas il ix 
Iwo or lhree years sine an Animal 
diecl iq lhe Palia." 

The race. in whiçh ranch af (he I10 
horses TepTemanis A pifish, arolisis 
passion among le Sicnesc. Ther | 
Jockey blnd fr the pilk-up his 
month had ftv iake refuge in iı 
church front angry inhabitants of 
the parîslh wlıose horse diel. 

The race's inıporiance to the city 
has prompterl some cıitics to call for 
it to be changed rather \han aboİ- 
ished. The Italian Aninıal Righis 
League has suggeslecl that Siena 
lhinks up anatlher sort of race. 


and rlamagecd lıoof, anl those lmages 
su+1 to have provokel most revul- 
sian, Tuareg reparteclly succumbcel 
lo au İinleclion a few clays later. 

A meunbıer ol fhe RAI'S executive 
baourtl, Gianpiero Craraleri, callecl 
fûr the “rerluction and possibly (lı 
elimination from the Palio of any 
violetıce towards people or aninıals". 

Death anf injury are Almost iN- 
Pvitablê iu lhe Palio, Fhe jurkeovs 
fife bareback and their munınts 
have tu cope wilh a sanî-tıvirtl 
ourse wilh Ugll corners. Avimal 
righls nciivisls say the thornuygl- 
bred horses art nul siron# enougl 
to check themselves af the bends, 

This year İt was algo clainıecl tat 
lhe horses were drugged. Franco 
Zeffirelli, the film and theatre direc- 
1or and a longtime erie of the Palio, 
said they were "stuffed with dope (a 
nake them 'fly'", He recalled that in 
19 two horses were destroyed. 


John Hooper In Rome 


HE PALIO. the twice-yearly 

horse racc arouudl (he main 
sqùare of Siena, has come untler 
particularly searing criticisın after 
lwo horses (lied ip lhe wake of this 
month's event, 

Animal welfare groups have long 
demanded that tbe race, which 
dales fron lhe 3th century, be 
abolishecl ur reformed. Since Hr 
37 hurses have tlierl, 

Bul this year, amil claims uf 
doping, crilics lnvve been jine by 
laly’s state-run broadcasting corpo- 
ration, the RAI, which received 
numerous caljs of complaint after its 
tive broacdlcast. 

The RAJ slowed the piltuy? after 
which a sevenyea-old bay, Lobis 
Andrea, was put down. But it also 
cauglıt another horse, Tuareg, slrug- 
glug on viderless with a dangling 


Notes & Queries Joseph Harker 


mals with the Anglo-Saxon words 
cow, sheep and pig. 

Names which include the worcls 
"cow" and "bull" are very common 
(for example, Cowan, Cowburn, 


last country to give women the vote 
—~ some have yet to do so — but of 
those now in the European Unian 
the last seems to have been Greece 
in 1952. Shockingly, women were 


S HY hand in any danger if I1 
interrupt the operation of my 
microwave and reach inside? 


HEN you open the door a 


tanic! Le Titanic!" tû pass. As ihe sun 
went (tlown, the evening breeze gul 
distinclly cooler, but no one moved. 

The wait was lang. For well over 
an hour, she remrined firnyy 
moore lo the quaysicle. To pass Ile 
tine, we watehecl the acrobatics nf 
waiting windsurfers and seagulls 
lhrough our binoculars, 

Front afar, she was clearly visible 
witlı the naked eye, but we coukln" 
judge her size, Then, as she edged 
awny from her moorings antl aj” 
proached us, she scemecl {6 Fir ıt 
ul Ihe turbulent waler and dominic 
the esluary, The Verdon : ferry, 
crossing iu front of her bows, going 
aboul its everyday business as if 
nothing was happening, lookerl 
ciminutive beside this ocean-going 
JUEEETNAN. 

We walted two hours to see her 
glidle swiftly and silently past us, her 
graceful body a Nordic midnight 
blue, her superstructure chalk white, 
so huge aut close Hat you could 
alnıost reach out and touch her. 

Lights shone on the top dleck, but 
no one was about. Everyone at diu 
ner no doubt, or sleeping off the 
Chûteau Margaux. A few of us 
wavecdl, but ıo Leonardo di Caprio 
leaned over the rall to wave back. 


line, the conıpany that bought, 
' ranslormed and refitted the 315- 
ıkirelong liner in 1980, is running 
winetasting cruises along ihe 
french coast, 

She may lave been rebaptised the 

% Norway aud be registerecl in 

atau, but uo Frencl newspaper 

, yet ıısecl Ihat name. Here, she is 
9 ihe “France”, the transatlantic 
ıer built in S1 Nazaire in 1961 ancl 
buxhed by Madarne de Gaulle. 
plain Kérignard, the ship's last 

"ench caplain, now enıplnyecl as a 

dide akîıg luurists oul lu circle Ihe 

ip, reeounls that in the old days 
| TF dways carriecl a coffin large 

, gh for the general, jusl iıı case. 

, e liner used to run (rom le 
lae (o New York: then, Ihwarted 
YY fsancial tlifficulties, it was sole 

; D 1980. No visitors are allowed on 

. but fhal doesn't deter the 


digs, , mds. From dawn {il dusk, small 


; Tl cross ovir, laden will camera- 
` Tying tourists, Bookings must be 
weeks alı2adl. 
ûs¢ who can't gel across the 
| Gary (ry other tacks: sailing 
ا‎ windsurfing, inflatable 
, NES, jetskis,. But, thankfully, 
i many planes — 15 people died 
û A private aircraft viewing the 


PHIITG RASHIIFF 


nal chemistry at the University 0 
Washington iıı Seattle, offers dir 
other explanation, which invoke 
rogue activity by a usually benefici 
chemical of the body, glutathione. 
Found in the lining of the lung! 
glutathione mops up toxiıs to orm 
campounds, known as conjugate 
thal pass through the body belor 
being excreted. In animal stuf 
however, Bailie has found that cû 


jugnles made with methyl İS%' 


cyanate, one of Bhopal's toxic g45% 
are unstable and may break 
dumping the toxins İn various PTS 
of the body. So glutathione, 
body cleanser, may inadverten 


become the conduit for methyl İS ; 


treets after the disaster 


ن 


ple who have died from the effects 
of the toxic cloud. Union Carbide 
qıtotes the state government's figure 
of 3,800. But 15,000 people made 
compensation claims for dead love 
ones, and awards have been made to 
just over 5,000 of them. In niany 
cases, (here were nio loved ones left 
to make a claim, An entire encamp- 
ment of Gypsies was wiped out. 
Three years ago, the local goveruı- 
ınent welfare commissioner listed 
3,017 deaths as "exposure-relatetd”, 
And the toll continues to rise. 
Dwivedi says the annual death rate 
in the affected communities is atill 
between 500 and 1,000 times higher 
than it is in neighbouring slums, 


2 E 
The morning after: more than 2,000 lay dead in Bhopal’s s 


tongs that he squeezes against the 
front and back of tris chest when the 
paln is at its worst. He once broke a 
rib doing this, he says. 

Shaheen was a healthy girl of 12 
when the disaster struck. Now aged 
26, she complains of palpitations, 
chest pains, numbness, fever, giddl- 
ness, aversions to both noise and 
light and a constant feeling "as if T've 
been beaten up". She menstruates 
only irregularly and has constant 
vaginal secretions. “Most women 
here have the same kinds of prob- 
lema, but don't want to talk about it," 
says her doctor, Rachana Pandey, 
who works at the Sambhavna Clinic, 
established four years ago after an 


with water is unnıistakable. These 
and some 250 other wells in the area 
have a small red sign, erected fast 
vear, declaring thal the water is 
“unfit for drinking". Bul if is drunk. 
There is nothing else. 

Since the accideıd, more than 
300,000 people have been awarded 
conipensation for injuries, thougll 
500,000 people were coverecl by the 
cloud, says Dwivedl, of wlıom 95 per 
cent suffered Ironı it. About 50,000 
people still suifer, according to the 
International Medical Commission 
on Bhopal, an independent volun 
teer organisation of physicians and 
public health experts set up in re- 
sponse to appeals from community 
groups in the city. The only goof 
news from Dwivedi's report is that 
the predicted plague of blindness 
has not materialised, though among 
the over-40s the rate of cataracts js 
now 10 times the national average. 

The day before the accident, 
Mohammed Rashid rode home a bi- 
cycle loaded with four times his own 
weight h wheat, He has not ridden 
a bike since. “The chest pains are so 

had 1 samelimes feel that my heart 
will burst,” he says. His medical 
record book contains stamps for 


industrial disaster, at least anotlıer 
5,00 have died froın their injuries, 

Ãn official repori on the medical 
legacy of the tlisaster, drawing on 
(lala collected over the 10 years fol- 
lowing the accident and due to be 
publislıed later this year, will reveal 
that tlıe agony goes on as epidemics 
afl tuberculosis, emphysema, 
asthma-like symptoms and cataracts 
ravage the 500,000 people who were 
caught by the cloud. 

Dr Mi P Dwivedi, director of the 
repart set up by the Indian Council 
of Medical Research in Delhi, says 
that almost one in 14 people in lhe 
worst affectel zones of the clty now 
suffer fron TB. This rate — three 
times the national average — con- 
ltinues to rise, 

Oui the streets around the plant 
taday, the slums seem busy, But 
enteı’ almost any of the homes in thë 
mostly Miusüm quarters near the 
plant and you find a world wlıere vic- 
tims rarely go out for want of breath, 
energy or hope for the future. 

Chand Khan worked in Union 
Carbide"'s workshop, but was at 
home nearby on the night the cloud 
escaped. “I woke and smelled what I 
thought was burning chillies," he 
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Rattle goes 


So there was nothing unwieldy 


out the depths of the slow move- 
„ment it was the surges of energy 


White launched the 


have been better tıned), ançl ha 
waê joined by the aweetly Tyrical 


dge’ê ever elegant . 


.Sehillê’s words with quite star 


:__ To provide a reminder that, n 
"Birmingham atleast, perfor- ' 
ule 
1 pûr. 
tant a the stûple reêpertary, tiie 
‘Ninth was prefaced by Harrison 


Time. 1L i, i: 

‘Of all Britial orclesttal works 
of thé pat SÛ years it 1s the ûne 
that has mokt securely achieved 
.the ştatua of a clasalc, anid the’, 
all thé aù 


‘remorselésaly' grim tual omê 
conducts bave made of it. 


with a bang 


PROMS 
Andrew Clements 


IMON RATTLE haa been 
saying his farewells to the 
orchestra with which he has 
shared so much success for 

19 years. 

ÃA Beethoven cycle in 
Birmingham Symphony Hall has 
been completed, to be repeated 
atthe Salzburg featival; at the 
end of the month they are due to 
return to Birmingham for a per- 
formance of Mahler's 
Resurrection Symphoriy. 

The conductor brought the 
Clty of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra to the Proms for aiı- 
ather goodbye — his last appear- 
ance at the Albert Hall for the 
foreseeable future aa the music 
director of a British orchestra — 
bringing the pinnacle of tlıat 
Beethoven journey, the Ninth 
Symphony’. 

This was Beethoven menıo- 
rably cut from the contemporary 
mould — the orchestra uses 
modern instrumcnts, but Rattle 
informs his performance with 
the lessons he has learned from 
the period inslrument nıovc- 
mend, 

It is the kind of aynthesls that 
conductors like Nikolaus 
Harnoncourt and Charles 
Mackcrras also exploit s0 
tellingly — textures clear and 
clean, atrings' vibrato carcfully 
rationed, so that every dvuml 
makes Hs point and the ınusic 
can be kept constantly ınoviny 

forward. 


about thia Ninth, no grandeur 
for grandeur’s sake, and in the 
end celebratory muaic-maklng. 
Using the edition of the aym- 
phony prepared by Jonathan 
Del Mar with ita many clarifica- 
tons and re-phrasings, Rattle 
produced some startling 
changes of perspective, and al- 
„though he was carefud to sound 


‘coursing through the firat two 
that typifed his powerful 
‘account. 

' Ft propelled the choral finale 


Ode To Joy. as if he were ad-. 
!dressing û revivalist çongrega’ 
‘tion (though with fewer 
.histrionica hjê singing might 


. goprano of Ruth Zleaak, fruity 
.mezzo of Yadwiğa Rappé and. 
Philp Lahgri 
‘tenor. The Clty of Birmingham . 
‘Syımiphony Chorua delivered. 


:tling fervour. 


:mancês of contemporary 
'| ‘have always been junt as 


‘Birtwistle’s The Triumph Of 


‘CBSO played, it wi 
tliority it deserves. 
This was lta fifth proms per- 


formace, pit it waf not the 


' | too. Willard 


‘Blythe Dariner (Gwyneth Paltrow's ` 


judge, arid it's one of The X-Files , 


imal by all parties. The question’ js 


is that somê pêople ate open aout 


story — evêértyone' knéws about ther 
| jwhO arê helping it propagate. ' ,  , 


ber lıis poor feet. He was being 
dragged out of the bombed ruins of 
the Brighton Grand Hotel feet first 
on TY and his soles were as white 
as lemon soles.) . 

The warm working relationship 
which has developed between the 
Palace and the prime minister must 
be beneficial to both. It was said of 
Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire 
that she gave him sex appeal and he 
gave her class. 

Jack Lemmon was running 
through his career with Mark 
Cousins in Scene by Scene 
(BBC2). Lemmon is 73 and, as Notl 
Coward said, he's relleved if his 
friends last through lunch, 

He talked of Bob Mitchum (“who 
is no longer with us", Rita Hay- 
worth ("I'nı the only one left of the 
whole dann fllm'?, Sinatra and 
Danny Kaye C'Everybody Tm talk- 
ing about has passed away”), Fred 
MacMurray ("Bless his soul, he's 
not with us any more”, and Harry 
Ray {I miss him to this day" wha 
made hiın up to look like his mother 


Royal Standard at half mast. A gulf 
gaped between them ard us. Sir 
.Antony Jay, who has made two 
documentaries about the royal fam- 
‘ily, said it was like the shifting of 
tectonic plates. 

It was Tony Blair who said the 
few necessary and touching words 
about the people's princess (well re- 
hearsed like all good impromptus). 
The Queen returned on the eve of 
the funeral and spoke simply, as she 
said, from her heart. The day after 
the funeral the prime minister 
joined her at Balmoral. There was a 
great deal to discuss, It had been a 
damned close run thing. 

Lord Tebbit was scathing about 
Tony Blair's involvement. "There is 
no one more astute than the prime 
minister at getting into the picture, Î 
don't know if Mr Hague was wise to 
make the paint that Mr Blair was 
making political capital but, of 


After Diana was a progress report 
on the lınpact of her death on the 
royal family. At the first impact, they 
went to earth. As the commentary 
said, “Elght hours after Diana was 
pronounced dead, the Windsors, in- 
cluding Princes William and Harry, 
attendled a Sunday morning service 
at Crathie Church. No prayers were 
said for Diana by the visiting 
preacher, no mention of her name, 
The following days were spent en- 
tertaining friends. There were daily 
picnics and grouse shoots on the 
Balmoral estate.” 

I don't suppose it was put quite 
this bluntly to Lady Mary, but it was 
put to her. She said, “They were ob- 
viously horrified and upset about it 
. . . but, if you have dogs or small 
children in a house, life has to go on 
for thenı." 

It felt like stepping on a sleeping 
grouse. For a moment the alr was 


full of squawks and feathers. Dogs? | course, he was.” The prime minister | in Some Like It Hot. 
They stayed at Balmoral to look | will be at Balmoral again for the anı- Lemmon: "Charlie Lang waa the 
after the dogs? niversary of Princess Diana's death, | photographer.” 

Meanwhile, back at tlie Palace, | “He wants to squeeze the last drop Cousins: “He died last week.” 


Lemmon: “There's another gone!” 
By now we were all weeping with 
laughter. I think you have to be old 


of juice from that lemon for his own 
political advantage.” 
(When Lord Tebbit is putting an 


the bare flagpole seemed to be giv- 
ing ihe finger to a hostile crowd. 
Lord Blake was told that Prince 


Andrew strongly opposecl flying the | energetic boot in like this, I remenı- Î to enjoy it. 
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Alien huntéêra'. . . David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson in the X-Filea: ' ` EE 


which the pair are chased through Like all good conspiracy theoriés, 
cornfields by helicopters). it only makes apparent sense, and 
The' enemy Mulder .anid Scully | .rarely even that. Who's iri cahoots 
.don't yet know, they're fighting is a Û with whom and why? Are the politi- 
‘virus, a “plague tû end ali plagues”,. | cians negotiating with the aliens? 
depicted as a flying, roaring, slurpy | One of the strongest features In the 
thiig with a just-discernible face. it | .movie'is the suppressive force that . 
jumps on to human§, shoots black. | ‘is the FBL Im the coursê of seve 
worms under thelr skin and trans- Î ‘hearings, a stern chief played by 
forms their bodies into something 
from Gray's Anatomy encased in 
lime jello. As far aş 1 can make aut, 
the virus İs 'a "colonislng force”, 
waiting to be reconstituted when 
‘aliens invade the planet, The virus 
‘was the original inhabitant of the 
iEarth, long before us weaklings 
:ever got here, Now it has “mutated 
into a new extra-terrestrial blologi- ) ! 
cal entity", And even more scarily, 
the US governnient, plus a congress 
‘of urldentified internatiçngl mafjosi, 
1 a negotiating 4 planned 
The cdsting is a combination of | ‘Ariageddon”,. 
the usual favourites and surprising | ' Mulder and Scully find all tlie. 
stars, Martin Landau, the skeletal Î :niarks ûf a coverup: a bomb planted ; 
villain of Hitchcock's: Nörth By | iin the wroig building, the, horguê. 
Northwest, plays Mulder’s surreptt | ‘declared offlimiis th, .oh high, . 
tious siuipportër (lt may bé the inclu-'| space-age, tents ihi the "middle of 
sion of, Landau’ that prompted a Î nowhere, strange goligson from . 


homage to" Hitchcock's’ filmy, in .Î Texas to Antarctica. ' ا‎ 


in the system are wlıat make up the 
X-Files. 

The film is calculated not to re- 
peat or summarise the series (un- 
‘like Twin Peaks: Fire Walk With' 
Me, which held little interest for , 
fans), and when we meet the duo, 
it's clear that they're seasoned a 
lies. They work §&o well together, in 
‘fact, that those in charge do all they 
‘can to separatë thém. Stüully ts about 
‘to be transferred. The X-Files haye 
„been closed. : 

The movie la directed by Rob 
‘Bowman, who made 25 episodes 
ıwith the rest of the team. The show 
already looks slick,’ but the film 
pulls off somethiig grander. The 
‘execlıtive producer Worked ori 
Jurassic, Park and Returri Of The 
Jedi, which gives somé idea of the 
scale: The X-Files really fills the , 

screen, ا‎ 


‘mum) réfuses to believe Scully's tes- 
ıtimony. Her intransigence is terrify- 
ing. She is of course the enemy, 
though she appears as the neutral 


more persuasive paranoias thal, 
ıfacéd' with' these people, ho proof is 
Î truly incentrovertlblè. ' . ' 
But betause thé unlformed pröto- 
col iş so well played, It's #asy to miss 
‘the fact that the film Is‘ based on a 
,presupposéd ` belléf in the þaranor» 


.| never whether allens exist, tlie İissue. 
their belief (or Knowledge), and 
:some  péople are çovering it ' Up. 
‘There are’ no trie sceptics İn ihis 
‘allen VviIFüd, The enemies arte those 


se; Changing guard at the Palace 


Agenls rendered marginal' by 


Scully is ‘a medically’ 


ced”. Thése slippageš' 
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Something wonderfully Desoxy's 98.4 Per Cent DNA — E gg Sg Eh 

eing Hunan, the slam of bod 8 : 
range hes happened upon body is used to consider ٠ ner calls a hanger-on. She is 
to theatre in Australia, philosophical andl emotional a j nging on like a good ‘un at 81. 


To my surprise and delight she 
med up In ITN’ documentary 
After Diana, the only programme 
an Channel 5's Diana Night you 
ould watch without plaiting your 
toes, This is the first we've heard of 
lady Mary because she has never 
spoken in public before. Unaccus- 
lomed as she is to public speaking, 
#hatshe says has the freshness of a 
new lald egg, 

The Palace neither helped nor 
hindered the making of this pro- 
gramme. Js a measure of ITN's 
desperation and ingenuity that they 
finaly found this unworldly octoge- 
to e up for 0 ك‎ 

: , jjy. Derek Draper, the disgrace 
E E hbbyist, appeared for Labour and 
' lord Tebbiît for the Tories. An exhil- 
| iratingly eccentric trio. 


ramifications of aquatic ape theory 
— yes, that's right, aquatic ape 
eOry. 

These shows have three things in 
coniımonl: all are created through a 
(levised process; all are fired by the 
performers’ own emotions; and the 
actors are as likely to have been 
irained at circus school as drama 
school. It is the big top edging to- 
wards the theatre, not the other way 
round. Text is the most recent 
introduction to this work, and in lhe 
case of Legs On The Wall and 
Desoxy, is still the weakest part of 
the performance, 

Daniel Witton, of Desoxy, traces 
Australia's physical theatre boom to 
a visit by a group of Beijing acrobats 
in the early eighties. By 1985, when 
Britain's idea of circus was stil] a sad 
lion in a cage, Australia was leading 
the way in new circus with Circus 
Oz, The Melbourne Women's Cir- 
cus and Rock 'N’ Circus. 

The impelıus was as much about 
politics as performance — Legs On 
The Wall was founded by a magi- 
clan, an acrobat and a social worker, 
The problem, as Kate Champlon, 
wlio directs Under The Influence, 
polnts out, was to find a way to 
bring meaning to the double back- 
flip. Ten years on, many of the 


writes Lyn Gardner 


OTHINE prepared me Iwo 
year's ago for a show called 
All Of Me by a little-known 
Australian circus-ڃcunrtheatre‎ com- 
pany called Legs On The Wall Ifthe 
actors had walked oıı water [ 
couldıı't have been more aston- 
ished, Never ltad bodies suspenderl 
in air secımed so meaningful. 

This year they are back with 
Under the Influence. Throughout 
this exhilarating 70 minutes, one 
actor plays “cause” while another is 
effect". A couple are sleeping in 
bed. He rolls away front her, reject- 
ing her in his unconscious. But 
every time he succeeds in getting 
away, the woman is hoisted on top 
of hin again, her limbs smothering 
his bady. 

Edirburgh this year is full of 
evidence of how far the boundaries 
between theatre, dance, movement 
and acrobatics have been blurred 
Down Under. 

In Donna Jackgon's fine perfar- 
Inance piece, Car Maintenance, 
Explosives and Love, episodes of 
open camshaft surgery are punc- 
tuated by lyrical interludes svi nging 
on a rope that says more than words 
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Ita those backpackers again .. . circus baa turned Australian theatre upside down 


amazing maturity and sophistica- 
tion. As Champion says: "It's incred- 
ible what a trained body with an 
intelligent mind can do." 

But if the circus sklllg explosion 
accounts İn part for Australia being 
onê step abead of the rest in this 
kind of work, the natural ease of 
rnany antipodears with their bodies 
is also a bonus. Auıstrallan dancers 
arê always much bolder than their 
British counterparts and, as anyone 
who has ever scen the Sydney 
Dance Company will kııow, perfor- 
mances are likely to include a level 


ducer who scours Australia for work 
to bring back to Europe, believes 
that the development of the genre is 
part of Australia's search for its own 
cultural identity, 

“A lot of text-based theatre is still 
inıported; the honıe-grown textual 
theatre is scant With no history of 
text, people looked for other ways EO 
express themselves, 

"Physical theatre is just one 
strand of a movement that inclucles 
multimedia and interactive work 
that is nıuclı more advanced than lt 
is here. Of course, not all of it is 


E E who have four! 
the tug of text irresiskbk 
Australian companies also s+ || , ÛY, Mary's mother and the 
drawn to the spoken word. Ti!) Quten Mother were sisters so she 
irony is that it is sometimes eas; !| Sher quota of Bowes-Lyon charm. 


to invest a somersault with enol: 
than it is to put real ıeaning i 


E performauıce of Uuder Tl ' X m ar K S 


Influence proves, the borly ale i: 


can be an achingly expressive e th e Ss p ot 


tional tool. The arclı of back-again:' 


back of bodics catapulling over ea 
uther can take ideas aboul love #' 
dependence into the realnı ol 


could ever express about the out-of companies who E Of of physical skill and acrobatics | good. But there are some interest | metaphysical, It's only when J: | ‘SINEMA 
body nature of desire and grew out of the new İ undreamt ofin Britain. ing developments." ا‎ : 
r € love, In | circus movement have achieved an Chenine Bhathena, a British pro- Yel, like n British physical E thal 1 ا‎ 2 aby Wood 


HE X-FILES, an award-win- 


The man who was robbed NE ê e el e 


mal assuınptions. Now they re-invent 
the structure every time they sit 


Dramatic licence 


down to write. The effect is liberat- miler and 
THEATRE a strange mixture of anguish and Î in 1 i e CH CE 
1 g rather than anarchic; and, in the : lity — "Tr | ! pûrler was a California kid who had 
Michael Blilington ____ | ia uals beie itn | OC Oe mentee hee beet | CONEDY ronde ony matte 1 yeee oe tere 
lave, Here it is love itself that is s أ‎ PISO you tonight by Hob Nob biscuts" ` | „“TEAtt. He studied journalism 
HAT : cen Î image of her as a lurid sensationalist, : ¢ the 
ls the artist to do in the | asa source of obsession, occupation, | After Crave, she is able to walk it zı in comıplain he's got too 3d, after e pr 


age of stereotyping? Sarah ff [OR years I've been the succeasful, 


: hip and breakdown: the d “H 
a ا‎ ownershi vn: e- ere comes Bertolt Brecht ancl funny bloke with |i wii o û ears, he hit us In 
e ph 1 0 ا ا‎ e we expect your essays to be handed r against a e ّ e ا‎ [8 wlth the Kies, ای و ا‎ 
e hye یا اا ا‎ De ree of | in by Friday,” runs the little ditty, | the huge, sweaty, revolting- 1 tional — Vegas slowly unveil | iueled by extreme, almost contor 
tion Jor ROO Ja a Pula eg E او‎ . It is | sung to a ukulele, at the start of the | permed Johnny Vegas tells the hin Ehmet ag ; | istconspiracy theories, 
es RO Û ey etween the Î show, But the Joy of Kathryn | punters at the Gilded Balloon it looks E like he threw in | [hose not intimate OE 
by Paines Plough at the Edinburgh | the dignity of soli 4 intimacy and | Hunter's production, jointly pre- ' “and now Pm sitting in the anything th 1d get a lag ا‎ n I 
ا‎ A ل‎ 0 e a ê that gives the sented by comedy duo The Right İ restaurant of recogniion,” Tie ا‎ | Rl for all things ormal. Each 
ا ا ا‎ e amic, Size and the Almeida Theatre, la He's only half joking. Vegas's is first te, th 1f-mockery ‘Hsode hinges on something other- 
e ا‎ ceusation is that it's Î that uninhibited theatricality dis- | Hife was transformed by last 1l the funni for its tinge of j oY, 8&0 that the serless reper 
you have ho rese e | a e 2 e people may İ places schoolroom didacticism. year's Edinburgh debut. Short- ا‎ er for İ ire of unbelievable phenomena is 
escape media pg oor ey ا‎ ey e babysitter Lee Hall's version of Brechts listed for the Perrier, he was And as former Vegas is monde iit, te feature film “is 
E A E RL ETT EE A SR RT 
confront us in ch : averse ' when ١ luls of the US go 
Te Gey pab | ves ay lng e E | OO ETC | Ceremen la UKE aoa | aden E | ne Ope OO 
e fe ee e he „aldowaer Funtila is a bully- | sell-out and now heg shooting a 0 b imagine it. You'd aS present İn varying de- 
ey 1d oS ge tke maxinıum effect: ing martinet wlıerı sober and a reck- Î TV g De CE | e ia 
e ا تپا‎ 0 way You sit less philnnthropist when drunk, In thing e ys a 0 eg a : : iting told he n i 
young woman (called C in the | can.Breyg ng, Sharon Dur- Î his cups he treats his chauffeur Maiti And doesn’t he know it ا‎ 0 ou didnt e tr ine to E n 
Meihtıen texD is trying to [ree her. twists a 2 a§ the younger woman | as an equal, offers him the hand of “I never thought I'd h ES ES dE . | es might add, “and they don't 
self fron an older man (A). Mean | s 0 1 0 like a (rapped Î his daughter Eva and hires comnıu- self sayiug this," h Ils, “| 2 ا‎ 7 Here tnt fiar 
e ا‎ : an Williams's olcler lavêr jİ nists and cripples to work on his cg- Perrier, let e wi 11e n 4 ihe arent he وا‎ 
ae AT am ا‎ cengi ily clescribes the cloying de Î tate: in the cold light of sobriety he God kn 2 h ren are 1 eta Al Tie 
repelled by a younge i li A mands of affection. And Ingrid | reverts io the role of class tyrant really d ن ات ادات‎ | sident's Men and Supe 3 
e 2 N Al Craigie as the older woman wlio Brecht's argument is Lhat we there's ا‎ o ا‎ 0 wide and 0 
the (wo شاا‎ r E 1) claims "Î never niet a nıan I rusted" | should be masters of aur own | TheM 1 Whe e | ee pal Th x weno 
۹ ا‎ x (o conslantly turns botlı towards and | affairs. Bul Hall's highly intelligent ye ا اا‎ 0 1 happens when Niort 
13 minules İs a play for ا‎ E e e et e ers makes il nat just a Play | mance was ر‎ E : 
nul i 5: : ٤ t lli |j about the boss class's ilî 1 
Rem | e er emotionally cold. On | aboul human ا‎ rallerccanta aî pehin dr anid pies are 
1 Ct vC rudlo, the play could eusi 8 vicê i hip-oı : 
The piece is a radical departure Î struct ntuisic: i 2 llıcatre i ull (ila's vice is a refusal to accept lhe | aggrandisement and chip-on- 1 tl ا‎ pete il 


conSe(luencvs of his aclions, -It is 
the levetkheaded Mall who cOon- 
stanlly poinls out that promises are 
nothing without contracls, and who 
denıonstrates to Eva the depriva- 
tions af nlarriage Lo an underling, 


shouldery, with the occasional 
detour into mock bYriciasm when- 
ever the subject turns to pottery, 
Vegns's one true love; 

One motnent he'll] be moaning 
about how ııgly he is: “I didn’t 


far Kane withoırt being wholly origi- 
nal Beckett's gaunt alıarlow broods 
over the evening, wi least in le 
patterned speech, in which you can 


uf neurotic lênsion. 

Aclmittedly, there are nes wlıen 
Kane strains loo bard fur poctic 
effect (“Whal I sumetimes mistake 
for' ecslasy is sinıply {he absence of 


their fghi agai 
ıst the extraterreş- 
| nethy. Mulder is a bellever, 


1 e ister was abducted by allens 
ı3 a child. 
| alnegd 


ie grief"). Burt tlre plny also has a self Hanmıish McColl and Sean Fole get the birds-an Tpke a difference” 
E e E he e e e 0 ew * e e Matti confirm that me dad, gine ike i to اا ا‎ have dened 
1 : ا‎ ۴ about new | comics often make very good ac utting a fire ea ide ` پا 4ر‎ that which “canit 
ing come to life. British drama: its {otal fluidity of | tors. And Hunter! i „Te esCape on the side | „ ^ ye propa, Tat whicl “canno 
: / 3 procluction, con- | of a fı king bungalow,” 1 م ا‎ : med, ‘categoriked, or 
Though full of echoes, the play | form. In the recent past, dramatists, | firms once again that Brecht can be | The nex He'll boast about his Johnny ‘Vegas: hiş own favo j cl Efere pre 


however’ diverse, shared certain for- Î a source of enlightenecl fun. 


pulling power, Or he'll flaunt his for.the Perrier award :  . 


actually hear the rhythms of Codot, 
At anuiher point, as all four charac 


also ıs sornething peculiar to Kane: 


HAN CO Saon rrms ® 
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see the serles of letters she wrote 
honıe before Hugh's birth that the 
mess of fracıred childhood remi- 
niscences begin to coalesce. 

The long central section where 
the old rman Hugh painfully inches 
his way back in time İs both techni- 
cally and emotionally the mast (liffî- 
cult to read, but ultimately Thorpe's 
brand of intense poeticism proves 
well suited to his subject matter. 
The book's ambitious sweep of an- 
thropology, history, politics, lit-crit 
and goodness kaawa what else is 
meticulously brought together. 

While tlıe comparisons on the 
dust-jackel to Poe and Buchan are 
not inaccurate — Pieces Of Light is 
a psychological adveniure story — 
ihe book also offers more llıan this, 
Thorpe subtly takes on lhe Iwo 
huge public and hislorical Lhemes of 
coloninlisnı and war alongside hiss 
affecling aud somelmes unbearably 
puignant human slury, He has cist 
lis oye wide as well as deep, unl 
again proved liıuself astute ancl il- 
veıılive as well as a skillecl writer, 


Uncle Edward, whose apocalyptic 
and mystical pronounceınents are, if 
anything, a more heartless version 
of the paganism he has supposedly 
left behind in Africa. After a sad ado- 
lescence during which he solitarily 
acted out Shakespeare plays, Hugh 
quickly joined up as an anti-aircraft 
gunner when the second world war 
broke out. Despite his "ten out of 
ten" war, he lost the wonıan he 
loved — oddly to weird Uncle Ed- 
ward — before becoming a re- 
spected Shakespearean director, 

As in Ulverton, Thorpe uses a 
varied babble of different voices to 
tell his story, but this time they 
mostly belong to Hugh Arkwright. 
There are his childhood memories, 
wrilten up 30 years after the evenl, 
then his cliaries as a 7O-yearulcl 
man, and a long series of iinaginar'y, 
disjointed and unsetling letters to 
his dead mother, who disappeareccl 
intu (he jungle a lew year's aller be 
rekurnecl 10 England. “I's you lin 
pursuing mother", he wails af on: 
point, and i is nol unlil we finally 


Africa comes to Ulverton 


Up to the age of six, Hugh has 
been in thrall to his immediate 
physical and cultural surroundings. 
Under the influence of Quiri, a 16- 
year-old family employee, and to the 
restrained horror of his parents, he 
develops his own idiosyncratic mix- 
ture of traditional and Western pat 
terns of behaviour, Thorpe's faux 
naf narration of these early years 
haphazardly spills out all the ele- 
ments of Huglı's early life. The rest 
of the novel has both him and the 
reader slowly plecing together the 
shattered fragments: iis adoption of 
a bag of communion bread as a 
good luck fetish, the connection 
between paganism and tins of Lyle's 
gollen syrup, Quiri's fear of dying 
childless, andl the secret tribal mark 
an lhe nape ol Huglı's nèck. 

The England he arrives in — "is 
sacriificecl to" — is a bleak and coll 
ciuniry matle more sinister by 


ily the confusions of 70 years ago. 
Although rooted In colonial 
Africa, Pleces Of Light is also Adanı 
Thorpe's return to Ulverton, the 
location and title of his acclaimed 
debut novel. In that book Thorpe 
used this speck of rural England as 
the geographical anchor to a daz. 
zling collection of linked stories 
spanning hundreds of years and de- 
liveredl in dozens of different voices. 
This time the quintessential English 
environment is initially a compliant 
counterpoint to the rigours of 
Hugh's carly life, But when Hugh 
leaves the remate village of Ba- 
makıım for schonl in England, il is 
the spiritual and environmental 
sinıilarily belween the two places 
that becomes ever more ohvious 
aud Hugh's father's patriotic cCun- 
tention that the soft lawns and biııe- 
bell woids of home are “civilisalion" 
seems increasingly untenable. 


NIoholas Wroe 


Pieces of Light 
by Adam Thorpe 
Caps 480pp £16.99 


tinguished theatre director 

and the protagonist of Adam 
Thorpe’s third novel, the notion tlıat 
the past is a foreign country is true. 
Struggling in a disturbed old age to 
make sense of his family history, it 
is the letters, diaries and most of all 
hê memories of his chillhood in 
12Ûs Africa thal continue to exert 
the mast powerful tug on him. Ark- 
wright sees hiınself as if on a river, 
“watching a man and his son fishing 
ùn ihe opposite bank", as lie dips 
hak into the actual ıd emotional 
documenfalion of his past. As le 
launches hîs painful excavalions le 
knows lhis is his last chance fo clar- 


Fr Huglı Arkwright, the dis- 


Superman who fell to earth 


lu Srarpid, ANC expliinscel hat he lcucl 
iı Î or voicing lhatrecl in nutsic., 
Having Uurnced PHO, Kirifiin wist- 
lully idia lo a r'ul Uuut "any 
rth dovelopuun In uy lil iis 
lo cone Prom Wili, intl Û tu ln 
cerlain lid Mere is anything witliin 
mw any Inoru",. With Counsuinuatt" 
dleliiuy, Usborme shows e 
wrung Kiûrajal was, il subtly | 
reals his RUSÎ perfor unes is i Û 
cled iutebingraply. For Kara. | 
he enon fTenzy ol ban il 
was eıbutied in Vurtlis U Trova 
lore, whose irchelypal charavtcrm, 
le ough, expressed "leur, Miu, 
love". Most tensingly of all. Usburne 
interprets Karajan's perforınances 
ûf Ravel's Bolero as a journey 
through a sensual hel], repetitively 
indulging an “ultimately ungıatifi- 
nble demand”, 

Osborne's book triumplıantly jus- 
tifies its subtitle. Fine as it is on the 
music, it is eveıı better on the life — 
and on the ways in which music, 
with its angelic perfeclion, dericles 
our aclıea, pains nnd fallibililies, He 
overcoınês these scruples: oaJiceê 
Karajan's Meet, sporty body begins 
to betray him, while his enemies —- 
scenting mortality — contibute 
Lreacheries of their own, the super 
man dwindles into everyman, chas- 
tened and finally resigned. A 
Deutsche Grammophon colleague 
told Osborne that "you had to learn 
to love Karajan", and conceded that 
it was anı arduous task, requlring a 
lengthy apprenticeship and much 
rehearsal. At the end of this long, 
wise, endearingly funny book, You 
do feel that the effort of sympathetic 
comprehension ls worthwhile. 


If you would lika to order this book 

al the spþeclal price of £27 and 
receive a îree classical CD by the 
Naxos Quaritat contact CultureShop 


To order any of ihe books 
reviewed or In print, over 
„100,000 tilss available: 


(444) 141 324 B803 
Fax: {+44] 181 324 B678 
Emel: bldGmall.bogs.ca.uk 
Payrmenl by credit card or 
UKZEurochaqus payahla to: 

Quardlan Weskly Booka 

250 Westan Avenue, Loridon W3 BEE, UK 
Europe alrmall 

Plazsë add 20% of ordar value 

Rent of the world airmall 

Add 333% Ol der vedun (app: 14-21 Jays) 
or 40% Of Order valus (7-10 days} 


Phones: 


it as ÎÎ he hal graduated lo some 
mure ASlral plang — Ibe upper al- 
mosphere in which 1he splieres 
uikle musi. Thus, in IMS, be Ut 
sisloel (iu a lifesaving operon oli 
his spinal curd should be vile 
perl, By (he time of his death iı 
IHR}, he no longer knew where lle 
musi vame from. Those whu henrcl 
his last performance ûf Malıler's 
Niuh Symphony fell, as Gsborne 
leslifîes, hal ihey were envesilryr 
ping om vl nily. 

Uespile is afdlniralien fur Ur 
musician, Osborne is pruperly sC 
teal abuut the mag. When thay first 
met in 1977, he eyeballecl a cantar 


Ludwig | kerous Karajan, threatened to can- 


cel an interview, and prormptly 
earned the wily old despot’s respect, 
Karajan was right to (rust hinı. Os- 


Peter Conrad 


Herbert von F.arajan: 

A Lıfa in Music 

by Rıchard Gsbzrne 

Chalto & Windus 4 16pp L3) 


ORE than a psychological 
MM enigma, Herbert von Kara 

jan was n meluphysical cû- 
nuudrum, By shaking a slick, he 
coulcl cause an absulıte, iimımaletrial 
beauty 1o shimmer in the iir, Yel {he 
sonic nirvana he conjured Up was 
canlrndictedl by his tlevious, ılevil- 
ish lemper, uel by Ihe sleazy [ir 
tunism of lls beginnings in the 
Thircl Reich. Christa 
revered lıinı as Je bor fier, though 
Elisabeth Schwarzkopf more half 
hearteclly called him a "demigod”. 


But the impresario Rolf Liebermann | borne (leals clemently with the 


vexed issue of Karajan's ınember- 
ship of the Nazi party, which he at- 


denouncerl Karajan as a malevolerıt 
gnonte, and John Eliot Gardiner de- 


scribed the hypnotic iransmission | tributes to youthful careerisnı — 


though as late as the şeventies he 


of will when he conducted as "evil". 


Riclharrl Osborne — in hls metic | was posing for recarcl covers in a 


leather jacket with a bristling quiff 


ulously researched aııd intellectu- 


ally thrilling biography — presents | of white hair, and lhe even sug- 


gested that an album of Prussian 


Karajan As a schizoid Olympia, 


alternating between the thunder- | marches should be illustrated with 


an image of a flaming marble 
swastika. Someone palnted out to 
him that marble could not burn; that 


may have been the point. 
SBORNE brilliantly analyses 
Karajan's debt to the 
philosophy : of Schopen- 


storms of Jupiter Tonans and the 
serene beguilement of Hermes, He 
was equally at home, of course, in 
another, more sinister pantheon. 
This man of the Austrian moun- 
tains, a chanıpion skier and a pilot 
who liked to graze the wings of hie 
plane against the cliffs when com- 


ing in to land at St Moritz, poe- | hauer, which — translated into 
sessed the vertiginous sublimity of | music in Wagner's ‘Tristan Und 


Isolde — offered “lucidity of spirit 


Nietzsche's Zarathustra, a super- 


man who lives on the héighis and j anû a reprieve from “the shackles of 


material things". Yet the Karajan 
who owned fast cars, motorbikes, 


vaults over crevasses. Life on the 
lowlands had fewer charms for 


Karajan. Shyness was his excuse for | yachts, planes and multiple liouses, 


as well as extorting a prelerential 


a chilly detachment, and he used his 


glacially blue gaze to zap those who | royalty scale irom his record cornpa- 
presumed to intimacy. He objected | ries, waa hardly averse to material 


loot. His yearning spiritualily, as Os- 
borne admits, cohabited with an 
ugly brutalisın. Rehearsing Strauss'’s 


Elektra, he told the orcheslra that a 
certain chord should sound like a 
Rysanek, unabashed, declined to re- | kick in the chest with hob-nailed 
boots. When he could not elicit (lue 
deference from that ا‎ 
er. 


to the erotic fury of Leonie 
Rysanek's performance in Strauss's 
Die Frau Ohne Schatten: “Why do 
you sing the Empress with suıcl 
heart? She shoull be cool." 


frigerate her singing. 


Resembling Freud's *orosthetic 


gûl” -— a man inımortalised. by | dominatrix Birgit Nilsson 
crime waş ‘to call him “Herble"}, 
technology to control the world and | Karajan retaliated. by sneering that 
Nilsson could play Scarpla — the 
tapes, wiich rendered | sadistic pollce chief in Puccini's 

the singers redundant. He. even | Tosca — without rieeding makeup. 
Î wishfully stood aside from a body Î It was an.inadvertentiy conféssional 
the paper; it's shit, but ip the very | which, in his last crippled years, | remark. The :composer Gottfried : 
1 proved to be sadly mortal, studying | von Einem likened Karajan himaelf fs 


machinery — Karajan. employed 


keep it af bay. He rehearsed operas 


by playing 


ا 


Gonzoland „. . . a cartoon from Fear And Loathing In Las Vegas 


Till the ink runs dry 


dellcious, and splendid. No ûne else 
can do the things with ink and lın- 
agery that Steadman can. What he 
dlepicts is visceral, angry, alienated, 
squalld, dirty and often deranged, 
but that's just his style. The effect is 
sumptuous. 

But what is Gonzo? According to 
Steadman, “the quintessential gonzo 
image contains everything from wild 
drugûnduced horror to piysical vio- 
lence and excess, while also being 
funny". Gonzo a8 we know lt stems 
from his association with the writer 
Hunter S Thonipson, which began 
when they covered the Kentucky 
Derby for Scanlan's Monthly maga- 
zine in 1970. Steadman drew con- 
stantly and without compunction or 
restraint, to Thonıpson’s mounting 
horror, the hideous local characters, 
including Thompson's own relatives, 
right in front of their own eyes. He 
has a kind of berserk innocence 
which fitted perfectly with Thomp- 

son's drug-hardened ravings, Their 
collaboration led .to Fear. And 
Loathing In Las Vegas, which turned 
out to be a massive bestseller. 
Steadman now claims .to have 
given up drawing politicians and 
gays he wlll henceforth show only 
thelr legs, since this is more disre- 
spectlul., This ia clearly claptrap. 
Sill, thafs not the point, and politics 
isn't really the .point . with Ralph 
Steadman's .work. It's the stuff on 


best possible sense of the word. 


Iplı Steadrnan is also a worrier, 
hk at he worries is hia materials, 
| e went inlo Philip Poole's (the 
| bı Place { knuw where you can still 

Y a wide variety of nibs) shortly 
an had been in to vişit. 


Steve Bell 


Gonzo: The Art 
0y Ralph Slsadman 
Weidenfeld 208pp £25 


VERE does one begin to talk 
‘F about an elemental force in 
orld cartooning? In what I pre- 
lo be a free-associating and 
i tUcal description of his own 
at the start of this chunky 
„Ne. he attributes the words 
0 Puro!" to an Italian orderly, 
useppe Gonzaga, on to whose 

the brand new infant Stead- 


man has just shat, 


,alph Steadman, aged 62, is a 
e cartoonist. He to let 
E8 run, especially ink, I've al- 
3Y5 tended to the constipated ap- 
Conscious of the fact ea 
u پلا‎ expensive and ought 
€ wasted. I worry about 


¥ 


cautious, 


things like that, 


bul wh 


aller Stead 


RII rege — nD e a e ma r ` - rr NRE 


Non-fiction paperbaeky ı 
بر‎ | 
Desmond Christy : 


Into Thin Alr: A Personal 
Account of the Everest Di ! 
by Jon Krakauer (Pan, £6.09 


RAFFIC jams on Everest? Y 

feel the wind chill even ss yı 
read the seven pages of drawak 
personae in Krakauer’s book, a Soy 
of bravery and folly, of oxygen ani 
hope running out, of those who ii 
a fortune (O conguer a mount, 
not for an icy tomb. Krakauer «eri 
up Everest to write an article: lı 
didn't know that he would be cor 
ing down with an epic of misadyer 
lure that cost eight climbers er 
lives. This narrative grips you ah 
and never lets you slip, 


Everybody Loves a Good 
Drought: Stories From India's 
Poorest Villages, by P Sainath 
(Revlew, £14.99) 


HE bitter laughter of the titk i: 

heard on most ûf these page 
The poor are always with us, fort 
nately — athêrwise all that wonder. 
(ul aid money could nat be stolen bt, 
coantraclors, palltidians and ti 
(friends, Palagumıni Sainatl shos: 
us how the por survive and f 
poses tle absurd processes whi 
ensure thitt {ley will always be por 
Auyunce who has some BanSM' 


would cla well to look al Ihe qur | | 


tions so tellîngly put by Sainall. 
إل ا دا ر ا س‎ 
How To Be More Interesting, | 
by Edward de Bono (Penguin, 
£7.99) 


ITY" you i you meet ıê al: 

party now that Fve Decor’ 
more interesting by doing all r 
exercises presen{ecl here. Î was 
spirecl by interesting Mr De Bor. 
suggeslivn ilal “You can bedi | 
more interesling İf you set oul lo¢ | 
so. Like ricling a bicycle i may sê أ‎ 
awkwarcl at first. „. „ Belng an inl ! 
esting person means that YOu dt 
more interestinyy to yourself as ¥ 
as to others . . . Some boring cilk * 
going to write that this is a bor 
book on being interesting.” 1 wont 


Isaac Newton: The Last 
Sorcerer, by Michael White 
{Fourth Estate, £8.99) 
BIOGRAPHY that delights I 
Newton's efforts. to find 4 
elixir of life and his scandals 
years living with his promiscuot 
niece, But can Michael While coe | 
vince us that it was Newton's IM | 
eat in alchemy that led lo 
“world-changing discoveries 1 
ence"? Professor P M Rattansi ‘ 
Imperial College concludeçl that : 
reconstructing the world of 0% 
who founded modern science 
shall have to use cat¢ | 
more subtle than those of ‘selen 
‘magician’, or ‘sorcerer. I وا‎ a | 
more complicated than that |] 


Bernard Shaw, by Miohae! 
Holroyd, one-volume definlti 
edition (Vintage, £9.99) 
"SUPERMAN needa a uf | 
® biographer, which he, corte! 
found in Holroyd, and 4. ree 
render to gel through the . | 
volume version: The. rest of JS 


led 


E 


mere 800 pages, “I have ÎU 


H 0 ° r 

notte" atte cpg heck | | (I Rushed reverence, lhe proprt 
life, and more than 15 yers, of I ‘f man had he a 
own, work, into a form hat E £, WA Was a go Ying out new nibs. It 
eral reader can get through "° fell gene ŞI .utter devastation, I 
matter of weeks or days,” Anf (f | Bu w 1 ا‎ ۰ 1 

` inik ults, [here is m 
derful daya they are. A lhis book that is utterly ااا‎ 


“relish this more modes! 


with freedom or with power? With 
money or morality? With responsi’ 
bility or release? {s it, at root, sexual 
or chemical? Does it belong to the 
West or the East? And can we ever 
have enough? 

Most often, however, pleasure 
seems simply to involve the relief of 
pain. Daphne experiences the 
“ecstasy” of political action, while 
Mario, her East German lover, eg- 
capes into the pains and “pleasures 
of fight" involved in cycle racing, 
For Friedrich, haunted by his lost 
father, the oblivion of drink 1s all he 
thinks he needs — until, that ls, he 
finds himself dancing tangos on the 
autobahn and embracing all sorts of 
new people and possibilities, Picker 
finds the only source of “undeserved 
and unmixed” pleasure in his son — 
the result of a single moments ex- 
perimentation with heterosexuality 
— yet this, too, proves to be precari- 
ous. All have sought protection 
within the enclosed, womblike walls 
of Berlin, and the pleasures of free- 
donı come at a price. 

Hensher’s story Dead Language 
was recently included in A S Byatt's 
Oxford Book Of The English Short 
Story, and his wry and polished 
social comedy might be seen as fol- 
lowing in a very English tradition 
tone that includes Wilde, Coward 
and Firbank. Pym and Compton- 
Burnett), On the other hand, Hen- 
alher is no "inch of ivory” man. In his 
continuing exploration of the unpre- 
dictable andl uneasy alliances thal 
constitute love and politics, as wel] 
as his setlings — only Kitchen 
Venom takes place in England — he 
seems firmly European. But per- 
haps the closest corollary to ihe 
arcl grace and moral seriousness of 
Hensher’s writing that one can find 
is in the Aınerican Jane Bowles's 
modernist tragi-comedy, Two Seri- 
ous Ladies. Fiction, of any nation, 
that combines these qualities with 
such a light touch is rare indeed. 


If you would like to order thls book 
at the special price of £13 contact 
CultureShop (see page 29) 


PHOTOGRAPH’ ARTY CALTON 


ıı sle-handedly if... [wel chose 


The notion of pleasure itself has 
both personal and political aspects, 
and the novel — never dlidactic, 
always quizzical — gently teases 
these out. What has pleasure to do 


Sting of the Starkadders 


from the glummer ingredients of 
Thomas Hardy's novels, But the 
Starkadder family were unutterably 
real. Gibbons's grandfather and fa- 
ther were go rich a mix of hypocrisy, 
sêxual predatoriness and emotional 
manipulation that the whole 
Starkadder clan, brooding and 
breeding near Howling İn Sussex, 
could be created out of them. 

Her father, Telford Gibbons, a 
doctor in the slums of Kentgsh 
Town, was a drunken, druggecl 
tyrant who smashed banisters and 
preyed on servant girls; she wrote 


in the near-autoblographical novel 
Enbury Heath a cool account of the 1 


attempted suicide by overdose of a 
governess he had abandoned. For 


Gibbons was Flora Poste, the ratio- 


nal being who finds it illogical that 
anyone should choose to have a 
nasty time when they could have a 
perfectly nice one. And who consid- 
ers that yakking on.about sex was 
probably a substitute for some more 


interesting activity, like embroidery. 


And who despises those who use 
victimhood as moral and emotlonal 


blackmall, 


„ The sad aspect of CCF ia that its 
exorclam seems to have been tû0 


thorough. With it Gibbons {reed 


herself enough from Hier past to 
make a peaceable, private rnarriage 
which sustained her for the rest of 
her life; but reapectfu! though 
Oliver ls about her later novels, they 
lack the clout of CCF, 


Veronica Horwell 


Qut of the Woodshad: A Life 
of Stella Gibbons 

by Reggie Oliver 
Bioomsbury 272pp £25 


fff AXAY Agony by H A Manhood, 
GQ 6d .. . This is about a 
young manı called Micah Born in a 
place called Thrust. There is some- 
one else called Shaphen Aak . . ” 
No, no: not parody, but a baok re 
view Stella Gibbons wrote for The 
Lady magazine in 1930, in a job she 
descrîbecl as a "plum” means of pay- 
ing her way, even if she did have to 
publish pieces entitled “Do Women 
Write Novels?" opposite Mrs C S 
Peel's article “How to Fry Potatoes”. 
It is a truth universally acknowl 
edged hat it was having to read 
quantities of fashionable rustic tosh 
in the process of earning her nine 
guineas a week that provoked Gib- 
bons to the exorcism of writing Cold 
Comfort Farm, the masterpiece 
parody laughed at still long after the 
bestsellers lt nıocked are forgoiten. 
What all CCF fans could have 
guessed, but not prove until Gih- 
bons's nephew Reggie Oliver re 
searched this perhaps over-quiet 
biography, is that the power of CCF 
draws not on literature, but orı life. 
Gibbons borrowed decor and dia- 
lect from Mary Webb's Precious 


Bane and its imitations, as Webb 


had brewed her pottage of misery 


Hensher: a distinctive and appealing voice 


28 BOOKS 


Love after 
the fall 


Kasla Boddy 


Pleasuredl 
by Philp Hensher 
Chatto & Windus 373pp £14,998 


Pon HENSHER is unlike 


anyone else writing totlay. In 

three novels, in Jess than five 

years, a distinctive and consistently 
appealing voice has emerged. 
Pleasured begins on New Year's 

Eve, 1988, when a car breaks down 

on an East German road connecting 

West Germany and West Berlin. 

Inside the car are an unlikely trio — 

Peter Picker, an Englishman, and 

the two strangers to whom he is giv- 

ing a lift, a student wlıo calls herself 

Daphne and Friedrich Kaiser (his 

real name). The novel tracks thelr 

intertwined fates in the year that 
follows. It is, of course, no ordinary 
year, and it is not only the Berlin 
Wall that has collapsed by its erd. 
The breaking down of barriers is, 
lı fact, a constant concern of Hen- 
sheı"şg, Love in his novels — andl 
Pleasured, like Other Lılus (1994) 
anl Kitchen Venonı (1996) is essen- 
tially a love story — is all about lel- 
ng go and nilowîng oneself to Find 
consolation in the least likely place. 
“Do you warıt?”, a characler in Plea- 
sured asks another during a sexual 
encounter. He cloesnl know what 
exactly il îs he wants but still he 
nods. "I just want — ,” says another 
character. Desire finds jils objecl 
where it can. 

„ Hensher is a firm believer im the 
significance ` of colncidénces, In 
moments in which everything 
changes irrevocably, and In fates 
that are bound together. His novels 
are full of mysteries to be uncoy- 
ered, lles to collapse, and secrets to 
be dramatically revealed. Pleaşured 


i » UTLEY  DUE. 
ر ا چ ا‎ E i FI 
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continues an epic stain with its em- 
phasis on the Interconnectedness of 
our personal and political choices, 
The novel aska how far we are 
shaped by our familial and national! 
histories, and whether we can, as 
Picker believes, change history 


Some tears for fears 


Chrle Petit e ا‎ circunıstances) and 
while planning a sponsored jum 
ETL E 
1 ng through space to beco 
Little, Brown 348pp £15,989 the first man to en the a 


barrier uiaided — he found himself 
facing the terrors of inner space and 
went mad, ending up with galloping 
paranoia and cowering on the sofa 
with the TV turned up to get him 
through the “dark nights”. 

His first breakdown climaxed 
after almost 200 sleepless hours 
with the dectsion that his then girl 
friend had to go, Trying to kill her 
ended with him in a French asylum, 
and provîdes a handy start for the 
book: how did I get here? A success- 


OM Read's account of his adven- 
ture soldiering and menial 
crack-up fits snugly with today’s 
comniercial needs: from unreconsti- 
tuted squaddie masculinity to 
rew-manniahness via nervous 
breakdown and selfhypnosis, The 
jacket puff by Read's friend Andy 
McNab tells the reader exactly how 
to take if: as a mixture of his own 
Bravo Two Zero and One Flew Over 
The Cuckoo's Nest; and lt made him 
cry. In the face of this, any hostile ful cutand-paste flashback assembly 
review can only be seen as knock- f makes the book's merits editorial 
kneedl and churlish. Still, it is worth Î rather than literary or diagnostic. 
asking why — given the SAS's Several reasons are offered for 
quasi-secret status — 80 many ex- | Read's madness, all dramatic, but 
members blab and end up in the f the rea! cause, overlooked by him, 
sissy business of writing, given that | might be more banal, and obvious, 
for the active man reading is re | hinted at by the woman who helped 
garded as a misfortune reserved for | him m his second breakdown. She 
the recovering alcoholic. remarks İn passing that Read had 
, „After leaving school early, Rend | spent too long in the army, where 
joined the Parachute Regiment and | everything was done for him. Read 
developed a passion for Jumping out Î understands institutions Iinstinc- 
of aeroplanes, Outside ops, SAS llfe | tively and outside thelr confine- 
is shown as the usual wrîte-İt-in-my- | ments appears bereft. 
sleep round of Brecon Beacons, #Ãs a textbook case of paranoid 
Bergens, relentless nicknaming, | crack-up Freefall has a fascination 
great bunch of mates, low introspec | qulte lacking in the accounts of the 
tion and poor domesticity (the | book's highs — as a general rule, 


broken marriage da rigueur). the worse Read gets the better his 
After leaving the army (under not | book. 


SPORT 3! 


Cricket 


Sri Lanka 
grab glory 


David Hopps at Lord's 


OR World Cup champions, Sri 
Lanka can look strangely sus- 
pect, but their verve is inconteslable. 
Englaud can vouch for that after’ Sri 
Lanka fook the Emirates Triangular" 


Tournament las! weck wilh a Ilve- 
wickel victory, reversing thelr earlier 
(lefeal on tle sante grouıtcl. 


Sıî Lanka have been limiled by 
sparse pace-bowling resources ancl 
a balling line-up tha has hinlecl af 


vulnerabillly againsl Ile moving 


ball. No nıatler, they prospercd nny” 


way, five wickcls (or lhe remarkalle 
offspinner NMiuthiall Murrlilhaurari 
aul an unbeaten 132 by Marvan 


Atnpatlu edging oul Figlancl in the 
final with 1f balls lo spare. 

England's Teal stock is il its higlı- 
est for yvuars, MU nvıch ngonising rr- 
ımains over the composition of 1l 
onetdlay sile to contest {he World 
Cup next summer. Al FEelgbaslun 
they lost 10 Soh Africa {344-7 by 
14 runs, but rmaclc the final on belle’ 
net ruin rate. Bil here, heir BM for 
suven was baraly ckleqgilat. 

I reqttirecl Atıpall's serond ûı- 
day burtclrced lo guide thé chanmpi- 
uns hune. The most convenliouil of 
Sî Tankas balsman,. le playcl 
nervelessly in the closing overs as 
lwo fine catches by Nick Kuiglt 
gave England a glimıner uf hp, 
with 33 needletl off {he asl six wwers, 

England's start had ben entirely 

untroubieel: Michal Atherlon :mrul 
Koigln had an opening antl uf 142 
in ZU overs. But once Ibis painets li 
was broken, [ears of analher Enpghitul 
widlilanrder collapse lecamc 2 Sl 
fulfilling prophecy. By ihe time 
Knight was dlsnıissed {HM afl 136 
halls) England had last the chance lo 
set a dauniing target toe Sıi Lanka. 


Football results 


FA CARLING PAEMIERSHIP: 

Astan Villa 3. Midalaskro 1; Charllon 5, 
Sauthamplon Û; Chelsea 1, Nawcastla 1: 
Darby û, Wirıbisdon O; Leerls 1, Blockbum Û; 
Lelceater ã, Evarlon Û; Larpooal û, Aısanal Û, 
Nottrn For t1, Coventry Û: Tottanhan1 Û, Shalt 
Wad 3; Weal Ham OQ, Mien Utd O, 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: 
Divislon One: 
Bradford GC 2, Bolton 2; Brıalol Chy t, Walord 


Porlemth û, Ipswich û; Porı Vale O, WBA 3: 
Sheff Utd 0, Blminghm 2; Sunıderlarıd &, 
Tranmere O; Wakas 1, Swindon O. 


Division Twuot 

Bourriamih 3, Millwall 0; Bumlsy Û, York 1; 
Colcheatar O, Fulham 1; Gılllngham O, Brtatal R 
Û; Macresîld O, Lincoln Û; Man City Û, 
Wrexham O, Norlnmpln 1, Noite Co 1; Otdharn 
2, Chealerfid O: Prealon 3, Stoke 4; Reading 3, 
n gan BQ, Blackpool Û; Wycombe 1. 


Ölvislon Threa: 


Brentford 2. B O: Cailela O, Rochdale 1: 


Piymoulh 
2, Cambrkiga Û; Scarbaro 2, Mansfeld 3; 
Swansea 1, Leyton O 1; Torquay 1, Exeter O. 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE 

Premler Lesgue! : 
Celtic 2, Dundea U 1; Dundes O, St Johnston 

1: Hsarta 2, Aberdean Û; Kimarrtk 1, Rangers 
3; Motherwef O, Dunfirmilns O. 2 


. Alrdrle 1, 6t Mirèri O; Falkirk 1, Hioerilan 1; 


Morion 1, Hamiton 2: alin O, Ayr Û; SLarvaer 
û, Clydebank: 2. TT : 


Bagond Divleloti: [ 
2 1. glee Arbroath Û, ات‎ A 
Parlck 2, Qusen Sth 2.. : 


Third Dlvlslons . 

1 2, Alblon 1; Brechin 2, Queens Pk 2: 
Cowdnbth 2, E Siting 1: Durkarton Û, 
Stenhgamr 2; Rosa Co 3, Montrose 1. 


stride, with a 13-under-par total 
of 295 in (he Tour's second-riclı- 
est tournament. 

His victory margin was the 
best of the season by two shots 
as aû closing 69 gave him his first 
Tour success since winning the 
European Mastera in 1995 — 
and prize of more than 
$340,000. Phillip Price and 
Miguel Angel! Jimenez shared 
second place. 


the gravel on the first fap. He recov- 
ered but was then forced toe pulî out 
becauşe of a mechanical problenı. 


ICHELLE MARTIN . of Aus- 

tralia won squash's Singapore 
Open by beating her compatriot and 
the world No 1 Sarah FitzGerald for 
the second time in two weeks. The 
world No 2 recovered after losing 
the first game to win 9-10, 9-7, 9-d, 
9-3 in just over an hour. Earlier this 
month Martin beat FitzGerald in tle 
Australian Open final. 


OUTH AFRICAS Kyalami 
circuit has been pencilled in to 
host a motor racing i'ormula One 


| grand prix in 2001. Test runs on the 


circuit are planned In ' 1999 and 
2000. Kyalami, near Johannesburg, 
20 grand prix from 1957 to 


-) RITAIN'S Linford Christie İs to 
recêlve ın honorary doctorate 


from Sheffleld Hallam Universily in. 
November. The athlete will be oined . 


by, ‘among others, Simon Beaufoy, 
writer of the film Full Monty. 


place in the balling ranklags last 


Golf European Open 


T'S eyeball to ball as Sweden’s 

Mathias Granberg comes 
within a stroke of equalling the 
European Tour's record margin 
of victory. He finished 10 shots 
clear in the Smurfit European 
Open At the K Club, near 
Dublin. 

Most of the Continent's lead- 
ing players struggled to come to 
terms with the course, but the 
28-year-old Swede took it İn his 


in-form Crawley, originally used as 
cover for Nasser Hussain, lines up 
alongside him. The full squad is: 
Stewart, Atherton, Butcher, Cork, 
Crawley, Fraser, Gough, Hussain, 
Hick, Hollioake, Mullally, Rant- 
prakash and Salisbury. 


NGUS FRASER is the world's 

top bowler, according to the 
Wisden rankings. The Middlesex 
seaıner becomes the first England 
player to top the table since the list 
began two years aga, thanks tn hls 
haul of 18 wickets in the last two 
Tests aginst South Africa. The pre- 
vious highest England player was 
Nasser Hussain, who reached third 


year. 
AX. BIAGGI of Italy led from 
start to fmishı on his Honda to 
win the B00cc’Czech Grand Prix at 


Brnë and oust Australia's Michie) - 
Doohan as the world chafripiohship 
leader. Alex  Criville of Spain fin- 


isfied second, followed by Alex Bar- 
ros of Brazil and the Japanese rider 


Tadayulki Okada, Doohan went‘out 
«of: contention after sliding off "Into ` 


Football Premiership: Charlton 5 Southampton O 
ا ار ا ای ری یادا اا ا ی ی‎ 


Comeback kids take 
The Valley by storm 


certaines usurping the giants is 
not new, Carlisle United were a 
spectacular exanıple in the seven- 
ties, before crashing down through 
the clivisions. Swansea City have 
(lope {le same. 

Charlton can thank a benevolent 
Saints side, and an uninspired New- 
castle United in their opening game 
which ended 0-0, (or elevation (rani 
also-rans to high flyers. 

David Jones, the Soutlıanıpton 
ınanager, saicl: “That was our worst 
rlisplay since I joined the club. I 
thought we'd got that sort of result 
out of our system. The players were 
outraged by the penally clecision. 
IC's a pily they weren't outraged ear- 
lier with their clefending. I didn't 
think the sending-off was Wal 
ranted. Ff really don't understand 
that rule.” 

Charlton were 20 ııp then and 
well on their way to victory anyway, 
and even if goalkeeper Paul Jones 
had not been sent off — for pulling 
down Mendonca after he hal bro- 
ken through — it is unlikely that tle 
Sits would lıave found a way biıck 
into tle matcl, 

Chariton have in John Robinsun, 
Neil Rcclfearn, Mendonca, Shaun 
Nêéwton and Richard Rufus players 
cajmble of hauling then out of tlie 
abyss. Coupled with Cuırbishlcy's 
tılent for gelting tle besl ouıt of lis 
squad, it appears they now have tlıe 
ıieans to ensure survival in the 
Premiership. Their supporters (le- 
serve some credit, too, More lhan 
100Û packed The Valley last Satur 
day, and there was no lack of vucal 
support. They even had the cheek 
to clıant: "We're going to win the 
League — and now you're gonna ber 


lieve us!" 
Wil the bubble burst? It's three 
monlhs now since Charlton 


grabbed an élite spot to Sungler- 
land's delriment In one of the most 
exciting promotion play-off games 
evar seen at Wembley. If they last 
for ıine more months, nobody will 
begrudge a side who, not so long 
ago, were on the verge ol exinction. 


ا ا ا ا ا ا ا ت 


bankrolled by satellite broadcasting, 
still on the agenda, Mir Murdoch's 
sudden interest In acquiring: a high- 
profile football club would appear to 
be more than just a coincidence. 
Manchester United: meanwhile 
were flexing thelr own financial 
muscle, paying Aston-‘Villa $20 mil- 
lion for striker Dwight Yorke —~ the 
second most expensive signing in 
English football history after Alan 
Shearer's $24 million move from 
Blackburn Rovers to Newcastle 
linited. Yorke completed his move 


to Old Trafford.in me for his regis- 


tration and availability for the Euro- 
pean Champions League, if United 


` get past the qualification stage. 


EN HOLLIOAKE: and ..John 


Crawley «are ‘back inthe Eng-' 


land fold for the one-off Test against 
.Sriı Lanka at the ' Oval, ' Hollioake 
replaces Andrew :Flintoff while 
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H Stefanason, Iceland, v 
J Pliket, Netherlands, 


1 e4 c5 2 NIS Ncê 3 d4 cxd41 ' 
Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 d6 6 Bg e§? 
Qd2 a6 8 0-0-0 h6 9 Be3 Hi: 
10 f3 Nxd4 11 Bxd4 b5 12 Kı 
Qa5 13 a3 The Complete Richt: 
Rauzer by Peter Wells and VY Our, 
(Batsford, £17.99) iş an excelei 
guile to this opening but only girs 
13 Qe3 here. Rb8 14 f4 Looks arti 
ficial after 10 £3, but sets a trap, kj || mc, Monumental 


Ron Shilingford 


LAN CURBISHLEY gave his 
jubilant Charlton players peı- 
mission “to enjoy the rest of 
he weekend", which in tiıme-hon- 
.ourel fashion means there were 
hangovers the 


15 Bxfê Bxfê6 16 Qxd6 Rhg? j | ming afler last Saturday's 
|| heroics. 

wii ib i ES j And well hey might savour this 

No 2538 sucess becnuse Curbishley openly 


almils {hal being top of the Pre- 
f nkrship table without concerling a 
Ê gual after 1wo matches is akin to 
Î j isting in tlie twilighl zone. “We'll 
|j n come back down to earth 
j ftlen we go ta places like High- 
;| f bury,” le saicl. 
1 2Î 8 ' ‘Thal harsh reallly looms on Sat 
! | lay, but in the meantime tle 
dicks can enjoy one uf {he most 
` mprobable, yel wonderfully roman- 


[ 2: م‎ 
Eat 
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, ln their first maich at The Valley 
inthe 1op fliglıt since 1957, Clarlion 
inonnced their return in euphalic 
Ishin. Who would lıave expectecl 
a Û thrashing of onc of last sea- 
fins most Improvecl sides? 
trinlerl, Soulhanpton were A 
Mdiow of the team thal alniost 
frahberl a European spot last term, 
“d Malthew Le Tissier is not the 
. [yer of oll, but thal should not 


x, [Minish Charllon's outslanding 
Georgi Evseev, Mestel finish! rrrmance, highlighted by the 


sixth. Britain were sixth behind F f ا‎ 1 
rael, a n Ukraine aie of Clive Mendonca's 
event. How does your song " T Tey may still be favouriles for 
pare with the champions? "ation and no cloubt will be al 


+ |. FONE end of the table come 
No 2537: 1 e4! with the points 'y, but Charlton's faithful ا‎ 
Kd3(threat 3 Na6) axb4 tn 'h, wha have seen the club lurch 
Ne Bz? 1 onê gr crisis 1o another 
. f~ hra while wi 
imprisoned while the WR can F " qer ا ت‎ 0 
vade via the d file. The game | h neighbouring clubs — can at 
1... b5 2 a5 Bd8 3 Ral Rc4 Nh : F35! boast in their old age of the 
a3 8 bxa3 Bxa3 9 Nxc6 Bos 10 | ir. above the likes of Man- 
and the passed c pawn WON " | Heiter United, Arsenal and the 


White nates in two niir 
against any rlelence {by I' Hof 
mann, 19004, This problem «aul 
havoc in the 1998 world soli: 
championship H1 St Petersburg ad 
sel Britain's Jonatlıa Mestel <î 
rote to losing his world tilê. 

ln a cuınpetilion won by Russi: 


Chess Leonard Barden 


HE favourites won through at 

the Smith & Williamson British 
Championship where Nigel Slıort 
claimed his third tille, beating 
Matthew Sadler 1#% in a play-off. 
S & Ws £10,000 first prize has 
brought back the very best players, 
though Michael Adams, the world 
No 4 and co-winner in 1997, pre- 
ferred the US Open in Hawaii. 

Short looked in fine form after 
his recent impressive victory İn Es- 
tonia. And witlı Tony Miles a strong 
third and former champions 
Jonathan Speelınan and Chris Ward 
next, the result table had a solid 
look to 1t. 


P Thipsay v C Ward, 
Britsh Championship Round 11 


1 e4 c5 2 NfS3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 
4 Nxd4 Nf 5 Nc3 gê 6 Be2 
Bg7 7 0-0 0-0 8 Be3 Nc6 9 
Nb3 Be6 10 f4 Rc8l? Ward is a 
world expert on the Sicilian Dragon, 
and this is the ınodern choice in 
place of the older Qc3 or Na5. Now 
11 f5? Bd7 favours Black since #5 
and €4 are targets, but 11 g4!? is 
critical. 

11 Kh1 a6 12 a4 Na5 13 
Bd4 Bxb3 14 cxb3 e6 15 f5 
Ncë 16 fxeê fxeû 17 Be3 Qe7 
18 Qd2 Ne5 19 Rad1 Ne8B 20 
Byg5 Rxfl+ 21 Rxf1 Bf6 22 B4 
Nf7 23 Bc4 Be5 24 Be3 NI6 25 
Qe2 Kg7 26 Qf3 hS! Safe behind 
a compact centre and wilh lime 
pressure approaching, Black goes 
boldly for a high prize. 

27 h3 g5 28 BDc1 Rh8 29 Ne2 
Rhé 30 Qe3 Rg6 31 Nd4 Bxd4 
32 Qxûd4 Ne5 33 Rû1 Ne8 34 
Be2 g4! 35 Bf4 gxh3 36 Bxe5+ 
dxe5 37 Qxe5+ Qf6 38 Rd7+ 
Kg8 39 Qb8? White hopes to 
mate, but is mated. hxg2+ 40 Kgl 
Qf2+! 41 Kxf2 g1Q+ 42 Kf 
Rf6+ 43 Resigns. 


Stephen Giddins had the perfor- 
mance of his life at the Antwerp Lost 
Boys Open earlier this month. The 
Kent expert, aged 37, beat two 
2500+ opponents and reached his 
IM norm with a round to spare. This 
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case against mink is that it has 
almost wiped out (he native popula- 
tion of water voles, Though it is true 
that mink mothers with hungry kits 
will gobble up all the surrounding 
water voles, it is not the whole story. 
Qvergrazing and the removal of 
reedy river edges, grubbing up 
hedgerows, drainage and flood 
defence schemes and other devel- 
opment have put paid to water vole 
habitat, The real villain is not mink 
but agricultural intensification. 
Nature conservation Îs a cultural 
project, and however li's dressed up 
the killing İs done for cultural ends, 
If we are being persuaded to protect 
the nature we like from the nature 
we don't, we'd better have more of 
an open public debate about it than 
we do at present, and a thorough 
investigation Into the attitudes, pre- 
judices and values that are being 
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teers, including ironically the 
RSPCA, and returned to the misery 
of the fur farm. Farmers and 


landowners are shooting and trap- 
ping as many as (hey can. The Min- 
istry of Agriculture and Food sent in 
a hit squad. 

American mink were brought to 
Britain for the fur trade in 1929 and 
began escaping from the word go. It 
was» not until the flfties that they 
began to breed in the wild, occupy- 
ing an ecological niche somewhere 
between polecats, stoats and otters, 

At that time polecats had been per- 
secuted to near extinction by the 
game-keeping frenzy of the late 19th 
century. Stoats, too, were a common 
sight hanging on barbed-wire 
iences. 

It is estimated that there are 
more than 100,000 wild mink in 
Britain, and a similar number suffer- 


Paul Evans 


WO stories to hit the head- 


lines recently make you won- 

der about our attitudes to wild 
nature and worry about the limits of 
conservation thinking. 

A fierce debate, with furious let- 
ters in the Guardian, followed pro- 
posals to control rabbits on the 
Sussex Downs by gassing them 
with cyanide. The congervalion 
argument against the rabbits, put 
forward by the local councll and 
supported by the Wildlife Trust, 
motto — "Putting wildlife on the 
map” — was that the rabbit popula- 
tion on the Downs has increased 30 
much that lt is damaging nıportanıt 
areas for will flowers through Over- 
gazing. 

Rabbit popıriations are extremely 
variable and can build up ııassively 
with a ıeavy iınpact on the plants 
they graze, only to be decimated by 
ımyxomatasis in other years. Trying 
to control (hena by gassing seemed 
a brutal and very short-term solll- 
tion. it also ircensed animal welfare 
groups. The Downs have seen the 
ebb aııd flow of grazing pressure for’ 
ınanıy centuries and will adju st 

The more xenophobic of the eco- 

logical chauvinists claiıned that rab- 
bits were not nalive auyway and 
were the result of human mislakes, 
which legitimised the means of get 
ting rid of thenı to protect native 
wild flowers, Many argued that it 
was only because the rabbit's preda- 
fors have been so persecuted ifat 
their numbers have expanded 
unchecked, 

Then came a story about a preda- 
tor which no ûne seemed to waıt tO 
encourage, Animal Liberation Front 
artivists broke into a fur arm in the 

New Forest to liberate thousands of 
captive mink. Perhaps İt was be- 
cause the mink are non-native 
predatoıs which seemed complicit 
in an act of terrorism, but the oul 
pouring ol public sympathy for two 
pigs that escaped from an abattoir 
earlier this year did not extend to 
mink. Hundreds of fugitive mink 


have been rounded up by volun- | ing in fur farms. The conservation | bandied about. miniature settled first prize: White. f olher Premiership giants. 
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